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                                             THE ECONOMIC & SOCIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
                                                                                                     4 BURLINGTON ROAD 
                                                                                                                             DUBLIN 4 
 
                                                                           Tel: (353-1)-667 1525; Fax (353-1)-6686231 

 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SURVEY PROGRAMME– IRELAND, Autumn 2003 
 
 
Interviewer’s Name ____________________   Interviewer’s Number ____________________ 
 
Area Code       Respondent Code     
[NAT-REG] 
 
Date of Interview: Day _________________ Month_________________________________ Time: __________ 

          (24-hour clock) 
 

Introduction  
 
Good morning/afternoon/evening. I am from the Economic and Social Research Institute in Dublin. We are 
carrying out a survey of people’s opinions on a variety of social issues on behalf of the International Social Survey 
Programme (ISSP). You were included in a national sample taken at random from the Electoral Register. This is 
an international study whose membership includes 39 countries and the aim is to find out exactly what the public 
in various countries thinks on these issues. It is only with the help of many people like you in answering these 
questions that makes this work possible. The interview will take about forty-five minutes to complete. I can assure 
you that all answers will be treated in the strictest confidence and will not be released to anyone in any way that 
would allow your views to be identified with you. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SECTION A: NATIONAL IDENTITY 
 
 
 
A.1 To begin with we have some questions about groups that we belong to.    

We are all part of different groups.  Some are more important to us than others when we think of ourselves.  In 
general, (A) which in the following list is most important to you in describing who you are?  and (B) the second most 
important? and (C) the third most important?  [NIQ1]  Show Card A. 

 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH COLUMN] 
 

 (A) 
Most 

Important 

(B) 
Second Most 

Important 

(C) 
Third Most 
Important 

a. Your current or previous occupation (or being a homemaker)………�1 �2 �3 
b. Your race/ethnic background…………………………………………�1 �2 �3 
c. Your gender (that is, being a man/woman)………………………… �1 �2 �3 
d. Your age group (that is, Young, Middle Age, Old)………………… �1 �2 �3 
e. Your religion (or being agnostic or atheist)………………………… �1 �2 �3 
f. Your preferred political party, group, or movement…………….……�1 �2 �3 
g. Your nationality………………………………………………………�1 �2 �3 
h. Your family or marital status (that is, whether or not  you  
     primarily see yourself as a son/daughter, mother/father, 
     grandfather/grandmother, husband/wife, widower/widow, not  
     married, or other similar)……………………………………………

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 
i. Your social class (that is upper, middle, lower, working, or  
    similar categories)……………………………………………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
j. The part of Ireland that you live in……………………………………�1 �2 �3 
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A. 2 How close do you feel to... (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ2] 
 

  
Very close 

 
Close 

Not very 
close 

Not close 
at all 

 
Can’t choose 

a) Your town or city……………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
b) Your county……………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
c)  Ireland…………………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
d) Europe…………………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
A. 3 Some people say that the following things are important for being truly Irish.  Others say they are not important.  

How important do you think each of the following is... (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ3]  Show Card B. 
 

 Very 
important 

Fairly 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not important at 
all 

Can’t 
choose 

a. to have been born in Ireland.…………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
b. to have Irish citizenship………………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
c. to have lived in Ireland for most of one’s 
    life………………………………………….

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
d. to be able to speak Irish………………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
e. to be a Catholic…………………………… �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
f. to respect Irish political institutions and  
    laws………………………………………...

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
g. to feel Irish………………………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
h. to have Irish ancestry……………………. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
 
 
A. 4 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ4] 
 Show Card C. 
 

  
Agree 

strongly 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Disagree 
strongly 

 
Can’t 

choose 
a. I would rather be a citizen of Ireland than  
    of any other country in the world………….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
b. There are some things about Ireland today 
     that make me feel ashamed of Ireland……. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
c. The world would be a better place if people 
    from other countries were more like the  
    Irish…………………………………………...

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
d.  Generally speaking, Ireland is a better  
      country than most other countries………... 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
e.  People should support their country even 
     if the country is in the wrong………………. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
f.  When my country does well in  
      international sports, it makes me proud  
      to be Irish…………………………………... 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
g.  I am often less proud of Ireland than I             
     would like to be……………………………... 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
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A. 5 How proud are you of Ireland in each of the following?  (Please, tick one box on each line) [NIQ5] Show Card D.  
 Very proud Somewhat 

proud 
Not very 

proud 
Not proud 

at all 
Can’t 

choose 
a. the way democracy works………………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
b. its political influence in the world……………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
c. Ireland’s economic achievements………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
d. its social security system………………………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
e. its scientific and technological achievements……. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
f.  its achievements in sports………………………... �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
g. its achievements in the arts and literature………. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
h. Ireland’s armed forces…………………………… �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
i.  its history………………………………………….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
j.  its fair and equal treatment of all groups in  
    society………………………………………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
 

Now we would like to ask a few questions about relations between Ireland and other countries. 
 
A. 6  How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ6] 
 Show Card E.  

  
Agree 

strongly 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Disagree 
strongly 

 
Can’t 

choose 
a. Ireland should limit the import of foreign  
    products in order to protect its national  
    economy…………………………………………. 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
b. For certain problems, like environment 
    pollution, international bodies should have the      
    right to enforce solutions……………………….. 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
c. Ireland should follow its own interests, even if 
    this leads to conflicts with other nations………. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
d.  Foreigners should not be allowed to buy land 
     in Ireland………………………………………... 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
e. Ireland’s television stations should give  
    preference to Irish-made films and  
    programmes……………………………………... 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
 
A. 7  How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ7] 
 Show Card F.  

  
Agree 

strongly 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Disagree 
strongly 

 
Can’t 

choose 
a. Large international companies are doing 
    more and more damage to local businesses    
    in Ireland…………………………………….. 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
b. Free trade leads to better products  
    becoming available in Ireland……………… 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
c. In general, Ireland should follow the  
    decisions of international organizations to  
    which it belongs, even if the government  
    does not agree with them…………………… 

 

 

 

�1 

 

 

 

�2 

 

 

 

�3 

 

 

 

�4 

 

 

 

�5 

 

 

 

�8 
d. International organizations are taking  
     away too much power from the Irish  
     government…………………………………. 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
e. Increased exposure to foreign films, music, 
    and books is damaging our national and  
    local cultures………………………………… 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
f. A benefit of the Internet is that it makes  
    information available to more and more  
    people worldwide……………………………. 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
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Now we would like to ask a few questions about minorities in Ireland 
 
A. 8 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Please, tick one box on each line) [NIQ8] 
 

  
Agree 

strongly 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Disagree 
strongly 

 
Can’t 

choose 
a.  It is impossible for people who do not  
     share Ireland’s customs and traditions 
     to become fully Irish……………………… 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
b.  Ethnic minorities should be given  
      government assistance to preserve their  
      customs and traditions…………………... 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
 
 
A. 9 Some people say that it is better for a country if different racial and ethnic groups maintain their distinct customs  

and traditions.  Others say that it is better if these groups adapt and blend into the larger society.  Which of these 
views comes closer to your own?  [NIQ9] 

 
It is better for society if groups 

maintain their distinct customs and 
traditions. 

 

It is better if groups adapt and blend 
into the larger society. 

 

 

Don’t know 
 
 

 
�1 �2 �8 

 
A. 10 There are different opinions about immigrants from other countries living in Ireland. (By “immigrants” we mean  
 people who come to settle in Ireland.) How much do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?  
 (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ10]  Show Card G. 
 

  
Agree 

strongly 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Disagree 
strongly 

 
Can’t 

choose 
a. Immigrants increase crime rates……….. �1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �8 
b. Immigrants are generally good for  
    Ireland’s economy……………………….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
c. Immigrants take jobs away from people  
    who were born in Ireland……………….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
d. Immigrants improve Irish society by 
    bringing in new ideas and cultures…….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
e.  Government spends too much money 
     assisting immigrants……………………. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
 
 
A. 11 Do you think the number of immigrants to Ireland nowadays should be...  [NIQ11] 
 

increased a 
lot 

increased a 
little 

remain the same 
as it is 

reduced a 
little 

reduced 
a lot? 

Can’t 
choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �8 
 
 
A. 12 Are you a citizen of Ireland?   [NIQ12]  Yes ......................�1 No ........................�2 
 
 
 
A. 13 At the time of your birth, were both, one or neither of your parents citizens of Ireland?  [NIQ13] 
 

Both were citizens 
of Ireland 

Only father was a 
citizen of Ireland 

Only mother was a 
citizen of Ireland 

Neither parent was a 
citizen of Ireland 

�1 �2 �3 �4 
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A.14a Are you a member of the travelling community?  [NIQ14]    Yes ..................�1   No ................�2 
 
A.14b What is your Nationality? Irish ...........�1   Other Nationality ..........�2 No Nationality ...........�3 
 
  

A.14c   Which one(s)? [NIQ14]  _________________________________________________________ 
  (If more than one nationality, please list all) 
 
 
A. 15 How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (Please, tick one box on each line)  [NIQ15] 
 Show Card H. 
  

  
Agree 

strongly 

 
 

Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

 
 

Disagree 

 
Disagree 
strongly 

 
Can’t 

choose 
a. Children born in Ireland of parents 
    who are not citizens should have the  
    right to become Irish citizens……… 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
b. Children born abroad should have 
    the right to become Irish citizens if 
    at least one of their parents is an  
    Irish citizen…………………………... 

 

 

 

�1 

 

 

 

�2 

 

 

 

�3 

 

 

 

�4 

 

 

 

�5 

 

 

 

�8 
c.  Legal immigrants to Ireland who  
     are not citizens should have the  
     same rights as Irish citizens……….. 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
d.  Ireland should take stronger  
     measures to exclude illegal  
     immigrants?………………………… 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
 
A.16  How proud are you of being Irish? (Please, tick only one box)  [NIQ16] 
 

Very proud Somewhat proud Not very proud Not proud at all I am not Irish Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �8 

 
A.17  What language(s) do you speak most often at home?  [NIOPTQ1] 
 

 At home, I speak: [list  up to two choices]              (1) ___________________________________ 
  
        (2) ___________________________________ 
 
 
A.18 What language(s) do you speak well?  [NIOPTQ2]  (1) ___________________________________ 
  
        (2) ___________________________________ 
 
A.19  How important do you think being able to speak English is to be truly Irish?  [NIOPTQ3]   
 

Very 
important 

Fairly Important Not Very 
Important 

Not at all 
Important 

Can’t Choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 
 
A.20 Do you usually think of yourself as Irish?  [NIOPTQ4]    Yes ..................�1   No ................�2 
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A.21  Where did you spend most of your childhood (until age 16)?  [NIOPTQ5] 
 Please tick one box only.  
 In this town (city, village, locality)..............................................�1 
 In a different town (city, village) but in this county ....................�2 
 In a different county in Ireland ....................................................�3 
 Outside Ireland ............................................................................�4 
 
 
A.22 How long have you lived in the town (city, village, locality) where you live now?  [NIOPTQ6] 

(Please fill in number of years or tick box if less than one year) 
 

 Less than 1 year ...........................�1                       _____________ years  
 
A.23  About how long altogether have you lived in other countries?  [NIOPTQ7]  (Please tick one box only)  
 Never lived in other countries .....................................................�1 
 Less than 1 year in all ..................................................................�2 
 1 – 4 years in all ..........................................................................�3 
 5 years or longer ..........................................................................�4 
 

SECTION B: CITIZENSHIP 
 
B.1 There are different opinions as to what it takes to be a good citizen.  As far as you are concerned personally on a  
 scale of  1 to 7, where 1 is not at all important and 7 is very important, how important is it:   [CTZQ1-10]  Show Card I. 
 
       Not at                                                         Very 

all important                                               Important 
Can’t 
choose 

a.   Always to vote in elections �1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 
b.   Never to try to evade taxes �1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 
c.   Always to obey laws and regulations �1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 
d.   To keep watch on the actions of government �1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 
e.   To be active in social or political associations �1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 
f.    To try to understand the reasoning of people with  
            other opinions 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 

g.   To choose products for political, ethical or  
           environmental reasons, even if they cost a bit more 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 

h .  To help people in Ireland who are worse off than  
            yourself 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 

i .   To help people in the rest of the world who are  
           worse off than yourself 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 

j .  To be willing to serve in the military at a time of  
           need 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �6 �7 �8 

    
 There are a number of groups in society.  The following are a few questions about whether or not some of the 
 groups in society should be allowed to hold public meetings. 
 
B.2 Should religious extremists be allowed to hold public meetings?  [CTZ11] 
                                                 

Should definitely  
be allowed 

Should probably  
be allowed 

Should probably 
 not be allowed 

Should definitely  
not be allowed 

Can’t Choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
   
 
B.3 Should people who want to overthrow the government by force be allowed to hold public meetings?  [CTZ12] 
 

Should definitely  
be allowed 

Should probably  
be allowed 

Should probably 
 not be allowed 

Should definitely  
not be allowed 

Can’t Choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
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B.4 Should people prejudiced against any racial or ethnic group be allowed to hold public meetings?  [CTZ13] 
 

Should definitely  
be allowed 

Should probably  
be allowed 

Should probably 
 not be allowed 

Should definitely  
not be allowed 

Can’t Choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
 
 
B.5 Here are some different forms of political and social action that people can take. Please indicate, for each one, 

 (a) whether you have done any of these things in the past year,  
(b) whether you have done it in the more distant past, 
(c) whether you have not done it but might do it  or  
(d) have not done it and would never, under any circumstances, do it.   [CTZ14-21]  Show Card J.  

 (a) 
Have done it 

in the past 
year 

(b) 
Have done it 
in the more 
distant past 

(c) 
Have not 

done it but 
might do it 

 

(d) 
Have not 

done it and 
would 

never do it 

(e) 
Can’t 

choose 

a.   Signed a petition…………………………………………. �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
b.   Boycotted, or deliberately bought, certain products  
           for political, ethical or environmental reasons………… 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
c.   Took part in a demonstration……………………………  �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
d.   Attended a political meeting or rally…………………… �1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
e.   Contacted, or attempted to contact, a politician or a  
           civil servant to express your views……………………... 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
f.   Donated money or raised funds for a social or  
          political activity…………………………………………... 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
g.   Contacted or appeared in the media to express your 
           views……………………………………………………...

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
h.   Joined an Internet political forum or discussion  
           group…………………………………………………….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�8 
 
B.6 People sometimes belong to different kinds of groups or associations.  For each type of group, please indicate  

whether you, (a) belong and actively participate; (b) belong but don’t actively participate; (c) used to belong but do 
not any more; or (d) have never belonged to it.  [CTZ22-26]  Show card K. 

 
 (a) 

Belong and 
actively 

participate 

(b) 
Belong but 

don’t 
participate 

(c) 
Used to 
belong 

(d) 
Never 

belonged 

(e) 
Can’t 

Choose 

a.   A political party………………………………………….. �1                                  �2                      �3                �4              �8 
b.   A trade union, business, or professional association…... �1                                  �2                      �3                �4              �8 
c.   A church or other religious organization……………….. �1                                  �2                      �3                �4              �8 
d.   A sports, leisure or cultural group……………………… �1                                  �2                      �3                �4              �8 
e.   Another voluntary association………………………… �1                                  �2                      �3                �4              �8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8

 
 
 
B.7 There are different opinions about people's rights in a democracy.  On a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 is not at all  
 important and 7 is very important, how important is it:  [CTZ27-32]  Show Card L. 
 
       Not at                                                         Very 

all important                                               Important 
Can’t 
choose 

a.   That all citizens have an adequate standard of  
           living…………………………………………………...

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�6 
 

�7 
 

�8 
b.   That government authorities respect and protect 
           the rights of minorities……………………………….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�6 
 

�7 
 

�8 
c.   That government authorities treat everybody  
           equally regardless of their position in society……….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�6 
 

�7 
 

�8 
d.   That politicians take into account the views of  
           citizens before making decisions……………………...

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�6 
 

�7 
 

�8 
e.   That people be given more opportunities to  
            participate in public decision-making……………….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�6 
 

�7 
 

�8 
f.    That citizens may engage in acts of civil  
           disobedience when they oppose government 
           actions…………………………………………………..

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�6 

 

 

�7 

 

 

�8 
 
 
B.8 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  [CTZ33-36]  Show Card M. 
 

  
Strongly 
Agree 

 
Agree 

 
Neither 

Agree nor 
Disagree 

 
Disagree 

 
Strongly 
Disagree 

 
Can’t 

Choose 

a.   People like me don’t have any say about what  
           the government does…………………………… 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
b.   I don’t think the government cares much  
           what people like me think……………………... 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
c.   I feel I have a pretty good understanding of  
          the important political issues facing Ireland….. 

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
d.   I think most people in Ireland are better  
           informed about politics and government than     
           I am……………………………………………….

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5 

 

 

�8 
 
 
B.9 Suppose a law were being considered by the Dáil that you considered to be unjust or harmful.  
 
B.9a If such a case arose, how likely is it that you, acting alone or together with others, would be able to try to do  
 something about it?  [CTZ37] 
 

Very likely Fairly likely Not very likely Not at all likely Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
 
B.9b If you made such an effort, how likely is it that the Dáil would give serious attention to your demands? [CTZ38] 
 

Very likely Fairly likely Not very likely Not at all likely Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
 
B.9c How interested would you say you personally are in politics?  [CTZ39] 
 

Very interested Fairly interested Not very interested Not at all interested Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
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B.10 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  [CTZ40-41] 
 

  
Strongly 
Agree 

 
Agree 

 
Neither 

Agree nor 
Disagree 

 
Disagree 

 
Strongly 
Disagree 

 
Can’t 

Choose 

a.   Most of the time we can trust people in  
            government to do what is right…………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
b.   Most politicians are in politics only for what  
            they can get out of it personally…………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 

 
 
B.11 How often do you think that people would try to take advantage of you if they got the chance, and how often would 
 they try to be fair? [CTZ42] 
 

Try to take advantage 
almost all of the time 

Try to take advantage 
most of the time 

Try to be fair most of 
the time 

Try to be fair almost all 
of the time 

Can’t choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
 
B.12 Generally speaking, would you say that people can be trusted or that you can’t be too careful in dealing with  
 people?  [CTZ43] 
 

People can almost 
always be trusted 

People can 
usually be trusted 

You usually can’t be too 
careful in dealing with people 

You almost always can’t be too 
careful in dealing with people 

Can’t choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
 
B.13 When you get together with your friends, relatives or fellow workers, how often do you discuss politics?  [CTZ44] 
 

Often Sometimes Rarely Never Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
B.14 When you hold a strong opinion about politics, how often do you try to persuade your friends, relatives or fellow  
 workers to share your views? [CTZ45] 
 

Often Sometimes Rarely Never Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
Now we would like to ask your opinion about international  issues.  
 
B.15 Thinking about the United Nations, which comes closest to your view?  [CTZ46] 
 

The United Nations 
has too much power 

The United Nations has about the 
right amount of power 

The United Nations 
has too little power 

Don’t know what the 
United Nations is 

Can’t 
choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 
 
 
B.16 Which of these two statements comes closer to your view?   [CTZ47] 
 

In international organizations, decisions should be 
left to national government representatives 

In international organizations, citizens' organizations 
should be involved directly in the decision-making process 

Can’t 
choose 

�1 �2 �8 
 
B.17 Which of these two statements comes closer to your view?   [CTZ48] 
 

If a country seriously violates 
human rights, the United 
Nations should intervene 

Even if human rights are seriously violated, the 
country's sovereignty must be respected, and the 

United Nations should not intervene 

 
Don’t know what the 

United Nations is 

 
 

Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �8 
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B.18 Thinking now about politics in Ireland, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  

[CTZ49-51] 
 

  
Strongly 
Agree 

 
Agree 

 
Neither 

Agree nor 
Disagree 

 
Disagree 

 
Strongly 
Disagree 

 
Can’t 

Choose 

a.   Political parties encourage people to become 
            active in politics……………….…………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
b.   Political parties do not give voters real     
            policy choices………………….…………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
c.   Referendums are a good way to decide 
           important political questions……………………

 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5 
 

�8 
 
 
B.19 Thinking of the last national election in Ireland, how honest was it regarding the counting and reporting of the  
 votes? [CTZ52] 
 

Very honest Somewhat honest Neither honest or 
dishonest 

Somewhat dishonest Very dishonest Can’t choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �8 
 
B.20 Thinking of the last national election in Ireland, how fair was it regarding the opportunities of the candidates and  
 parties to campaign? [CTZ53] 
 

Very fair Somewhat fair Neither fair nor 
unfair 

Somewhat unfair Very unfair Can’t choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �8 
 
B.21 Thinking of the public service in Ireland, how committed is it to serve the people?  [CTZ54] 
 

Very committed Somewhat committed Not very committed Not at all committed Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
B.22 When the public service makes serious mistakes in Ireland how likely is it that they will be corrected? [CTZ55] 
 

Very likely Somewhat likely Not very likely Not at all likely Can’t choose 
�1 �2 �3 �4 �8 

 
B.23 How widespread do you think corruption is in the public service in Ireland?  [CTZ56] 
 

Hardly anyone is 
involved 

A small number of 
people are involved 

A moderate number of 
people are involved 

A lot of people are 
involved 

Almost everyone 
is involved 

Can’t choose 

�1 �2 �3 �4 �5 �8 
 
 
B.24 On the whole, on a scale of  0 to 10 where 0 is very poorly and 10 is very well.  [CTZ57-59] 
 

  Very                                                                                                       Very 
Poorly                                                                                                     Well 

Can’t 
choose 

a.   How well does democracy work in  
             Ireland today? ………………………….. 

 

�0 
 

�1 
 

�2 
 

�3 
 

�4 
 

�5

 

�6 
 

�7 
 

�8 
 

�9 
 

�10 
 

�98 
b.   And what about 10 years ago?  How     
             well did democracy work in  
             Ireland then? ………………………….. 

 

 

�0 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5

 

 

�6 

 

 

�7 

 

 

�8 

 

 

�9 

 

 

�10 

 

 

�98 
c.   And how about 10 years from now? 
            How well do you think democracy  
            will work in Ireland then? …………….. 

 

 

�0 

 

 

�1 

 

 

�2 

 

 

�3 

 

 

�4 

 

 

�5

 

 

�6 

 

 

�7 

 

 

�8 

 

 

�9 

 

 

�10 

 

 

�98 
 
 



 11

 
B.25 Here are some views regarding Ireland’s political system. Which of these statements is closer to your view?  [CTZ60] 
 

Under no circumstances 
should democratic rights 

be restricted by the government 

When the government thinks 
it is necessary it 

should restrict democratic rights 

 
 

Can’t Choose 
�1 �2 �8 

 
 

SECTION C: BACKGROUND VARIABLES 
 
Now I would like to record some general information about yourself. This will be used only to clarify your answer in order to 

see if there are important differences between the opinions of men and women, young and old etc. 
 
C.1 What is your sex?  [SEX] Male...................�1 Female ...............�2 
 
C.2 What was your age last birthday?  [AGE]  ______ Years old.  
 
C.3 Could you tell me your present marital status? [MARITAL] 
 
 Married ....... 1 Separated........ 2 Divorced ......... 3 Widowed ..... 4 Never Married .... 5 
 
  
 C.3a Are you currently living C.4a Are you currently living with a partner?[COHAB] Yes..... 1............No...... 2 
                 With your husband/wife? 
 
          Yes............ 1  No ..... 2 

 
 Go to C.5   C.4b Are you currently living with another partner?[COHAB] Yes .......... 1............No........... 2 
  
 
C.5 How many years of full-time education did you receive? [EDUCYRS] 
 
        _____ years of full-time education 
  

 No formal education...........�0 Still at School................�95 Still at College/University...........�96 
 

 Don’t know ...................�98 No answer ...................................�99 
 

 

C.6 What is the highest level of education that you attained?  [Int: Tick one box ]  [DEGREE/NAT-DEGR]   Show Card N. 
 
 None ...............................................................�1 Leaving cert or equivalent ..............................�7 
 Incomplete Primary ........................................�2 Third level incomplete....................................�8 
 Complete Primary...........................................�3 Certificate or diploma.....................................�9 
 Some second level ..........................................�4 University primary degree or equivalent ........�10 
 Group Cert or equivalent ................................�5 University higher degree or equivalent...........�11 
 Junior/Intermediate Cert or equivalent ...........�6  
 
 
C.7 Which of the following best describes your present situation with regard to employment:  [WRKST] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY]  Show Card O. 
 
 At work full-time ...........................................�1 Student............................................................�6 
 At work part-time ..........................................�2 Retired ............................................................�7 
 At work less than part-time ............................�3 Engaged in home duties..................................�8 
 At work as relative assisting...........................�4 Permanently disabled......................................�9
 Unemployed (incl. Seeking first job) .............�5 Other, not in labour force ...............................�10 
 
If ‘At work’ (Codes 1-4 in C.7 above), answer C.8-C.13 in relation to your present job. If not now working but did work in the 
past, answer Questions C.8-C.13 in relation to your most recent job. If respondent never had a job go to Question C.14.  
[WRKHRS] 
 
C.8 How many hours do/did you normally work per week?  ___________ hours  Never had a job........�1 Go to C.14 
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C.9a  What is/was your occupation? Please describe fully. If farmer please record number of acres and type of farm 
  farmed.  [ISCO88] 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
C.9b Please describe as fully as possible the nature of the business activity of your employer. 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
C.10 Do you normally supervise any other workers in your job?  [WRKSUP] 
 
 Yes..............................�1 No..................................�2 
 
 
C.11 Do/did you work in the public or private sector?   [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY]  [WRKTYPE]   Show Card P 
 
 Civil Service ...................................................�1 Commercial Semi-States............................................�6 
 Education (incl. Teachers)..............................�2 Other Private Company .............................................�7 
 Health Sector ..................................................�3 Self-employed............................................................�8 
 Gardaí/Defence Forces ...................................�4 Other (please specify)_______________________ ..�9 
 Non-commercial semi-states ..........................�5  
 
 
  [If self employed (code 8 in C.11 above) ask Question C.12, otherwise go to Question C.13].  
 
C.12 How many people do/did you employ, including yourself if self employed? [NEMPLOY] __________ people 
 
C.13 Are you, or have you ever been a member of any trade union?     [UNION]      
 
 Currently a member............   �1        Once a member, not now .........   �2        Never a member............   �3        
 
C.14  When you were 16 what kind of work did your father do- what was his occupation?  Please describe fully. If farmer  
 please record the type of farm and the number of acres farmed. 
   
       _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C.15 In our society there are groups of people which tend to be towards the top and groups which tend to be toward the 

 bottom.  Below is a scale that runs from top to bottom.  Where would you put yourself on this scale currently?       
  [TOPBOT]     [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX] Show Card Q. 

 
  
 TOP 10  
  9   
  8    
  7  
  6   

  5    

  4   

  3    

  2    

 Bottom 1 
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C.16 Which of the following best describes your spouse’s/partner’s present situation with regard to employment 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY]  [SPWRKST]  Show Card R. 
 
 At work full-time ...........................................�1 Student.......................................................�6 
 At work part-time ...........................................�2 Retired .......................................................�7 
 At work less than part-time ............................�3 Engaged in home duties.............................�8 
 At work as relative assisting...........................�4 Permanently disabled.................................�9 
 Unemployed (incl. Seeking first job) .............�5 Other, not in labour force ..........................�10 
   No spouse ..................................................�11 Go to C19 
 
 
C.17 What is/was your spouse’s occupation? Please describe as fully as possible.  [SPISCO88] 
 [Int. If spouse never worked, please write in never worked rather than leaving blank] 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C.18 Do/did your spouse work in the public or private sector?   [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY]  [SPWRKTYP]  Show Card S. 
 
 Civil Service ...................................................�1 Commercial Semi-States............................................�6 
 Education (incl. Teachers)..............................�2 Other Private Company .............................................�7 
 Health Sector ..................................................�3 Self-employed............................................................�8 
 Gardaí/Defence Forces ...................................�4 Other (please specify)_______________________ ..�9 
 Non-commercial semi-states ..........................�5  
 
 
C.19  What is your current religious denomination? Please describe as fully as possible.  [RELIG] 
 [Int.: If none, please write NONE, do not leave blank] 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
C.20  How often do you currently attend religious services?  [ATTEND] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Several times a week ......................................�1 Once a year ................................................................�6 
 Once a week ...................................................�2 Less than once per year..............................................�7 
 2-3 times per month........................................�3 Never .........................................................................�8 
 Once per month ..............................................�4 Refused ......................................................................�97 
 Several times a year........................................�5 Don’t know ................................................................�98 
   Not applicable............................................................�99 
 
C.21  Do you feel closer to one of the political parties than to the others? 
 
 Yes ..................�1  → Go to C.22 No..........................�2 → Go to C.23 
 
 
C.22 If yes: which party is that?  [NAT-PRTY] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Fianna Fáil......................................................�1 Green Party ................................................................�5 
 Fine Gael ........................................................�2 Sinn Féin....................................................................�6 
 Labour ............................................................�3 Other, specify_____________________________ ...�7 
 Progressive Democrats ...................................�4 
  
 
C.23 Did you vote in the last general election (May 2002)?  [VOTE-LE] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
 Yes ..................�1   No..........................�2  
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C.24 People often use the term ‘right wing’ or ‘left wing’ in describing political opinions. This card [Show Card T] shows  
 a scale from very left wing to very right wing. Where would you put yourself on this scale?  [PARTY-LR] 
 
 Left Right  Don’t know 
          1.................2 ................... 3....................4 ................... 5.................... 6 .................. 7          �8 
 
 
C.25 Would you say you live in:  [URBRURAL] 
 [PLEASE TICK ONE BOX ONLY] 
 
                             The suburbs or outskirts               A town or                         A country                      A farm or home 
 A big city ........�1   of a big city ...........�2  small city.........�3  village ........�4  in the country .....�5 
 
 
C.26 Here is a scale of incomes, and we would like to know in what group your household lies in terms of its gross  
 income, counting all wages, salaries, pensions and other income that come in. [Show Card U , Circle in column (1) the 
 letter of the group your household falls into, before taxes and other deductions] [INCOME] 
 
 And which group does your own gross income fall into, again before taxes and other deductions? [Circle in column 
 (2) the letter of the group your personal income falls into]  [RINCOME]   Show Card U. 
 
 € Total Gross Income 
      

Per Week Per Month Per Year (1) 
Household 
Category 

(2) 
Personal 
Category 

Under €130  Under €575  Under €6,900  A A 
€130 - €215  €575 - €900  €6,900 - €11,150  B B 
€216 - €300  €901 - €1,300  €11,151 - €16,000  C C 
€301 - €400  €1,301 - €1,750  €16,001 - €21,400  D D 
€401 - €530  €1,751 - €2,300  €21,401 - €27,500  E E 
€531 - €650  €2,301 - €2,850  €27,501 - €34,500  F F 
€651 - €800  €2,851 - €3,500  €34,501 - €42,150  G G 
€801 - €1,000  €3,501 - €4,400  €42,151 - €52,850  H H 
€1,001 - €1,300  €4,401 - €5,800  €52,851 - €69,500  I I 
€1,301 or more  €5,801 or more  €69,501 or more  J J 

 
 
 
C.27 How many people aged 18 or more live in your household  ______________ adults  [HHCYCLE] 
 
 How many people aged 17 or under live in your household ______________ children 
 
      Total in household   ______________  [HOMPOP] 
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C.28 Finally I would like you to think now of the other members of your household, could you please tell me… 
 
 A their first names or initials,   C their age at last birthday 
 B their sex     D their relationship to YOU 
               

(A) 
Name/Initial 

(B) 
Sex 

(C) 
Age 

(D) 
Relationship to respondent 

 1 Male 
2 Female 
M      F 

 (Int.: Code Relationship using 
Yellow Card) 

1.  Respondent 1        2  0 
2.  1        2   
3.  1        2   
4. 1        2   
5. 1       2   
6. 1        2   
7. 1        2   
8. 1        2   
9. 1        2   
10. 1        2   
11. 1        2   
12. 1        2   

 
 
C.29 Size of location in which household is situated:  [NAT-SIZE] 
 
 Open Country .............................�1   Waterford City .......................................�7 
 Village (200-1,499) ....................�2   Galway City ...........................................�8   
 Town (1,500-2,999) ...................�3   Limerick City.........................................�9   
 Town (3,000-4,999) ...................�4   Cork City................................................�10   
 Town (5,000-9,999) ...................�5   Dublin City (incl. Dun Laoghaire) ........�11   
 Town (10,000 or more) ............�6   Dublin County (outside Dublin city)....�12 

 

 
C.30 Time Interview ended: _________________ 
                                                                             (24-hour clock) 
 
 
 
 
 


