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To the selected respondent:

Thank you very much for agreeing to take part in this important study -ithe eighth in
this annual series. The study consists of this self-completion questionnaire, and the
interview you have already completed. The results of the survey are published in a book

each autumn; some of the questions are also being asked in twelve other countries, as
part of an international survey.

Completing the questionnaire:

The questions inside cover a wide range of subjects, but each one can be answered
simply by placing a tick (v) in one or more of the boxes. No special knowledge is
required: we are confident that everyone will be able to take part, not just those with
strong views or particular viewpoints. The questionnaire should not take very long to
complete, and we hope you will find it interesting and enjoyable. It should be filled in
only by the person actually interviewed at your address. The answers you give will be
treated as confidential and anonymous.

Returning the questionnaire:

Your interviewer will arrange with you the most convenient way of returning the
questionnaire. If the interviewer has arranged to call back for it, please fill it in and
keep it safely until then. If not, please complete it and post it back in the pre-paid,
addressed envelope, AS SOON AS YOU POSSIBLY CAN.

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR HELP.

Social and Community Planning Research is an independent social research institute
registered as a charitable trust. Its projects are funded by government departments, local
authorities, universities and foundations to provide information on social issues in Britain.
The British Social Attitudes Survey series has been funded mainly by the Sainsbury Family
Charitable Trusts, with contributions also from government departments, the Nuffield

Foundation, universities and industry. Please contact us if you would like further
information.
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A 2.01 If you were to consider your life in general these
days, how happy or unhappy would you say you are, CARD
on the whole? 19
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY (/) y
Very happy 1 1921
Fairly happy 2
Not very happy 3
Not at all happy t_4
Can’t choose 8
A 2.02 On the whole, do you think it should or should not
be the government's responsibility to ...
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
Definitely Probably Probably Definitely
should should should should Can’'t -
be be not be not be choose & 6
a. Provide a job for 1922
everyone who wants :
one? 1 2 3 4 8
b. Reduce income .
differences between . ; 1923
the rich and poor? 1 2 3 4 8
A 2.03 Here are some measures to deal with crime. Some people are in
favour of them while others are against them. Do you agree or
disagree that ...
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
Neither ?-Jﬁ
Strongly agree nor Strongly Can't ¢
agree Agree disagree Disagree disagree choose
a. People who break the 1924
law should be given
stiffer sentences? 1 2 L3 4 5 8
b. People convicted of
murder should be , 11925
subject to the
death penalty? 1 2 3 4 5 8
Please continue ...
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A 2.04 Do you think it is wrong or not wrong if a man and a R
woman have sexual relations before marriage? q
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ) 1926
Always wrong 1
Almost always wrong 2
Wrong only sometimes 3
Not wrong at all 4
Can't choose 8
A 2.05 What about a married person having sexual relations
with someone other than his or her husband or wife,
is it
A¢
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY () 1927
Always wrong 1
Almost always wrong 2]
Wrong only sometimes 3
Not wrong at all 4
Can't choose 8
A 2.06 And what about sexual relations between two adults
of the same sex, is it Y
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY () 1928
Always wrong !
Almost always wrong 2
Wrong only sometimes 3
Not wrong at all 4
Can’'t choose 8
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. 2.07 Do you think the law should or should not allow
a woman to obtain a legal abortion ...
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
Definitely Probably Probably Definitely
should should should not should not Can't N
allow it  allow it allow it allow it choose J?L“fi
a. If there is a
strong chance of a 1929
serious defect
in the baby? ! 2 3 4 8
b. If the family has
a very low income 1930
and cannot afford
any more children? ! 2 3 4 8
A 2.08 Do you personally think it is wrong or not wrong for
a woman to have an abortion ...
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
Almost Wrong Not
Always always only wrong Can't Ay e
wrong wrong sometimes at all choose
a. If there is a strong 1931
chance of a serious
defect in the baby? L 2 3 4 8
b. If the family has a
very low income and 1932
cannot afford any
more children? 1 2 3 4 8
A 2.09 How much do you agree or disagree
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
Neither
Strongly agree nor Strongly Can’'t
agree Agree disagree Disagree disagree choose
a. A husband’s job is
to earn the money; 1. 3
a wife's job is ‘ )
to look after the 1933
home and family 1 2 4 5 8
b. All in all, family
life suffers when 1934
the woman has a
full-time job 1 2 4 5 8

Please continue
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3y 2.10 Consider the situations listed below. Do you feel it I
is wrong or not wrong if
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
Not A bit Seriously Can’t
wrong wrong Wrong wrong choose
A¢-19
a. A taxpayer does mnot
report all of his 1935
income in order to
pay less income tax? 1 2 3 4
b. A person gives the
government incorrect
information about
himself to get govern- 1936
ment benefits that he
is not entitled to? 1 2 3 4
A 2.11 How much confidence do you have in ...
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
A great No
Complete deal of Some Very little confidence Can't 20-75
confidence confidence confidence confidence at all choose
a. The British 1937
parliament? 1 2 3 4 5 8
b. Business and 1938
industry? 1 2 3 4 5 8
c. The Civil 1939
Service? 1 2 3 4 5 8
d. Churches and 1940
religious
organisations? 1 2 3 4 S 8
e. Courts and
the legal 1941
system? 1 : 2 3 4 5 8
f. Schools and
the educational
system? 1 2 3 4 5 8 1942




A 2.12 How much do you agree or disagree with each

of the following?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE

Neither

OFFICE
USE
ONLY

e

Strongly agree nor Strongly Can’t '2@»\?7
agree Agree disagree Disagree disagree choose
a. Politicians who do
not believe in God 1943
are unfit for
public office 1 2 3 4 5 8
b. Religious leaders
should not try to 1944
influence how people
vote in elections 1 2 3 4 S 8
c. It would be better for
Britain if more
people with strong 1945
religious beliefs held 1 2 3 4 5 8
public office
d. Religious leaders should 1946
not try to influence
government decisions 1 2 3 4 S 8
A 2.13 Do you think that churches and religious organisations
in this country have too much power or too little power? R
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ) 1947
Far too much power 1
Too much power 2
About the right amount of power 3
Too little power 4
Far too little power S
Can't choose 8

Please continue
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A 2.14 Please tick one box below to show which statement g ONLY
comes closest to expressing what you believe ——
about God. _aq
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY v) 1948
I don't believe in God 1
I don't know whether there is a God and I don't
believe there is any way to find out 2
I don't believe in a personal God, but I do
believe in a Higher Power of some kind 3
I find myself believing in God some of
the time, but not at others 4
While I have doubts, I feel that I
do believe in God 5
I know God really exists and I have no
doubts about it 6
A 2.15 How close do you feel to God most
of the time? ' 32
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ) 1949
Don't believe in God 1
Not close at all 2
Not very close 3
Somewhat close 4
Extremely close 5
Can't choose 8
A 2.16 Which best describes your beliefs about God? 2:2
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY () 1950
I don't believe in God now and I never have 1
I don't believe in God now, but I used to 2
I believe in God now, but I didn’'t used to 3
I believe in God now and I always have 4
Can’t choose 8
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2.17 Do you believe in ... ONLY
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE
No, No,
Yes, Yes, probably definitely Can't T
~definitely probably not not choose 2436
1951
a. Life after death? 1 2 3 4 8
1952
b. The Devil? ! 2 3 4 8
1953
c. Heaven? 1 2 3 4 8
1954
d. Hell? ! 2 3 4 8
e. Religious miracles? 1 2 3 4 8 1955
2.18 Which one of these statements comes closest to
describing your feelings about the Bible?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY
()
The Bible is the actual word of God ”?q
and it is to be taken literally, -
word for word 1 1956
The Bible is the inspired word of God
but not everything should be taken
literally, word for word 2
The Bible is an ancient book of fables,
legends, history and moral teachings
' recorded by man 3
This does not apply to me 4
Can't choose 8

Please continue
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How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE

Neither

Strongly agree nor
agree Agree disagree

a. There is a God who
concerns Himself
with every human
being personally 1 2

b. There is little that
people can do to
change the course
of their lives 1 2

c. To me, life is
meaningful only
because God exists 1 2

d. In my opinion, life
does not serve any
purpose 1 2

e. The course of our
lives is decided
by God 1 2

f. Life is only
meaningful if you
provide the meaning
yourself 1 2

g. We each make our
own fate 1 2

Disagree

Strongly Can’'t

disagree

choose
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1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

A 2.20

How often have you felt as though you were
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE

Never in
my life

a. Really in touch with
someone who had died? 1

b. Close to a powerful,
spiritual force that
seemed to lift you
out of yourself? 1

Once or
twice

Several
times

Often

Can't
say

2.4

1964

1965
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2.21 Has there ever been a turning point in your I
life when you made a new and personal commitment
to religion? l]q
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY v) 196¢
Yes !
No 2
1 2.22 What was your mother's religion, if any,
when you were a child? <o
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY (V) 1967-8
No religion o
Christian - no denomination 03
Roman Catholic 03
Church of England/Anglican 04
Baptist 03
Methodist 06
Presbyterian/Church of Scotland oL
Free Presbyterian 21
Brethren 23
United Reform Church (URC)/Congregational 23
Other Protestant (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 27
Other Christian (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) o
Hindu od
Jewish 19
Islam/Muslim N
Sikh 14
Buddhist !
Other non-Christian (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 14
Never knew mother/does not apply 13
Can’t say/can’t remember . 98

Please continue ...
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A 2.23 What was your father's religion, if any,
when you were a child?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ()
No religion 01
Christian - no denomination 03
Roman Catholic 0
Church of England/Anglican 04
Baptist 03
Methodist 99
Presbyterian/Church of Scotland 07
Free Presbyterian 21
Brethren 22
United Reform Church (URC)/Congregational
Other Protestant (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 2]
Other Christian (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 08
Hindu o9
Jewish 19
Islam/Muslim N
Sikh 13
Buddhist LK
Other non-Christian (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 14
Never knew father/does not apply 15
98

Can’'t say/can'’'t remember
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1969-
1970
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IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY MARRIED OR LIVING AS MARRIED, PLEASE
ANSWER Q2.24

IF YOU ARE NOT CURRENTLY MARRIED OR LIVING AS MARRIED, PLEASE

GO TO Q2.25 '

2.24 What is your husband's/wife’s/partner’s religion,
if any?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY v)
No religion 01

Christian - no denomination 03

Roman Catholic 03

Church of England/Anglican 04

Baptist 03

Methodist %

Presbyterian/Church of Scotland 07

Free Presbyterian 2]

Brethren 23

United Reform Church (URC) Congregational 23

Other Protestant (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 27
Other Christian (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 08
Hindu od

Jewish 19

Islam/Muslim L

Sikh 13

Buddhist 13

Other non-Christian (PLEASE WRITE IN WHICH) 9
Can't say . 98
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Please continue
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EVERYONE PLEASE ANSWER REST OF QUESTIONNAIRE

A 2.25 When you were a child, how often did
your mother attend religious services?
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PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY ) 19734

Never o

Less than once a year 03

About once or twice a yeér 03

Several times a year 04

About once a month 03

2-3 times a month 04

Nearly every week 07

Every week 08

Several times a week o9

Never knew mother/does not apply 19

Can't say/can’t remember 94

A 2.26 When you were a child, how often did

your father attend religious services? iy
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY /) 1975-6

Never o1

Less than once a year 04

About once or twice a year 03

Several times a year 09

About once a month 05

2-3 times a month 04

Nearly every week 07

Every week 0

Several times a week 09

Never knew father/does not apply g

98

Can’'t say/can't remember
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2.27 And what about when you were around 11 or 12, how
often did you attend religious services then?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

OFFICE
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Se

1977-8

Now thinking about the present
2.28 About how often do you pray?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY

)

Never o

Less than once a year 03
About once or twice a year o3
Several times a year 04
About once a month 09

2-3 times a month o4

Nearly every week 07

Every week 08

Several times a week 09
Can’t say/can't remember S8
()

Never o

Less than once a year 02
About once or twice a year o3
Several times a year 04
About once a month 03

2-3 times a month 06
Nearly every week 07

Every week 08

Several times a week o9
Once a day 14

Several times a day n

S7
1979-
1980

Please continue
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A 2.29 How often do you take part in the activities or Lfﬂi;
organisations of a church or place of worship,
other than attending services? CARD
) 2 5P
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY T
Never o1 2008-9
Less than once a year 03
About once or twice a year 03
Several times a year 04
About once a month 05
2-3 times a month 0
Nearly every week 07
Every week 04
Several times a week 09
A 2.30 Would you describe yourself as S-ﬁ'
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY (4 2010
Extremely religious 1
Very religious 2
Somewhat religious 3
Neither religious nor non-religious 4
Somewhat non-religious 3
Very non-religious 6
Extremely non-religious 4
Can't choose 8
A 2.31 In your opinion, should there be daily prayers g
in all state schools?
PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY (/) 2011
Yes, definitely 1
Yes, probably 2
No, probably not 3
No, definitely not 4
8

Can’'t choose
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, 2.32 How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following

statements?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE

Neither
Strongly agree nor Strongly
agree Agree disagree Disagree disagree
a. Right and wrong
should be based
on God’s laws 1 2 3 4 5
b. Right and wrong
should be decided
by society 1 2 3 4 5
c. Right and wrong
should be a matter
of personal
conscience 1 2 3 4 S

Can’t
choose
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2012

2013

2014

A 2.33

Some books or films offend people who have strong
religious beliefs. Should books and films that
attack religions be prohibited by law or should
they be allowed?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY v (’9
Definitely should be prohibited 1 2015
Probably should be prohibited 2
Probably should be allowed 3
Definiﬁely should be allowed 4
| Can’t choose 8
Please continue ... |2016

SPARE
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" 2.34 Now thinking about the present.
How often do you attend religious services?

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX
Never
Less than once a year
About once or twice a year
Several times a year
About once a month
2-3 times a month
Nearly every week
Every week

Several times a week

()
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s~

2017

4 2.35 Now please think about something different.
Please tick one box on each line below to show whether
you think each statement is true or false.

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ON EACH LINE

Definitely Probably Probably Definitely Can’t

true true not true

a. Good luck charms
sometimes do bring
good luck 1 2 3

b. Some fortune tellers
really can foresee
the future 1 2 3

¢. Some faith healers
really do have
God-given healing
powers ] 2 3

d. A person’s star sign
at birth, or horoscope,
can affect the course
of their future 1 2 3

not true choose
4 8
4 8
4 8
|+
. 8

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022~
2030
SPARE
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