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2008 EUROBAROMETER ON FAMILIES, AND ADAPTING TO THE
NEEDS OF AN AGEING POPULATION

BACKGROUND VARIABLES

D1. Gender

[DO NOT ASK - MARK APPROPRIATE]

[1] Male
[2] Female

D2. How old are you?

[][] years old
[00] [REFUSAL/NO ANSWER]

D3. How old were you when you stopped full-time education?

[WRITEIN THE AGE WHEN EDUCATION WAS TERMINATED]

L years old

[00] [STILL IN FULL TIME EDUCATION]

[01] [NEVER BEEN IN FULL TIME EDUCATION]
[99] [REFUSAL/NO ANSWER]

DA4. As far as your current occupation is concerned, would you say you are self-
employed, an employee, a manual worker or would you say that you are without a
professional activity? Does it mean that you are a(n)...

[I[F ARESPONSE TO THE MAIN CATEGORY IS GIVEN, READ OUT THE RESPECTIVE SUB-

CATEGORIES]

- Self-employed

2ie.: - farmer, forester, fiShermMaN........ccoooiii i 11
- owner of a Shop, CraftSMaN..........cccieiii i 12
- professional (lawyer, medical practitioner, accountant, architect,...) .................. 13
- manager Of @ COMPANY .....coiuiiiiieiie et seeeeeees 14
01101 SO ROV TP 15

- Employee

2>ie.: - professional (employed doctor, lawyer, accountant, architect)..............ccccceenee. 21
- general management, director or top management ...........cceecveeeeeesreeseeesveeennes 22
- Middle MANAGEMENT .....ccveiiiiieeie et ee et e e raeesreeenees 23
= GVl SEIVANL . ... ettt ettt et e et e et e et eeebe e et e e sneeenneeeneen 24
= OffICE CIETK .. 25
- other employee (salesman, NUISE, E1C...) . .ccuiiiieiiieriie ettt 26



- Manual worker

>ie.: - supervisor / foreman (team manager, €1C...) .. ccueiuierireieeeiee e 31
= MANUAT WOTKET ...ttt 32
- unskilled ManUual WOTKET ............ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiisee e 33
o 101 SO PRSTSOTR 34

- Without a professional activity

>ie.: - looking after the NOME.........c.oiiiii e 41
S (0T [T L ({011 I 10 ) R 42

B (=11 1o [ O POU PP PSP RUPPUPT 43

= SEEKING @ JOD 1.ttt a et eenes 44

o 101 SO PSTSTSTRt 45

S [REFUSAN] ... e 99

D6. Would you say you liveina...?

[F= o T ol | P PUR U UPPPURPR 1
Other toWN/UIDaN CENIIE ........c.eeiiiiiiie it 2
TUFAL ZOME.....iiiiiie ettt 3
[REFUSAI] .vvveeiieeieeiee et e e e e s e e e e e e s et rreeaeeeseaes 9

THEME 1: FAMILIES

Satisfaction with family life & Importance of family

Q1. Now, we are going to talk about family life and work, and policy actions in these
areas. How satisfied would you say you are with...

VeEry SatiSIEU ... 1

Fairly satisfied..........covviiiiec e 2

NOt Very SatiSfied.........uvviiiii i 3

NoOt at all SALISTIE .......coiiieiiiiiee e 4

[DKINA .ottt ettt 9
Q) YOUT famMUlY L. a e 12349
b) Public support for families with children .............ccccoi i, 12349

¢) Public support for people caring for dependent older relatives............cccccccvvveveeeiiiinnn, 12349



Difficulties in daily life faced by families

Q2. 1 am going to read out a list of difficulties which families could face. In your opinion,
from this list, what are the two main difficulties?
[ROTATE ITEMS - READ OUT - ONLY TWO ANSWERS ARE POSSIBLE!]

High cost of raiSing ChIlArEN ........oooiiie e e earae s 1
HIgh COSt Of NOUSING .....cciiiiiiiii e e e e e e e r e e e e e e st ae e e s sasraees 2
Difficulty of combining work and family life .............coiiiiiiii e 3
Too little SUPPOIT frOM EMPIOYETS ....eviiiieiiiiieieie et a e e e st e e e e e s snaarreee s 4
Unequal sharing of household tasks between partners ...........cccoccvvveiiie i 5
Arranging good ChIlACAIE. ........iiiiiiiiiiiiee et e e e e e e e s s e e e e e e s s st brareeeeeasaeees 6
Burden of caring for ageing parents OF relatiVES..........ccuvviiiieeei i e e 7
The quality Of SCNOOING ... ..uiiiiiiiii e e e e e e s et r e e e e e earaeaeae s 8
The level of public financial support for families ...........eeviieiiiiii e 9
1NN o T3 = PRSPPI 10
@ 1311 o PR PPRPPN 11
[DKINA] ¢ttt ettt e et et e ettt et et et e e e et et et et e s e ettt et 99

Work life balance

Q3. Do you personally find it very difficult, fairly difficult, fairly easy or very easy to
combine work and family life?
[READ OUT - ONE ANSWER ONLY]

VEIY QIffICUI. ...t e st e s et e e 1
FarTY GIffICUIL ...eeei et e et e e e s nr e e e s e e 2
FAITTY BASY ...ttt ettt e e e e e e n et 3
VBIY BASY ..ttt e ettt e oottt e e oot e e e e e et e e e e e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e n e ee e s 4
[IDKINA] .ottt et n e 9

Q4. Combining work and child care can be organised in different ways. | am going to read
out several possible options, please tell me which one you believe is most
practicable and realistic, taking into account the need to earn a living?

[READ OUT - ONE ANSWER ONLY]

Both parents Working fUll TIME .........oouiiiiiie e 1
Both parents WOrking Part tiME .......oooueeii et e e 2
One parent working full time, the other one working part time............ccooovee e 3
One parent working full time, the other one looking full time after the children............................. 4

IDKINA] ..ottt ee e et e e e e e e e 9



Q5. Various policy measures can help improve life for families. For each of the measures |
am going to read out, would you say it should receive high, medium or low priority
for policy action in the United Kingdom?

[ROTATE ITEMS — ONE ANSWER PER LINE]

HIGN PFIOTIY oo 1

MIAAIE PFIOFILY ...ttt 2

LOW PIIOTILY ©eeeeeteee ettt e e e e e e 3

[DKINA] et ettt e be e naa e nnne e 9
a) Longer paid Parental [QAVE ...........oiuiiiiiiii e 1239
b) Incentives for fathers to take parental [eave............ccccoovviiiiiiii i 1239
C) Easier access to Part-time WOIK ...........ooiieiiiiiiiiiiie e e e 1239
d) Access to more flexible childcare arrangements ...........cccevviieiiiie e 1239
e) Increased Child @lOWANCES ..........cocuiiiiiiiie e 1239

f) Implementing the right of paid leave to care for dependent elderly parents and
FEIATIVES ...ttt ettt ekt e et e e e bt et an 1239
0) Increased tax advantages for families with children ..................cccoii, 1239

Q6. Childcare for pre-school children can be organised in different ways, sometimes
combining several options, sometimes relying on only one option. In your opinion,
what is the best way of organising childcare for pre-school children? A
combination of these options is possible.

[READ OUT — MULTIPLE ANSWERS POSSIBLE]

Public or private creche /day care CeNtre /NMUISEIY.........ccuuereiiieeeerieeeiieeeastieeeeseeeesseeeaeanreeeeenes 1
In-house child MINAEI OF QU PAIN ........ueeieiiee ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ees 2

Certified child minding in a private home i.e. by a person who is registered/certified for

(o3 71 o I o 41 o 1 o 0SSP PRPTRUTUUPRRPN 3
ChildCare DY MOLNET ... oottt e e ettt e e e e e e st e e e e e e e e sannreeaeeanns 4
ChildCare DY FATNET ... ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e s anaeeaaeeanes 5
Childcare by grand-parents or other relatives. ............coooi i 6
@ 10T o PR RTRTRP 7
1o = PR 8



THEME 2: THE NEEDS OF AN AGEING POPULATION
We are now going to talk about the needs of people as they get older.
SPLIT BALLOT

IF NOT RETIRED [OTHER ANSWER THAN 43 IN D4]

Q7a. Thinking of the time when you retire, would you consider...?

=S PP TTPRPPPPPPPPPPPRPN 1

N 2

[DKINA] et ettt ettt naa e e nrna e 9
a) Enrol(ling/led) in eduCatioNal COUISES.........cciiiiiiiiiieeiiiee ettt 129
b) Participat(ing/ed) in community Work or VOIUNTEEIING .........ccvviiimiieeiiiiie e 129
c) Seek(ing/sought) a job for eXtra iNCOME ............iiiiiiieiii e 129
d) Invest(ing/ed) iN SOME PIrOPEITY .....cocuveieiiirieeeiiii ettt ettt e e e nne e e e 129
e) Sell(ing/sold) some property or other assets to have cash available.............c.ccccoovieeeeen. 129
f) Borrow(ing/ed) against your home or sell/sold it while keeping the right to live init ............ 129
g) Sav(ing/ed) money or tak(ing/en) up insurance in case you become dependent ............... 129
h) Adapt(ing/ed) your home to account for a 0SS of MObIlity ...........ccoociiiriiiieiiiiic e, 129
1) StOP(PING/PEA) FIVING ...eeiiiiiiee ittt e e e b e e 129
j) Mov(ing/ed) to a different NOME..........ooiiiiii e 129

IF RETIRED [D4=43]
Q7b. Since you retired, have you already or are you planning to...?

YeES, | have dONE thiS.......cciiuuiiiiii e 1

Yes, | am planning to do thiS ..........occuuiiiiiiiiii e 2

NO e 3

[DKINA] ettt 9
a) Enrol(ling/led) in educational COUISES..........oiuuiiiiiiae e 1239
b) Participat(ing/ed) in community Work or VOIUNTEErNG ........c..coiiiimriiiiieiiiiiiieee e 1239
c) Seek(ing/sought) @ job for @Xtra INCOME ..........uuiiiiiiiiiiie e 1239
d) Invest(ing/ed) iN SOME PrOPEITY ........uuuriiiee ettt e e e e e e e e e sebneees 1239
e) Sell(ing/sold) some property or other assets to have cash available.................cccceeeeee. 1239
f) Borrow(ing/ed) against your home or sell/sold it while keeping the right to live in it ......... 1239
g) Sav(ing/ed) money or tak(ing/en) up insurance in case you become dependent ............ 1239
h) Adapt(ing/ed) your home to account for a loss of Mobility.............ccceeeiiiiiiiniiiiiieee, 1239
1) StOP(PING/PEA) AIIVING ettt et e e e e e e et e e e e e e e aaaenee 1239

j) Mov(ing/ed) to a different NOME..........cooiiiiiii e 1239



[IF Q7a_j OR Q7b_j = YES]

Q8. What type of home?
[READ OUT - ONE ANSWER ONLY]

Smaller house / flat in the same City/IOCALION............ieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1
Mov(ing/ed) t0 the COUNLIY SIAE ......ccuuiiiiiie e e e e s e e e e e e nnees 2
Mov(ing/ed) 10 @n UFDAN @rBa .........cciuuiiiiiiee e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e s e e e e e s eaabaa e e e e e e s eennees 3
Mov(ing/ed) to sheltered NOUSING ........uiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e 4
LNV (e T L=To ) I o (o - To IO RTUTSPP 5
Mov(ing/ed) in with family MEMDEIS .........ooii i 6
Mov(ing/ed) closer to family MEeMDEIS...........ooiiiiiii e 7
@131 PR SUR PP 8
[DKINA] «. ettt ettt et e ettt e e et ettt e e et et ettt s et et et ee e en e eeees 9

Policy actions

(ASK ALL)

Q9. For each of the following possible policies in the United Kingdom, would you say it is
very important, fairly important, not very important or not at all important to
implement them?

[ROTATE — ONE ANSWER PER LINE]

VErY IMPOITANT ...t e e e e e eeeeas 1

Fairly IMPOrtaNnt...........eueiiiiie e 2

NOE VEIY IMPOITANT ...t 3

NoOt at all IMPOFANT .........eeiiiiiii e 4

[DKINA] ettt 9
a) Encouraging people to lead healthy lifestyles...........oocuiiiiiiiiii e, 12349
b) Forcing employers to offer easier access to working part time for older employees.....1 2349
c¢) Giving people the right to combine paid activity and receiving a pension..................... 12349
d) Using public budgets to provide financial assistance for home adaptation................... 12349
e) Shifting public investment towards more accessible public transport..............cccceeeee 12349

f) Using public budgets to support services allowing older people to stay longer in their

g) Encouraging older people to get involved in senior volunteering............cccueeeeeeeininenen. 12349
h) Using public budgets to support initiatives and projects which bring together young

=T a o lo] o [T g o= o] o)L= OSSPSR 12349



Q10. Which of the following best describes your household composition?
[READ OUT - ONE ANSWER ONLY]

Q11. How many children do you have...

a. younger than 6 Years 0ld? ... iiies eaeeeeenn
b. between the ages of 6 and 157 .........cccceeiiiiiiiies e,
C. older than 15 years Of age7 ..o iiee eaeeeeenn

Q12. How would you describe the current financial situation of your family?
[READ OUT - ONE ANSWER ONLY]

VEry COMIOIADIE .......eeiei et rr e e s
COMIOMADIE ...ttt e et e s e nr e e
We have to be careful, but WE Manage ...........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiie e
We have difficulties making €nds MEEL .........cuiiiiiiiiiiiie e
Things are Very diffiCUlt ...
[DK/NAL ..ottt et n e



