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Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

Please name the ISSP module which the documentation refers to (e.g., “Environment III / 
ISSP2010”): 

EnvironmentIII/ISSP2010 
 

Please name your country: 

Flanders - Belgium 
 

 

 

 

SEX - Sex of respondent 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 14. Wat is uw geslacht? Question 14. What is your sex? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. man 1. male
2. vrouw 2. female
- not used -  9. NA, refused

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer of de respondent man of vrouw is. Note whether the person is a male or a 
female. 

 

Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes (in translation)  SEX 

1 male 1. Male 
2 female 2. Female 
- not used -  9. No answer 
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BIRTH – Year of birth 

 

This question can be asked as an alternative to asking about AGE. If BIRTH is not asked 
directly, it must be computed by DATEYR ‘year of interview’ minus AGE ‘age of respondent’. 

 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 3. In welk jaar en welke maand bent u 
geboren? 

Question 3. What’s the year and month of 
your birth? 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer jaartal (v3_1) en maand (v3_2). 
Indien ‘geen antwoord’ noteer 99. 

Note the year (v3_1) and month (v3_2). If 
‘no answer’ type 99. 

 

Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers) 

 Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  BIRTH 

Construction   
Codes  [MIN BIRTH] 
  [HIGH BIRTH] 
  9999. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* BIRTH 2010. 
 
** Hercoderen van het geboortejaar in 4 cijfers. 
 
COMPUTE BIRTH = (v3_1 + 1900). 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Missings coderen 
 
RECODE  
BIRTH 
(missing = 9999) (else = copy) INTO BIRTH. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen 
 
VALUE LABELS BIRTH 9999 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
 

 



ISS
P 2

01
0 F

lan
de

rs 
- B

elg
ium

  3 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

AGE - Age of respondent 

 

This question can be asked as an alternative to asking about BIRTH. If AGE is not asked 
directly, it must be computed by DATEYR ‘year of interview’ minus BIRTH ‘year of birth’. 

 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 3. In welk jaar en welke maand bent u 
geboren? 

Question 3. What’s the year and month of 
your birth? 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer jaartal (v3_1) en maand (v3_2). 
Indien ‘geen antwoord’ noteer 99. 

Note the year (v3_1) and month (v3_2). If 
‘no answer’ type 99. 

 

Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers) 

 Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  AGE 

Construction   
Codes  [MIN AGE] 
  [HIGH AGE] 
  999. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* AGE (leeftijd) 2010 
 
** Hercoderen van het geboortejaar in 4 cijfers. 
 
COMPUTE GEBJ = (v3_1 + 1900). 
EXECUTE. 
 
**Berekenen van de leeftijd: jaartal minus het ingevulde geboortejaar. 
 
COMPUTE AGE = 2010 - GEBJ. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Missings coderen 
 
RECODE  
AGE 
(missing = 999) (else = copy) INTO AGE. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen 
 
VALUE LABELS AGE 999 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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EDUCYRS - Education I: years of schooling 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 37. Welke van de mogelijkheden op 
kaart 7 omschrijft het best uw huidige 
situatie? Er is maar één antwoord mogelijk. 

Question 37. Which of the different 
possibilities on card 7 describes your current 
situation? Only one answer possible. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. betaald werk (als werknemer, 
zelfstandige, ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, 
interim, DAC, dienstencheques, meewerkend 
in gezins- of familiebedrijf) 

1. paid work (as employee, self-employed, 
GESKO, RVA-apprenticeship, interim, DAC, 
service cheques, helping family member) 

2.gepensioneerd  2. retired
3. huisvrouw of huisman 2. housekeeper
4. in ziekteverlof 3. sick leave
5. in bevallingsverlof 4. maternity leave
6. met volledig verlof zonder wedde 5. unpaid leave
7. voltijds tijdskrediet / voltijdse 
loopbaanonderbreking (ook 
ouderschapsverlof, palliatief verlof, 
medische bijstand van een ziek familielid) 

7. fulltime career break (also parental break, 
palliative break, medical support of a sick 
relative) 

8. arbeidsongeschikt 8. unable to work
9. uitkeringsgerechtigd werkloos 9. unemployed with benefit 
10. op zoek naar een eerste job 10. looking for a first job 
11. studeert in volledig dagonderwijs 11. full time student 
12. leerjongen/-meisje 12. apprentice
13. andere (specificeer) 13. others (note)
14. niet-uitkeringsgerechtigd werkloos 14. unemployed without benefit 
77. weet niet 77. don’t know
88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 7 – lees alle 
antwoordmogelijkheden voor - 1 enkel 
antwoord mogelijk 

Show card 7 – read all possible answers out 
loud - only one answer possible 

Note The category ‘other’ has been recoded, a 
new code (14) has been introduced. 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 44. Hoeveel jaren hebt u lager 
onderwijs gevolgd? 
 

Question 44. How many years of primary 
education did you complete? 
 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

- indien geen lager onderwijs gevolgd, tik 0 
in 
- indien ‘weet niet’ tik 777 in 
- indien ‘geen antwoord’ tik 888 in 

- when no primary education type 0 
 
- when ‘do not know’ type 777 
- when ‘no answer’ type 888 

Note Primary school : age 6 – 12
Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 45. Hoeveel jaren hebt u middelbaar 
onderwijs gevolgd? 

Question 45. How many years of secondary 
education did you complete? 

Interviewer 
Instruction  

- indien geen middelbaar onderwijs gevolgd, 
tik 0 in 
- indien ‘weet niet’ tik 777 in 
- indien ‘geen antwoord’ tik 888 in 
- tel het lopende schooljaar niet mee indien 
respondent nu nog les volgt 

- when no secondary education type 0
 
- when ‘do not know’ type 777 
- when ‘no answer’ type 888 
- do not count the current year when the 
person is still in school 

Note Secondary school: age 13 – 18
Question no. 
and text  

Vraag 46. Hoeveel jaren hebt u hoger 
onderwijs van het korte of lange type of in 
het universitair onderwijs gevolgd? 

Question 46. How many years higher 
education of short or long type or university 
did you complete? 
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Interviewer 
Instruction  

- indien geen hoger onderwijs gevolgd, tik 0 
in 
- indien ‘weet niet’ tik 777 in 
- indien ‘geen antwoord’ tik 888 in 
- tel het lopende schooljaar niet mee indien 
respondent nu nog les volgt 

- when no higher education type 0 
 
- when ‘do not know’ type 777 
- when ‘no answer’ type 888 
- do not count the current year when the 
person is still in school 

Note  Higher education or university: age 18 or 
older 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 39. U studeert momenteel in volledig 
dagonderwijs. Welke onderwijsvorm volgt u? 
U kan kaart 9 gebruiken om te antwoorden. 

Question 39. At this moment you are still in 
school. What kind of education do you 
follow? You can use card 9 to answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. algemeen secundair onderwijs 2de graad 1. general secondary education 2nd degree

 2. kunst secundair onderwijs 2de graad 2. art secondary education 2nd degree
 3. technisch secundair onderwijs 2de graad 3. technical secondary education 2nd degree
 4. beroeps secundair onderwijs 2de graad 4. vocational secondary education 2nd 

degree 
 5. algemeen secundair onderwijs 3de graad 5. general secondary education 3rd degree
 6. kunst secundair onderwijs 3de graad 6. art secondary education 3rd degree
 7. technisch secundair onderwijs 3de graad 7. technical secondary education 3rd degree
 8. beroeps secundair onderwijs 3de graad 8. vocational secondary education 3rd 

degree 
 9. deeltijds lerenden 9. parttime students 
 10. buitengewoon secundair onderwijs 10. special secondary education  
 11. zevende jaar ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO of vierde 

graad BSO 
11. seventh year or vocational secondary 
education 4th degree  

 12. hoger beroepsonderwijs 12. higher vocational education 
 13. professionele bachelor aan een 

hogeschool 
13. professional bachelor college 

 14. academische bachelor aan een 
hogeschool 

14. academic bachelor college 

 15. academische bachelor aan een 
universiteit 

15. academic bachelor university 

 16. master aan een hogeschool 16. master college
 17. master aan een universiteit 17. master university 
 18. ander of bij twijfel (specificeer) 18. other or in doubt (note) 
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
 Toon kaart 9 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 9 – only one answer possible
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Question 39: to be answered by those who are still full time student or apprentice (=code 11 or 12 on 
question 37) 
Question 44, 45 and 46: ask all 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  EDUCYRS 

0 0. No formal schooling 
1 1. One year 
… … 
95 95. Still at school 
96 96. Still at college/university/in training 
98 98. Don’t know 
99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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* Educyrs - Education I: years of schooling 2010.
 
**  Indien de respondent zijn/haar opleiding heeft voltooid. 
 
*** Indien "weet niet". 
 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v44 = 777) EDUCYRS = 98. 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v45 = 777) EDUCYRS = 98. 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v46 = 777) EDUCYRS = 98. 
EXECUTE. 
 
*** Indien "geen antwoord". 
 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v44 = 888) EDUCYRS = 99. 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v45 = 888) EDUCYRS = 99. 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v46 = 888) EDUCYRS = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
*** Indien jaren ingevuld. 
 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v44 < 777 AND v45 < 777 AND v46 < 777) EDUCYRS = (v44 + v45 + v46). 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
** Indien de respondent nog steeds een opleiding in dagonderwijs volgt. 
 
*** Indien men een opleiding aan de hogeschool of unief volgt. 
 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 13) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 14) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 15) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 16) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 17) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 13) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 14) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 15) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 16) EDUCYRS = 96. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 17) EDUCYRS = 96. 
EXECUTE. 
 
*** Indien men een opleiding lager dan de hogeschool of unief volgt. 
 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 < 13) EDUCYRS = 95. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 < 13) EDUCYRS = 95. 
EXECUTE. 
 
*** Indien de opleiding niet ingevuld is. 
 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 18) EDUCYRS = 98. 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 77) EDUCYRS = 98. 
IF (v37 = 11 AND v39 = 88) EDUCYRS = 99. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 18) EDUCYRS = 98. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 77) EDUCYRS = 98. 
IF (v37 = 12 AND v39 = 88) EDUCYRS = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
** Indien de respondent nooit een formele opleiding heeft gevolgd. 
 
IF ((v37 ne 11 or v37 ne 12) AND v44 = 0 AND v45 = 0 AND v46 = 0) EDUCYRS = 0. 
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EXECUTE. 
 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS EDUCYRS 95 'Still at school' 96 'Still at college, university' 0 'No formal schooling, no years at 
school'  98 'Do not know' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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BE_DEGR - Country-specific highest completed degree of education 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 39. U studeert momenteel in volledig 
dagonderwijs. Welke onderwijsvorm volgt u? 
U kan kaart 9 gebruiken om te antwoorden. 

Question 39. At this moment you are still in 
school. What kind of education do you 
follow? You can use card 9 to answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. algemeen secundair onderwijs 2de graad 1. general secondary education 2nd degree

 2. kunst secundair onderwijs 2de graad 2. art secondary education 2nd degree
 3. technisch secundair onderwijs 2de graad 3. technical secondary education 2nd degree
 4. beroeps secundair onderwijs 2de graad 4. vocational secondary education 2nd 

degree 
 5. algemeen secundair onderwijs 3de graad 5. general secondary education 3rd degree
 6. kunst secundair onderwijs 3de graad 6. art secondary education 3rd degree
 7. technisch secundair onderwijs 3de graad 7. technical secondary education 3rd degree
 8. beroeps secundair onderwijs 3de graad 8. vocational secondary education 3rd 

degree 
 9. deeltijds lerenden 9. parttime students 
 10. buitengewoon secundair onderwijs 10. special secondary education  
 11. zevende jaar ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO of vierde 

graad BSO 
11. seventh year or vocational secondary 
education 4th degree  

 12. hoger beroepsonderwijs 12. higher vocational education 
 13. professionele bachelor aan een 

hogeschool 
13. professional bachelor college 

 14. academische bachelor aan een 
hogeschool 

14. academic bachelor college 

 15. academische bachelor aan een 
universiteit 

15. academic bachelor university 

 16. master aan een hogeschool 16. master college
 17. master aan een universiteit 17. master university 
 18. ander of bij twijfel (specificeer) 18. other or in doubt (note) 
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
 Toon kaart 9 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 9 – only one answer possible

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 42. Op kaart 11 staan een aantal 
diploma’s en getuigschriften. U kan deze 
rustig doorlezen.  Wat is het hoogste 
getuigschrift of diploma dat u heeft 
behaald? 

Question 42. Card 11 shows a number of 
diplomas and attestations. You can read 
through the card. What’s the highest degree 
you completed? 

Codes/ 
Categories 1. geen 1. none 

 2. lager onderwijs 2. primary education 

 3. eerste graad secundair onderwijs 3. secondary education first grade 

 4. algemeen lager secundair onderwijs 4. lower general secondary education 

 5. technisch of kunst lager secundair 
onderwijs (A3) 

5. lower technical or art secondary 
education (A3) 

 6. beroeps lager secundair onderwijs 6. lower secondary vocational education 

 7. buitengewoon secundair onderwijs 7. lower secondary education  

 8. algemeen hoger secundair onderwijs 8. higher general secondary education 

 9. technisch of kunst hoger secundair 
onderwijs (A2) 

8. higher technical secondary education or 
art education (A2) 

 10. beroeps hoger secundair onderwijs 10. higher vocational secondary education 
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 11. zevende jaar ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO of vierde 
graad BSO 

11. seventh year ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO or 
vocational education fourth grade 

 12. hoger onderwijs korte type  / 1 cyclus 
(A1, graduaat,…) of professionele bachelor 

12. 1-cycle higher education (A1, graduate, 
…) or non-university professional bachelor 

 13. academische bachelor aan een 
hogeschool 13. non-university academic bachelor  

 14. academische bachelor aan een 
universiteit 14. university academic bachelor  

 15. hoger onderwijs van het lange type / 2 
cycli of master aan een hogeschool 

15. 2-cycle higher education or non-
university master  

 16. universiteit (licentiaat, ingenieur, …) of 
master aan een universiteit 16. university or university master  

 17. ander of bij twijfel (specificeer) 17. other or in doubt (note) 

 77. weet niet 77. don’t know

 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction Toon kaart 11 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk. Show card 11 – only one answer possible 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 39: if student or apprentice (code 11 or 12 at question 37)
Question 42: if not a student (all codes beside code 11 or 12 at question 37)
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* BE_DEGR  -  Country Specific Education Flanders 2010.
 
**  when still in education, dus 1 niveau lager.  
 
IF (v39 = 1) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v39 = 2) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v39 = 3) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v39 = 4) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v39 = 5) BE_DEGR = 3. 
IF (v39 = 6) BE_DEGR = 4. 
IF (v39 = 7) BE_DEGR = 4. 
IF (v39 = 8) BE_DEGR = 5. 
IF (v39 = 9) BE_DEGR = 5. 
IF (v39 = 10) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v39 = 11) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v39 = 12) BE_DEGR = 8. 
IF (v39 = 13) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v39 = 14) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v39 = 15) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v39 = 16) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v39 = 17) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v39 = 77) BE_DEGR = 99. 
IF (v39 = 88) BE_DEGR = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** no education at this moment 
 
IF (v42 = 1) BE_DEGR = 1. 
IF (v42 = 2) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v42 = 3) BE_DEGR = 3. 
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IF (v42 = 4) BE_DEGR = 3. 
IF (v42 = 5) BE_DEGR = 4. 
IF (v42 = 6) BE_DEGR = 5. 
IF (v42 = 7) BE_DEGR = 2. 
IF (v42 = 8) BE_DEGR = 6. 
IF (v42 = 9) BE_DEGR = 7. 
IF (v42 = 10) BE_DEGR = 8. 
IF (v42 = 11) BE_DEGR = 9. 
IF (v42 = 12) BE_DEGR = 10. 
IF (v42 = 13) BE_DEGR = 10. 
IF (v42 = 14) BE_DEGR = 10. 
IF (v42 = 15) BE_DEGR = 11. 
IF (v42 = 16) BE_DEGR = 11. 
IF (v42 = 17) BE_DEGR = 0. 
IF (v42 = 77) BE_DEGR = 99. 
IF (v42 = 88) BE_DEGR = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
 
** Value labels 
 
VALUE LABELS BE_DEGR 0 'Not available' 1 'None' 2 'Primary Education' 3 'Lower general secondary' 4 'Lower 
technical art secondary' 5 'Lower vocational secondary'  6 'Higher general secondary' 7 'Higher technical art 
secondary' 8 'Higher vocational secondary' 9 '7th year after higher secondary' 10 'Professional, bachelor non-
university, bachelor university' 11 'Master, non-university, university' 99 'NA'.  
EXECUTE. 
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DEGREE – R: Education II: categories 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 39. U studeert momenteel in volledig 
dagonderwijs. Welke onderwijsvorm volgt u? 
U kan kaart 9 gebruiken om te antwoorden. 

Question 39. At this moment you are still in 
school. What kind of education do you 
follow? You can use card 9 to answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. algemeen secundair onderwijs 2de graad 1. general secondary education 2nd degree

 2. kunst secundair onderwijs 2de graad 2. art secondary education 2nd degree
 3. technisch secundair onderwijs 2de graad 3. technical secondary education 2nd degree
 4. beroeps secundair onderwijs 2de graad 4. vocational secondary education 2nd 

degree 
 5. algemeen secundair onderwijs 3de graad 5. general secondary education 3rd degree
 6. kunst secundair onderwijs 3de graad 6. art secondary education 3rd degree
 7. technisch secundair onderwijs 3de graad 7. technical secondary education 3rd degree
 8. beroeps secundair onderwijs 3de graad 8. vocational secondary education 3rd 

degree 
 9. deeltijds lerenden 9. parttime students 
 10. buitengewoon secundair onderwijs 10. special secondary education  
 11. zevende jaar ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO of vierde 

graad BSO 
11. seventh year or vocational secondary 
education 4th degree  

 12. hoger beroepsonderwijs 12. higher vocational education 
 13. professionele bachelor aan een 

hogeschool 
13. professional bachelor college 

 14. academische bachelor aan een 
hogeschool 

14. academic bachelor college 

 15. academische bachelor aan een 
universiteit 

15. academic bachelor university 

 16. master aan een hogeschool 16. master college
 17. master aan een universiteit 17. master university 
 18. ander of bij twijfel (specificeer) 18. other or in doubt (note) 
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
 Toon kaart 9 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 9 – only one answer possible

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 42. Op kaart 11 staan een aantal 
diploma’s en getuigschriften. U kan deze 
rustig doorlezen.  Wat is het hoogste 
getuigschrift of diploma dat u heeft 
behaald? 

Question 42. Card 11 shows a number of 
diplomas and attestations. You can read 
through the card. What’s the highest degree 
you completed? 

Codes/ 
Categories 1. geen 1. none 

 2. lager onderwijs 2. primary education 

 3. eerste graad secundair onderwijs 3. secundary education first grade 

 4. algemeen lager secundair onderwijs 4. lower general secondary education 

 5. technisch of kunst lager secundair 
onderwijs (A3) 

5. lower technical or art secondary 
education (A3) 

 6. beroeps lager secundair onderwijs 6. lower secondary vocational education 

 7. buitengewoon secundair onderwijs 7. lower secondary education  

 8. algemeen hoger secundair onderwijs 8. higher general secondary education 

 9. technisch of kunst hoger secundair 
onderwijs (A2) 

8. higher technical secondary education or 
art education (A2) 

 10. beroeps hoger secundair onderwijs 10. higher vocational secondary education 
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 11. zevende jaar ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO of vierde 
graad BSO 

11. seventh year ASO/TSO/KSO/BSO or 
vocational education fourth grade 

 12. hoger onderwijs korte type  / 1 cyclus 
(A1, graduaat,…) of professionele bachelor 

12. 1-cycle higher education (A1, graduate, 
…) or non-university professional bachelor 

 13. academische bachelor aan een 
hogeschool 13. non-university academic bachelor  

 14. academische bachelor aan een 
universiteit 14. university academic bachelor  

 15. hoger onderwijs van het lange type / 2 
cycli of master aan een hogeschool 

15. 2-cycle higher education or non-
university master  

 16. universiteit (licentiaat, ingenieur, …) of 
master aan een universiteit 16. university or university master  

 17. ander of bij twijfel (specificeer) 17. other or in doubt (note) 

 77. weet niet 77. don’t know

 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction Toon kaart 11 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk. Show card 11 – only one answer possible 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 39: if student or apprentice (code 11 or 12 at question 37)
Question 42: if not a student (all codes beside code 11 or 12 at question 37)
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules DEGREE 

0 0. No formal qualification 
1 1. Lowest formal qualification attainable
2 2. Intermediary secondary completed 

(qualifications which are above the 
lowest qualification, but below the 
usual entry requirement for universities) 

3 3. Higher secondary completed (usual 
entry requirement for universities: the 
German Abitur, the French Bac, English 
A-level, etc.) 

4 4. University degree incomplete 
(qualifications which are above the 
higher secondary level, but BELOW a full 
university degree; also including 
completed degrees from a Polytechnic 
college, e.g. in German or Spain)  

5 5. University degree completed  
9 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* Degree - Education II : highest education level 2010.
 
** Indien de respondent nog een opleiding volgt in dagonderwijs, moet het diploma gehercodeerd worden op 
1 niveau lager dan de huidige onderwijsrichting. 
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IF (v39 < 5) DEGREE = 1.
IF (v39 > 4 AND v39 < 10) DEGREE = 2. 
IF (v39 = 10) DEGREE = 1. 
IF (v39 =11) DEGREE = 2. 
IF (v39 > 11 AND v39 < 18) DEGREE = 3. 
IF (v39 > 17) DEGREE = 9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Indien de respondent geen dagonderwijs meer volgt. 
 
IF (v42 = 1) DEGREE = 0. 
IF (v42 = 2) DEGREE = 1. 
IF (v42 = 7) DEGREE = 1. 
IF (v42 > 2 AND v42 < 7) DEGREE = 2. 
IF (v42 > 7 AND v42 < 12) DEGREE = 3. 
IF (v42 = 12) DEGREE = 4. 
IF (v42 = 13) DEGREE = 4. 
IF (v42 = 14) DEGREE = 4. 
IF (v42 = 15) DEGREE = 5. 
IF (v42 = 16) DEGREE = 5. 
IF (v42 = 17) DEGREE = 9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS DEGREE 0 'No formal qualification' 1 'Lowest formal qualification' 2 'Intermediate secondary 
completed (above lowest formal qualification)'  
3 'Higher secondary completed' 4 'University degree incomplete (above higher secondary level)' 5 'University 
degree completed' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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WORK – Currently, formerly, or never in paid work 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 15. Heeft u momenteel betaald werk, 
had u vroeger betaald werk of hebt u nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer u tijdelijk niet werkt omwille van 
ziekte, bevallingsverlof, ouderschapsverlof, 
palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan uw normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 15. Are you in paid work at this 
moment, were you in paid work in the past, 
or were you never in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When you are temporarily not working due 
to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
your normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily not 
present) 

2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een 
voor een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by 
one – only one answer allowed 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules WORK 

1 1. Currently in paid work 
2 2. Currently not in paid work, paid work 

in the past 
3 3. Never had a paid work 
8 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* WORK (nu, vroeger of nooit betaald werk) 2010    
 
IF (v15 = 1) WORK = 1. 
IF (v15 = 2) WORK = 2. 
IF (v15 = 3) WORK = 3. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS WORK 1 'Currently in paid work' 2 'Currently not in paid work, paid work in the past' 3 'Never 
had paid work' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 



ISS
P 2

01
0 F

lan
de

rs 
- B

elg
ium

  15 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

WRKHRS – Hours worked weekly  

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 15. Heeft u momenteel betaald werk, 
had u vroeger betaald werk of hebt u nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer u tijdelijk niet werkt omwille van 
ziekte, bevallingsverlof, ouderschapsverlof, 
palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan uw normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 15. Are you in paid work at this 
moment, were you in paid work in the past, 
or were you never in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When you are temporarily not working due 
to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
your normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily not 
present) 

2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 18. Over het algemeen genomen, 
hoeveel uren betaald werk oefent u uit 
tijdens een week, dus van maandag t.e.m. 
zondag, overuren inbegrepen? Met werk 
bedoelen we werk in functie van uw beroep. 

Question 18. In general, how many hours do 
you usually work during a week, from 
Monday until Sunday, with overtime? Work 
only for your profession.  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer het juiste aantal. Note the right amount. 

 Vraag 18_1 uren 
Vraag 18_2 minuten 

Question 18_1 hours 
Question 18_2 minutes 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 15: ask all 
Question 18 : to be answered by those currently in paid work (code 1 on question 15) 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules WRKHRS 

1 1. One hour 
… … 
96 96. 96 hours and more 
98 98. Don’t know 
99 99. No answer 
 00. NAP (Code 2 or 3 in WORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* WRKHRS - Hours worked weekly 2010. 
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** Uren hercoderen in nieuwe variabele (ook weet niet en geen antwoord).
** Indien 96 of meer uren werk per week: indelen in categorie 96 +. 
 
RECODE 
V18_1 
(96 thru 106 = 96) (777 = 98) (888 = 99) (else = copy) INTO WRKHRS. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Indien men geen betaald werk heeft, hercoderen in "niet van toepassing". 
 
IF (v15 > 1) WRKHRS = 0. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS WRKHRS 0 'NAP'  96 '96 hours and more' 98 'Do not know' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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EMPREL – Employment relationship 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 15. Heeft u momenteel betaald werk, 
had u vroeger betaald werk of hebt u nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer u tijdelijk niet werkt omwille van 
ziekte, bevallingsverlof, ouderschapsverlof, 
palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan uw normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 15. Are you in paid work at this 
moment, were you in paid work in the past, 
or were you never in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When you are temporarily not working due 
to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
your normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily not 
present) 

2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 21. Gebruikmakend van kaart 2, met 
welke arbeidssituatie stemt (stemde) uw 
hoofdberoep overeen? 

Question 21. Using card 2, what corresponds 
with your work situation right now? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. werknemer in loondienst 1. employee

 2. zelfstandige zonder werknemers 2. self-employed without employees 
 3. zelfstandige met werknemers 3. self-employed with employees 
 4. helper, meewerkend in gezins- of 

familiebedrijf (geen arbeidscontract) 
4. helper, working for family’s business (no 
contract) 

 7. weet niet 7. don’t know
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 15: ask all 
Question 21: to be answered by those currently in paid work or in the past (code 1 or 2 on question 15)
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules EMPREL 

1 1. Employee 
2 2. Self-employed without employees 
3 3. Self-employed with employees 
4 4. Working for own family’s business 
8-7 9. No answer 
 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
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Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* EMPREL - (employment relationship) 2010   
 
** als momenteel betaald werk of vroeger betaald werk. 
 
RECODE 
V21 
(7 = 9) (8 = 9) (else = copy) INTO EMPREL. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Indien men geen betaald werk heeft. 
 
IF (v15 = 3) EMPREL = 0. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS EMPREL 0 'NAP' 1 'Employee' 2 'Self-employed without employees' 3 'Self-employed 
with employees' 4 'Working for own familys business' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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NEMPLOY - Self employed: how many employees 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 21. Gebruikmakend van kaart 2, met 
welke arbeidssituatie stemt (stemde) uw 
hoofdberoep overeen? 

Question 21. Using card 2, what corresponds 
with your work situation right now? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. werknemer in loondienst 1. employee

 2. zelfstandige zonder werknemers 2. self-employed without employees 
 3. zelfstandige met werknemers 3. self-employed with employees 
 4. helper, meewerkend in gezins- of 

familiebedrijf (geen arbeidscontract) 
4. helper, working for family’s business (no 
contract) 

 7. weet niet 7. don’t know
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 22. U werkt (werkte) als zelfstandige, 
hoeveel werknemers stelt (stelde) u tewerk, 
uzelf niet inbegrepen. 

Question 22. You are (were) self-employed. 
How many people work for you, not 
including yourself. 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

- Noteer het juiste aantal. 
- Indien weet niet, type 77777 
- Indien geen antwoord type 88888 

- Type the right amount 
- When ‘don’t know’ type 77777 
- When no answer type 88888 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 22: to be answered by those in paid work and used to be in paid work and code 3 on question 21.
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules NEMPLOY 

1 1. 1 employee 
… … 
9995 9995. 9995 employees or more 
88888/77777 9999. No answer 
 0000. NAP (Code 1, 2, 4, 0 in EMPREL) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* NEMPLOY - R: Supervises others at work 2010. 
 
** Indien nu zelfstandige, aantal werknemers waarover leiding in huidige job. Indien nu geen 
betaald werk, maar vroeger zelfstandige, het aantal werknemers waarover men toen leiding had. 
 
IF (v21 ne 3) NEMPLOY = 0. 
IF (v21 = 3) NEMPLOY = v22. 
 
** Missings coderen. 
 
RECODE  
NEMPLOY 
(77777,88888 =9999) (MISSING = 0) INTO NEMPLOY. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Labels toekennen. 
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VALUE LABELS NEMPLOY 0 'NAP'   
1 ‘One employee’ 
9995 '9995 employees or more' 
9999 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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WRKSUP - Supervise other employees 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 15. Heeft u momenteel betaald werk, 
had u vroeger betaald werk of hebt u nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer u tijdelijk niet werkt omwille van 
ziekte, bevallingsverlof, ouderschapsverlof, 
palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan uw normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 15. Are you in paid work at this 
moment, were you in paid work in the past, 
or were you never in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When you are temporarily not working due 
to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
your normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily not 
present) 

2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 24. Heeft (Had) u in uw beroep de 
leiding over anderen? 

Question 24. Do you supervise others in your 
profession (did you supervise…)? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja 1. yes

 2. neen 2. no
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 24: to be answered by those in paid work, currently or in the past (code 1 or 2 on question 15)
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules WRKSUP 

1 1. Yes 
2 2. No 
9 9. No answer 
0 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* WRKSUP - R: Supervises others at work 2010. 
 
*Nu of vroeger betaald werk ongeacht als werknemer of zelfstandige. 
 
IF (v15 = 3) WRKSUP = 0. 
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IF (v24 = 1) WRKSUP = 1. 
IF (v24 = 2) WRKSUP = 2. 
IF (v24 = 8) WRKSUP = 9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
RECODE 
WRKSUP 
(missing = 0) (else = copy) INTO WRKSUP. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS WRKSUP 0 'NAP' 1 'Yes' 2 'No' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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NSUP – Number of other employees supervised 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 25. Om hoeveel personen gaat 
(ging) het dan? 

Question 25. How many people do you 
supervise? 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

- Noteer het juiste aantal. 
- Indien weet niet, type 77777 
- Indien geen antwoord type 88888 

- Type the right amount 
- When ‘don’t know’ type 77777 
- When no answer type 88888 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 25: only asked to those who supervise (code 1 on question 24) 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules NSUP 

1 1. 1 employee 
… … 
9995 9995. 9995 employees or more 
9999 9999. No answer 
0000 0000. NAP. (Code 2, 0 in WRKSUP) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* NSUP – R: number of employees superised 2010  . 
 
IF (WRKSUP = 1) NSUP = v25. 
IF (WRKSUP = 2 OR WRKSUP = 0) NSUP = 0. 
EXECUTE. 
 
RECODE 
NSUP 
(missing = 0) (77777 = 9999) (else  =copy). 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS NSUP 0 'NAP' 
1 ‘1 employee’ 
9995 ‘9995 employees or more’ 
9999 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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TYPORG1 – Type of organisation, for-profit/non-profit 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 26. Werkt (werkte) u voor een 
profit of non-profitorganisatie? 
Een van de belangrijkste doelstellingen 
bij een profit-organisatie is winst 
maken. Bij een non-profitorganisatie of 
ook wel social profit organisatie 
genoemd is dat niet het geval. 

Question 26. Do you work (or used to 
work) for a for-profit or a non-profit 
organisation? 
One of the most important goals of a 
for-profit organisation is making profit. 
That’s not the case with a non-profit 
organization or social profit 
organization. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. profit-organisatie 1. For-profit organisation 
2. non-profit organisatie/social profit 
organisatie 

2. Non-profit organisation 

3. andere 3. other 
7. weet niet 7. Don’t know 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Niets suggereren – 1 enkel antwoord 
mogelijk 

Do not make suggestions – only answer 
possible 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 26: only asked to those who have paid work now or in the past 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules TYPORG1 

1 1. For-profit organisation 
2 2. Non-profit organisation 
7 8. Don’t know 
8 9. No answer 
0 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* TYPORG1 – Type of organisation, for-profit or non profit 2010. 
 
IF (v26 = 1) TYPORG1 = 1. 
IF (v26 = 2) TYPORG1 = 2. 
IF (v26 = 3 OR v26 = 7) TYPORG1 = 8. 
IF (v26 = 8) TYPORG1 = 9. 
IF (WORK = 3) TYPORG1 = 0. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS TYPORG1 0 'NAP' 
1 'For-profit organisation' 
2 'Non-profit organisation' 
8 'Do not know' 
9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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TYPORG2 – Type of organisation, public/private 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 27. Werkt (werkte) u bij de 
overheid of in de privé-sector? 

Question 27. Do you work (used to 
work) for a public employer or a private 
employer? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. bij de overheid 1. public employer 
2. in de privé-sector 2. private employer 
3. andere 3. other 
7. weet niet 7. don’t know 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Niets suggereren – 1 enkel antwoord 
mogelijk 
Indien eigenaar van bedrijf zowel 
overheid als privé, dan 
meerderheidsparticipatie nemen 

Do not suggest an answer – only one 
answer allowed 
When owner of a company that’s public 
and private, take the majority stake. 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 27: ask all who have paid job now or in the past  
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules TYPORG2 

1 1. Public employer 
2 2. Private employer 
3 Recoding in 1 or 2 
8 8. Don’t know 
9 9. No answer 
 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* TYPORG2 – Type of organization, public or private 2010. 
 
IF (v27 = 1) TYPORG2 = 1. 
IF (v27 = 2) TYPORG2 = 2. 
IF (v27 = 3 OR v27 = 7) TYPORG2 = 8. 
IF (v27 = 8) TYPORG2 = 9. 
IF (WORK = 3) TYPORG2 = 0. 
 
VALUE LABELS TYPORG2 0 'NAP' 
1 'Public employer'  
2 'Private employer' 
8 'Do not know' 
9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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ISCO88 - Occupation ISCO 1988 

Please give the text of the source question(s) on the respondent’s occupation used in your 
field questionnaire. If ISCO88-codes are not coded directly from the responses, but derived 
from a country-specific occupation coding scheme, please provide a table of 
correspondence between country-specific and ISCO88 codes attached as a separate file. 
Please report which kind of ISCO code you apply. The most common ones are the code 
developed by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the variant developed for the 
European Union (EU), ISCO-COM. If you apply another variant such as ISCO88-CIS 
developed by the Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States, then 
please specify. 

Please do not enter standard ISCO88 codes here. But please report if your country adds or 
changes codes compared to ISCO88, if any. 

Occupations should be coded on the 4-digit level of ISCO88. Occupational area 0 (Armed 
Forces occupations) needs some special attention. Since the ISCO variable is numeric, the 4-
digit code 0110 will usually appear as 110 in the data file. It is therefore suggested that the 
only valid 3-digit code in the data file is 110 (Armed Forces).  
 
In some special cases information concerning the occupation may be insufficient for 4-
digit coding. Instead of coding these cases as [9998] “inadequately described” use 3-digit 
coding. In those very special cases where 3-digit coding is applied, fill in a zero for the 
missing digit. Example: code 131 is coded as 1310. 
 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 15. Heeft u momenteel betaald werk, 
had u vroeger betaald werk of hebt u nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer u tijdelijk niet werkt omwille van 
ziekte, bevallingsverlof, ouderschapsverlof, 
palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan uw normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 15. Are you in paid work at this 
moment, were you in paid work in the 
past, or were you never in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a 
self-employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When you are temporarily not working due 
to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical 
assistance of a sick family member… please 
consider your normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily 
not present) 

 2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid 
work in the past 

 3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 28. Kunt u mij de naam geven van uw 
huidig (laatste) beroep? 

Question 28. Can you give me the name of 
your current (former) profession? 

 Open vraag Open question
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer de naam van het beroep. Indien geen 
beroepsnaam wordt gegeven vraag door. 

Note the name of the profession. When 
there’s no name given, ask more detailed. 
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Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 29.Kunt u mij een zo nauwkeurig 
mogelijke omschrijving geven van wat uw 
(laatste) beroep precies inhoudt (inhield)? 

Question 29. Can you give me a detailed 
description what your (former) profession 
implies (implied)? 

 Open vraag Open question
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer het antwoord zo volledig mogelijk. 
Vraag naar concrete taken en naar wat het 
bedrijf juist doet. 

Note the answer as detailed as possible. Ask 
for specific tasks and what kind of business 
the company is in. 

Use of ISCO ISCO88 (ILO) 
 

 ISCO88-COM (EU variant)
 

 Other ISCO88 variant  →please specify 
 
See p. 80 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 15 : ask all 
Question 28 and 29: to be answered by those in paid work (code 1 on question 15) and by those who used to 
be in paid work (code 2 on question 15) 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/ 
Construction Rules  ISCO88 

9998 9998. Don’t know; inadequately 
described 

9999 9999. No answer 
0000 0000. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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MAINSTAT – Main status 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 37. Welke van de mogelijkheden op 
kaart 7 omschrijft het best uw huidige 
situatie? Er is maar één antwoord mogelijk. 

Question 37. Which of the possibilities on 
card 7 describes your current situation? 
Only one answer possible. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. betaald werk (als werknemer, 
zelfstandige, ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, 
interim, DAC, dienstencheques, meewerkend 
in gezins- of familiebedrijf) 

1. paid work (as employee, self-employed, 
GESKO, RVA-apprenticeship, interim, DAC, 
service cheques, helping family member) 

2.gepensioneerd  2. retired
3. huisvrouw of huisman 2. housekeeper
4. in ziekteverlof 3. sick leave
5. in bevallingsverlof 4. maternity leave
6. met volledig verlof zonder wedde 5. unpaid leave
7. voltijds tijdskrediet / voltijdse 
loopbaanonderbreking (ook 
ouderschapsverlof, palliatief verlof, 
medische bijstand van een ziek familielid) 

7. fulltime career break (also parental break, 
palliative break, medical support of a sick 
relative) 

8. arbeidsongeschikt 8. unable to work
9. uitkeringsgerechtigd werkloos 9. unemployed with benefit 
10. op zoek naar een eerste job 10. looking for a first job 
11. ik studeer in volledig dagonderwijs 11. full time student 
12. leerjongen/meisje 12. apprentice
13. andere (specificeer) 13. others (note)
14. niet-uitkeringsgerechtigd werkloos 14. unemployed without benefit 
77. weet niet 77. don’t know
88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 7 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 7 – only one answer possible

Note The category ‘other’ has been recoded, a 
new code (13) has been introduced. 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Question 37 : ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules MAINSTAT 

1-4-5-6-7 1. In paid work 
9-10-14 2. Unemployed and looking for a job 
11 3. In education 
12 4. Apprentice or trainee 
8 5. Permanently sick or disabled 
2 6. Retired 
3 7. Domestic work 
- 8. In compulsory military service or 

community service 
13 9. Other 
77-88 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 



ISS
P 2

01
0 F

lan
de

rs 
- B

elg
ium

  29 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

* MAINSTAT – R: Main Status. 
 
IF (v37 = 1) MAINSTAT = 1. 
IF (v37 = 4) MAINSTAT = 1. 
IF (v37 = 5) MAINSTAT = 1. 
IF (v37 = 6) MAINSTAT = 1. 
IF (v37 = 7) MAINSTAT = 1. 
IF (v37 = 9) MAINSTAT = 2. 
IF (v37 = 10) MAINSTAT = 2. 
IF (v37 = 14) MAINSTAT = 2. 
IF (v37 = 11) MAINSTAT = 3. 
IF (v37 = 12) MAINSTAT = 4. 
IF (v37 = 8) MAINSTAT = 5. 
IF (v37 = 2) MAINSTAT = 6. 
IF (v37 = 3) MAINSTAT = 7. 
IF (v37 = 13) MAINSTAT = 9. 
IF (v37 = 77 or v37 = 88) MAINSTAT = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS MAINSTAT 1 'In paid work' 2 'Unemployed and looking for a job' 3 'In education' 4 
'Apprentice or trainee' 5 'Permanently sick or disabled' 6 'Retired' 
 7 'Domestic work' 8 'In compulsory military service or community service' 9 'Other' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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PARTLIV – Living in steady partnership 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 50. Welke situatie op kaart 14 is 
op u van toepassing? 

Question 50. What situation on card 14 
describes your own situation? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ik woon samen met mijn 
echtgenoot/partner 

1. I live in the same household as my 
partner 

2. ik heb een echtgenoot/partner maar 
woon niet constant met hem/haar 
samen (LAT) 

2. I have a partner, but we don’t live 
together all the time (LAT) 

3. ik heb een echtgenoot/partner maar 
woon niet met hem/haar samen 

3. I have a partner, but we don’t live 
together 

4. ik heb geen echtgenoot/partner 4. I do not have a partner 
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 14 
1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 

Show card 14 
Only one answer allowed 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Question 50: aks all 
 

Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  PARTLIV 

1 1. Yes, have partner; live in same household 
2-3 2. Yes, have partner; don’t live in same 

household 
4 3. No partner 
- 7. Refused 
8 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* PARTLIV – Living in steady partnership. 
 
IF (v50 = 1) PARTLIV = 1. 
IF (v50 = 2) PARTLIV = 2. 
IF (v50 = 3) PARTLIV = 2. 
IF (v50 = 4) PARTLIV = 3. 
IF (v50 = 8) PARTLIV = 9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS PARTLIV 1 'Yes have partner live in same household' 2 'Yes have partner do not live 
in same household' 3 'No partner' 7 'Refused' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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SPWORK – Spouse, partner: currently, formerly or never in paid work 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 60. Heeft uw partner momenteel 
betaald werk, had uw partner vroeger 
betaald werk of heeft uw partner nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer hij/zij tijdelijk niet werkt omwille 
van ziekte, bevallingsverlof, 
ouderschapsverlof, palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan zijn/haar normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 60. Is your partner in paid work at 
this moment, was your partner in paid 
work in the past, or was your partner never 
in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When he/she is temporarily not working 
due to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
the normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily 
not present) 

 2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

 3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Vraag 60: ask those who have a partner (code 1-2-3 on question 50)
 

Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SPWORK 

1 1. Currently in paid work 
2 2. Currently not in paid work, paid work in the 

past 
3 3. Never had paid work 
8 9. No answer 
If v50 = 4 0. NAP (Code 3 in PARTLIV) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* SPWORK - Partner: current employment status 2010   . 
 
IF (v60 = 1) SPWORK = 1. 
IF (v60 = 2) SPWORK = 2. 
IF (v60 = 3) SPWORK = 3. 
IF (v60 = 8) SPWORK = 9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
RECODE 
SPWORK 
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(missing=0) (else=copy) into SPWORK. 
Execute. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS SPWORK 0 'NAP' 1 'Currently in paid work'  2 'Currently not in paid work, paid work 
in the past' 3 'Never had paid work' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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SPWRKHRS – Spouse, partner: hours worked weekly 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 65. Over het algemeen genomen, 
hoeveel uren betaald werk oefent uw 
partner uit tijdens een week, dus van 
maandag t.e.m. zondag, overuren 
inbegrepen? Met werk bedoelen we werk in 
functie van uw beroep. 

Question 65. In general, how many hours
does your partner usually work during a 
week, from Monday until Sunday, with 
overtime? Work only for your profession.  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer het juiste aantal.
Onbetaalde overuren ook inbegrepen 
Alle uren indien meerdere jobs 

Note the right amount.  
Unpaid extra hours included 
All hours when multiple jobs 

 Vraag 65_1 uren 
Vraag 65_2 minuten 

Question 65_1 hours 
Question 65_2 minutes 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Question 65: asked to those who have a partner with currently a paid job
 

Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SPWRKHRS 

96 96. 96 hours or more 
98 98. Don’t know 
99 99. No answer 
0 00. NAP (Code 2 or 3 in SPWORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* SPWRKHRS – Partner: Hours worked weekly 2010  . 
 
** Uren hercoderen in nieuwe variabele (ook weet niet en geen antwoord). 
** Indien 96 of meer uren werk per week: indelen in categorie 96 +. 
 
RECODE 
V65_1 
(96 thru 101 = 96) (777 = 98) (888 = 99) (else = copy) INTO SPWRKHRS. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Indien men geen betaald werk heeft, hercoderen in "niet van toepassing". 
 
IF (SPWORK=0 or SPWORK=2 or SPWORK=3) SPWRKHRS = 0. 
IF (SPWORK=9) SPWRKHRS=99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS SPWRKHRS 0 'NAP' 96 '96 hours or more' 98 'Do not know' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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SPEMPREL – Spouse, partner: employment relationship 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 68. Gebruikmakend van kaart 17, met 
welke arbeidssituatie stemt (stemde) het 
hoofdberoep van uw partner overeen? 

Question 68. Using card 17, what 
corresponds with the work situation of your 
partner? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. werknemer in loondienst 1. employee

 2. zelfstandige zonder werknemers 2. self-employed without employees 
 3. zelfstandige met werknemers 3. self-employed with employees 
 4. helper, meewerkend in gezins- of 

familiebedrijf (geen arbeidscontract) 
4. helper, working for family’s business (no 
contract) 

 7. weet niet 7. don’t know
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Question 68: asked to those who have a partner with currently a paid job or a job in the past (code 1 or 2 on
question 60) 
 

Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SPEMPREL 

1 1. Employee 
2 2. Self-employed without employees 
3 3. Self-employed with employees 
4 4. Working for own family’s business 
8-7 9. No answer 
 0. NAP (Code 3 in SPWORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* SPEMPREL - (employment relationship) 2010  .
 
** als momenteel betaald werk of vroeger betaald werk. 
 
RECODE 
V68 
(7 = 9) (8 = 9) (else = copy) INTO SPEMPREL. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Indien men geen betaald werk heeft. 
 
IF (SPWORK=0 or SPWORK=3) SPEMPREL = 0. 
IF (SPWORK=9) SPEMPREL=9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS SPEMPREL 0 'NAP' 1 'Employee' 2 'Self-employed without employees' 3 'Self-employed with 
employees' 4 'Working for own familys business' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
 

 



ISS
P 2

01
0 F

lan
de

rs 
- B

elg
ium

  35 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

SPWRKSUP – Spouse, partner: supervise other employees 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 60. Heeft uw partner momenteel 
betaald werk, had uw partner vroeger 
betaald werk of heeft uw partner nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer hij/zij tijdelijk niet werkt omwille 
van ziekte, bevallingsverlof, 
ouderschapsverlof, palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan zijn/haar normale 
werksituatie. 

Question 60. Is your partner in paid work at 
this moment, was your partner in paid 
work in the past, or was your partner never 
in paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When he/she is temporarily not working 
due to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
the normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily 
not present) 

 2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

 3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 71. Heeft (Had) uw partner in uw 
beroep de leiding over anderen? 

Question 71. Do your partner supervise 
others in your profession (did you 
supervise…)? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja 1. yes

 2. neen 2. no
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 60 : asked to those who have a partner
Question 71: asked to those who have a partner in paid work now or in the past 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules SPWRKSUP 

1 1. Yes 
2 2. No 
8 9. No answer 
 0. NAP (Code 3 in SPWORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* SPWRKSUP - R: Supervises others at work 2010. 
 
*Nu of vroeger betaald werk ongeacht als werknemer of zelfstandige. 
 
IF (v60 = 3) SPWRKSUP = 0. 
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IF (v71 = 1) SPWRKSUP = 1. 
IF (v71 = 2) SPWRKSUP = 2. 
IF (v71 = 8) SPWRKSUP = 9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
IF (SPWORK=0 or SPWORK=3) SPWRKSUP = 0. 
IF (SPWORK=9) SPWRKSUP=9. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS SPWRKSUP 0 'NAP' 1 'Yes' 2 'No'  8 'Do not know' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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SPISCO88 – Spouse, partner: occupation ISCO 1988 

Please give the text of the source question(s) on the spouse’s occupation used in your field 
questionnaire. If ISCO88-codes are not coded directly from the responses, but derived from 
a country-specific occupation coding scheme, please provide a table of correspondence 
between country-specific and ISCO88 codes attached as a separate file. Please report 
which kind of ISCO code you apply. The most common ones are the code developed by the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the variant developed for the European Union 
(EU), ISCO-COM. If you apply another variant such as ISCO88-CIS developed by the 
Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States, then please specify. 

Please do not enter standard ISCO88 codes here. But please report if your country adds or 
changes codes compared to ISCO88, if any. 

Occupations should be coded on the 4-digit level of ISCO88. Occupational area 0 (Armed 
Forces occupations) needs some special attention. Since the ISCO variable is numeric, the 4-
digit code 0110 will usually appear as 110 in the data file. It is therefore suggested that the 
only valid 3-digit code in the data file is 110 (Armed Forces).  
 
In some special cases information concerning the occupation may be insufficient for 4-
digit coding. Instead of coding these cases as [9998] “inadequately described” use 3-digit 
coding. In those very special cases where 3-digit coding is applied, fill in a zero for the 
missing digit. Example: code 131 is coded as 1310. 
 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 60. Heeft uw partner momenteel 
betaald werk, had uw partner vroeger 
betaald werk of heeft uw partner nooit 
betaald werk gehad?  
Met betaald werk bedoelen we werk voor 
minstens een uur per week als werknemer, 
zelfstandige. 
Ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, interim, DAC, 
dienstencheques, helper of meewerkend in 
gezins- of 
familiebedrijf vallen onder betaald werk.  
Wanneer hij/zij tijdelijk niet werkt omwille 
van ziekte, bevallingsverlof, 
ouderschapsverlof, palliatief verlof, 
verlof voor medische bijstand van een ziek 
familielid, … beschouw dan zijn/haar 
normale werksituatie. 

Question 60. Is your partner in paid work at 
this moment, was your partner in paid work 
in the past, or was your partner never in 
paid work? 
With paid work, we mean work for at least 
an hour a week as an employee or as a self-
employed person. 
This includes GESKO, RVA-internship, PWA, 
interim, DAC, service cheques, helping in 
family company. 
When he/she is temporarily not working due 
to sickness, giving birth, parental leave, 
palliative leave, leave for medical assistance 
of a sick family member… please consider 
the normal work routine. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel betaald werk (of tijdelijk 
afwezig) 

1. currently in paid work (or temporarily 
not present) 

 2. momenteel geen betaald werk, maar 
vroeger betaald werk 

2. currently not in paid work, but paid work 
in the past 

 3. nooit betaald werk gehad 3. never had a paid job 
 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden een voor 
een voor – een enkel antwoord 

Read all the answer possibilities one by one 
– only one answer allowed 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 75. Kunt u mij de naam geven van het
huidig (laatste) beroep van uw partner? 

Question 75. Can you give me the name of 
the current (former) profession of your 
partner? 

 Open vraag Open question
Interviewer Noteer de naam van het beroep. Indien geen Note the name of the profession. When 
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Instruction beroepsnaam wordt gegeven vraag door. there’s no name given, ask more detailed.
Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 76.Kunt u mij een zo nauwkeurig 
mogelijke omschrijving geven van wat het 
(laatste) beroep van uw partner precies 
inhoudt (inhield)? 

Question 76. Can you give me a detailed 
description what the (former) profession of 
your partner implies (implied)? 

 Open vraag Open question
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer het antwoord zo volledig mogelijk. 
Vraag naar concrete taken en naar wat het 
bedrijf juist doet. 

Note the answer as detailed as possible. Ask 
for specific tasks and what kind of business 
the company is in. 

 

Use of ISCO ISCO88 (ILO) 

 

  

ISCO88-COM (EU variant)
 
Other ISCO88 variant  →please specify 

 
 
 

Note  See p.80

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 75-76: asked to those who have a partner with currently a paid job or in the past (code 1 or 2 on 
question 60) 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/ 
Construction Rules  SPISCO88 

9998 9998. Don’t know; inadequately 
described 

9999 9999. No answer 
0000 0000. NAP (Code 3 in SPWORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPMAINST – Spouse, partner: main status 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 78. Welke van de mogelijkheden op 
kaart 20 omschrijft het best de huidige 
situatie van uw partner? Er is maar één 
antwoord mogelijk. 

Question 78. Which of the possibilities on 
card 20 describes the current situation of 
your partner? Only one answer possible. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. betaald werk (als werknemer, 
zelfstandige, ook GESKO, RVA-stage, PWA, 
interim, DAC, dienstencheques, meewerkend 
in gezins- of familiebedrijf) 

1. paid work (as employee, self-employed, 
GESKO, RVA-apprenticeship, interim, DAC, 
service cheques, helping family member) 

2.gepensioneerd  2. retired
3. huisvrouw of huisman 2. housekeeper
4. in ziekteverlof 3. sick leave
5. in bevallingsverlof 4. maternity leave
6. met volledig verlof zonder wedde 5. unpaid leave
7. voltijds tijdskrediet / voltijdse 
loopbaanonderbreking (ook 
ouderschapsverlof, palliatief verlof, 
medische bijstand van een ziek familielid) 

7. fulltime career break (also parental break, 
palliative break, medical support of a sick 
relative) 

8. arbeidsongeschikt 8. unable to work
9. uitkeringsgerechtigd werkloos 9. unemployed with benefit 
10. op zoek naar een eerste job 10. looking for a first job 
11. ik studeer in volledig dagonderwijs 11. full time student 
12. leerjongen/meisje 12. apprentice
13. andere (specificeer) 13. others (note)
14. niet-uitkeringsgerechtigd werkloos 14. unemployed without benefit 
77. weet niet 77. don’t know
88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 20 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 20 – only one answer possible

Note The category ‘other’ has been recoded, a 
new code (13) has been introduced. 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
Question 78: asked to those who have a partner
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules SPMAINST 

1-4-5-6-7 1. In paid work 
9-10-14 2. Unemployed and looking for a job 
11 3. In education 
12 4. Apprentice or trainee 
8 5. Permanently sick or disabled 
2 6. Retired 
3 7. Domestic work 
- 8. In compulsory military service or 

community service 
13 9. Other 
77-88 99. No answer 
 00. NAP (Code 3 in PARTLIV) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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* SPMAINST – R: Main Status   . 
 
IF (v78 = 1) SPMAINST = 1. 
IF (v78 = 4) SPMAINST = 1. 
IF (v78 = 5) SPMAINST = 1. 
IF (v78 = 6) SPMAINST = 1. 
IF (v78 = 7) SPMAINST = 1. 
IF (v78 = 9) SPMAINST = 2. 
IF (v78 = 10) SPMAINST = 2. 
IF (v78 = 14) SPMAINST = 2. 
IF (v78 = 11) SPMAINST = 3. 
IF (v78 = 12) SPMAINST = 4. 
IF (v78 = 8) SPMAINST = 5. 
IF (v78 = 2) SPMAINST = 6. 
IF (v78 = 3) SPMAINST = 7. 
IF (v78 = 13) SPMAINST = 9. 
IF (v78 = 77 or v78 = 88) SPMAINST = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
IF (PARTLIV=3) SPMAINST = 0. 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
VALUE LABELS SPMAINST 0 'NAP' 1 'In paid work' 2 'Unemployed and looking for a job' 3 'In 
education' 4 'Apprentice or trainee' 5 'Permanently sick or disabled' 6 'Retired' 
 7 'Domestic work' 8 'In compulsory military service or community service' 9 'Other' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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UNION – Trade union membership 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 41. Bent u momenteel lid van een 
vakbond, was u vroeger lid of bent u nooit 
lid van een vakbond geweest? 

Question 41. Are you currently a member of 
a union, did you be a member once or have 
you never been a member of a union? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. momenteel lid 1. currently member 
2. vroeger lid 2. once member
3. nooit lid geweest 3. never member
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instructions 

1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 1 answer possible

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 41: ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules UNION 

1 1. Yes, currently 
2 2. Yes, previously but not currently 
3 3. No, never  
- 7. Refused 
8 9. No answer 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* UNION - R: Trade union membership 2010. 
 
** hercoderen van de vraag naar het lidmaatschap van een vakbond. 
 
RECODE 
v41 
(8 = 9) (else =  copy) INTO UNION. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Labels toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS UNION 1 'Yes, currently'  2 'Yes, previously, but not currently' 3 'No, never' 9 'No 
answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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BE_RELIG – Country-specific religious affiliation 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 48. Tot welke van volgende 
levensbeschouwelijke strekkingen rekent u 
zichzelf? U kan kaart 12 gebruiken om te 
antwoorden. 

Question 48. To what kind of religion do you 
count yourself? You can use card 12 to 
answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ongelovig  1. not believing
2. vrijzinnig 2. free-thinking
3. protestant 3. protestant
4. christelijk gelovig maar niet katholiek 4. christian but not catholic 
5. katholiek 5. catholic
6. islamitisch 6. islam
7. joodse godsdienst 7. Jewish
8. geen enkele 8. no religion
9. andere 9. other

 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 12 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk. Show card 12 – one answer possible 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 48: ask all 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* BE_RELIG - Religious denomination  2010. 
 
** Beperkte  hercodering immers country specific. 
 
RECODE 
V48 
(1, 2, 8 = 0) (3 = 2) (4 = 4) (5 = 1) (6 = 6) (7 = 5) (9 = 10) (77 = 999) (88 = 999) INTO BE_RELIG. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Labels toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS BE_RELIG 0 'No religion' 2 'Protestant' 1 'Roman Catholic' 4 'Other Christian groups' 
6 'Islamic' 5 'Jewish' 10 'Other religions' 999 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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RELIGGRP- Groups of religious affiliations 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 48. Tot welke van volgende 
levensbeschouwelijke strekkingen rekent u 
zichzelf? U kan kaart 12 gebruiken om te 
antwoorden. 

Question 48. To what kind of religion do you 
count yourself? You can use card 12 to 
answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ongelovig  1. not believing
2. vrijzinnig 2. free-thinking
3. protestant 3. protestant
4. christelijk gelovig maar niet katholiek 4. christian but not catholic 
5. katholiek 5. catholic
6. islamitisch 6. islam
7. joodse godsdienst 7. Jewish
8. geen enkele 8. no religion
9. andere 9. other

 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 12 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk. Show card 12 – one answer possible 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 48: ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  RELIGGRP 

1-2-8 0.No religion 
5 1. CATHOLIC 
3 2. PROTESTANT 
 3. ORTHODOX  
4 4. OTHER CHRISTIAN 
7 5. JEWISH 
6 6. ISLAMIC 
 7. BUDDHIST  
 8. HINDU 
 9. OTHER ASIAN RELIGIONS 
9 10. OTHER RELIGIONS 
77 97. Refused 
 98. Information insufficient 
88 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* RELIGGRP - Religious main groups (derived)  2010. 
 
** Hercoderen van de vraag naar de levensbeschouwelijke strekking. 
 
RECODE 
V48 
 (1,2,8 = 0) (3 = 2) (4 = 4) (5 = 1) (6 = 6) (7 = 5) (9 = 10) (77 = 99) (88 = 99) INTO RELIGGRP. 
EXECUTE. 
 



ISS
P 2

01
0 F

lan
de

rs 
- B

elg
ium

  44 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

** Labels toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS RELIGGRP 0 'No religion' 1 'Roman Catholic' 2 'Protestant' 4 'Other Christian' 5 
'Jewish' 6 'Islamic' 10 'Other Religions' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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ATTEND – Attendance of religious services 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 49. Mensen nemen wel eens deel aan 
kerkelijke of religieuze plechtigheden naar 
aanleiding van een huwelijk, begrafenis e.d.  
Als we deze NIET meetellen, hoe vaak neemt 
u dan deel aan kerkelijke of godsdienstige 
erediensten? Gebruikt u maar kaart 13 om 
te antwoorden. 

Question 49. People tend to participate in 
religious services due to a marriage, funeral 
etc. If we do not include these services, how 
many times do you attend religious services? 
You can use card 13 to answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. nooit 1. never
2. zeer zelden 2. very rarely
3. enkel op kerkelijke of godsdienstige 
feestdagen zoals Kerstmis en Pasen 

3. only on holidays like Christmas and 
Eastern 

4. maandelijks 4. once a month
5. meerdere keren per maand 5. two or three times a month 
6. wekelijks 6. every week
7. meerdere keren per week 7. multiple times a week 
77. weet niet 77. do not know
88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 13 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 13 - only one answer possible

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 49: ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  ATTEND 

7 1. Several times a week or more often 
6 2. Once a week  
5 3. 2 or 3 times a month 
4 4. Once a month 
3 5. Several times a year 
- not used - 6. Once a year 
2 7. Less frequently than once a year 
1 8. Never 
- not used - 97. Refused 
77 98. Don’t know 
88 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* ATTEND - Attendance of religious services 2010. 
 
** hercoderen van de vraag over deelname aan erediensten. 
 
RECODE 
V49 
(1 = 8) (2 = 7) (3 = 5) (4 = 4) (5 = 3) (6 = 2) (7 = 1) (77 = 98) (88 = 99) INTO ATTEND. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Labels toekennen. 
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VALUE LABELS ATTEND 1 'Several times a week or more often' 2 'Once a week' 3 '2 or 3 times a 
month' 4 'Once a month' 5 'Several times a year' 6 'Once a year'  
7 'Less frequently than once a year' 8 'Never' 97 'Refused' 98 'Do not know' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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TOPBOT - Top-Bottom self-placement 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 172. De schaal op kaart 72 stelt de 
plaats voor die iemand kan hebben in de 
samenleving. Het cijfer 1 staat voor een 
plaats helemaal onderaan de samenleving. 
Het cijfer 10 voor een plaats helemaal 
bovenaan de samenleving. Waar zou u 
zichzelf plaatsen op deze schaal?  
Geeft u maar een cijfer van 1 tot 10. 

Question 172. The scale on card 72 
represents the place that someone can have 
in society. The number 1 represents a place 
on the bottom of society. The number 10 a 
place on the top of society. Where would 
you place yourself on this scale? 
You can give a number from 1 to 10.  

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. helemaal onderaan de samenleving 1. at the bottom of society 
2. 2.
3. 3.

 4. 4.
 5. 5.
 6. 6.
 7. 7.
 8. 8.
 9. 9.
 10. helemaal bovenaan de samenleving 10. at the top of society 
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 172: ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  TOPBOT 

1 1. Lowest, Bottom 
2 2. 
3 3. 
4 4. 
5 5. 
6 6. 
7 7. 
8 8. 
9 9. 
10 10. Highest, Top 
77 98. Don’t know 
88 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* TOPBOT - Top Bottom self-placement 10 pt scale   2010. 
 
** hercoderen vraag naar de plaats in de samenleving. 
 
RECODE 
V172 
(1 thru 10 = copy) (77 = 98) (88 = 99) INTO TOPBOT. 
EXECUTE. 
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** Toekennen van de labels. 
 
VALUE LABELS TOPBOT 1 'Lowest, Bottom, 01' 10 'Highest, Top, 10'  98 'Do not know' 99 'No 
answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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BE_PRTY - Country-specific party affiliation  

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 176.  Op kaart 76 staan verschillende 
politiek partijen. Voor welke politieke partij 
hebt u de grootste voorkeur? 

Question 176. On card 76, you can see 
different political parties. What party has 
your preference? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. CD&V  1. CD&V 
2. Groen! 2. Groen!
3. Lijst Dedecker 3. Lijst Dedecker

 4. N-VA 4. N-VA
 5. Open VLD 5. Open VLD
 6. SP.a 6. SP.a
 7. Vlaams Belang 7. Vlaams Belang
 8. andere 8. other
 9. Ecolo 9. Ecolo
 10. blanco stemmen 10. Blanc vote
 11. CDH 11. CDH
 12. voor bepaald persoon niet voor partij 12. for a specific person not for a party
 13. PS 13. PS
 14. MR 14. MR
 15. linkse partij/PVDA/SLP 15. left party/PVDA/SLP 
 16. geen voorkeur 16. no preference
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
Interviewer 
Instructions 

Toon kaart  76. 
Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden voor. 
1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 

Show card 76. 
Only one answer possible. 

Note The category ‘other’ has been recoded, some 
new codes (9-16) have been introduced. 

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* BE_PRTY: Party affiliation: Flanders 2010. 
 
** aanmaken kolom voor de waarde 'niet beschikbaar'. 
 
RECODE 
v176 
(9=8) (11=9) (13=10) (14=11) (15=12) (12=13) (10=94) (8=95) (16 = 96) (77 = 98) (88 = 99) (else = 
copy) INTO BE_PRTY. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS BE_PRTY 1 'Christian Democrats Flemish - CD&V' 2 'Green Party Flemish - Groen' 3 
'List Dedecker - Lijst Dedecker' 4 'National Flemish Alliance N-VA'  
5 'Flemish Liberals and Democrats - Open VLD'  6 'Socialist Party Flemish- SP.a' 7 'Flemish Interest - 
Vlaams Belang' 95 'Other party' 8 'Green Party Francophone - Ecolo'  
94 'Vote blank, not valid' 9 'Christian Democrats Francophone - CDH' 13 'Vote for a certain person, 
not for a specific party' 10 'Socialist Party Francophone - PS'  
11 'Reformist Movement Francophone - MR' 12 'Left party / Workers Party - PVDA, SLP' 96 'No 
party affiliation' 97 'refused' 98 'Do not know' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 

PARTY_LR - Party affiliation: left – right scale 
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 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 176.  Op kaart 76 staan verschillende 
politiek partijen. Voor welke politieke partij 
hebt u de grootste voorkeur? 

Question 176. On card 76, you can see 
different political parties. What party has 
your preference? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. CD&V  1. CD&V 
2. Groen! 2. Groen!
3. Lijst Dedecker 3. Lijst Dedecker

 4. N-VA 4. N-VA
 5. Open VLD 5. Open VLD
 6. SP.a 6. SP.a
 7. Vlaams Belang 7. Vlaams Belang
 8. andere 8. other
 9. Ecolo 9. Ecolo
 10. blanco stemmen 10. Blanc vote
 11. CDH 11. CDH
 12. voor bepaald persoon niet voor partij 12. for a specific person not for a party
 13. PS 13. PS
 14. MR 14. MR
 15. linkse partij/PVDA/SLP 15. left party/PVDA/SLP 
 16. geen voorkeur 16. no preference
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
Interviewer 
Instructions 

Toon kaart  76. 
Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden voor. 
1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 

Show card 76. 
Only one answer possible. 

Note The category ‘other’ has been recoded, some 
new codes (9-16) have been introduced. 

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* PARTY_LR  Party affiliation: left-right  2010. 
 
RECODE 
v176 
(1 = 4) (2 = 2) (3 = 4) (4 = 4) (5 = 3) (6 = 2) (7 = 5) (8 = 6) (9 = 2) (10 = 7) (11 = 4) (12 = 6) (13 = 2) 
(14 = 3) (15 = 1) (16 = 7) (77 = 99) (88 = 99) INTO PARTY_LR. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS PARTY_LR 1 'Far left (communist etc)' 2 'Left center left' 3 'Center liberal' 4 'Right 
conservative' 5 'Far right (fascist etc)' 6 'Other, no specification' 7 'No party affiliation' 98 
'Insufficient information' 99 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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VOTE_LE - Did respondent vote in last general election? 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

177. Bent u bij de federale (nationale) 
verkiezingen in juni 2007 gaan stemmen? 

177. Did you vote for the federal (national) 
elections in June 2007? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja 1. yes
2. neen 2. no
3. was toen nog niet stemplichtig 3. didn’t have the right to vote yet 
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* VOTE_LE - Did R vote in last general election. 
 
RECODE 
v177 
(1 = 1) (2 = 2) (3 = 0) (7 = 9) (8 = 9) INTO VOTE_LE. 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
** Labels toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS VOTE_LE 0 'NAP, not eligible to vote at last election' 1 'Yes' 2 'No' 7 'Refused' 9 'No 
answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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BE_ETHN – Country-specific: origin country / ethnic group / ethnic identity / family origin 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 4. Heeft u de Belgische nationaliteit? Question 4. Do you have the Belgian 
nationality? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja  1. yes
2. neen 2. no
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 10. Heeft uw vader van bij zijn 
geboorte de Belgische nationaliteit? 

Question 10. Does your father have the 
Belgian nationality from birth? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja  1. yes
2. neen 2. no
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 12. Heeft uw moeder van bij haar 
geboorte de Belgische nationaliteit? 

Question 12. Does your mother have the 
Belgian nationality from birth? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja  1. yes
2. neen 2. no
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 4: ask all 
Question 10: ask all 
Question 12: ask all 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
* BE_ETHN - Afkomst   2010. 
 
** hercoderen BE_ETHN. 
 
IF (v4 = 1 AND v10 = 1 AND v12 = 1) BE_ETHN = 14. 
IF (v4 = 1 AND v10 = 2 AND v12 = 1) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 1 AND v10 = 1 AND v12 = 2) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 1 AND v10 = 2 AND v12 = 2) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 2 AND v10 = 1 AND v12 = 1) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 2 AND v10 = 2 AND v12 = 1) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 2 AND v10 = 2 AND v12 = 2) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 2 AND v10 = 1 AND v12 = 2) BE_ETHN = 98. 
IF (v4 = 1 AND v10 = 7 AND v12 = 1) BE_ETHN = 99. 
IF (v4 = 1 AND v10 = 7 AND v12 = 2) BE_ETHN = 99. 
IF (v4 = 2 AND v10 = 7 AND v12 = 1) BE_ETHN = 99. 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
** Labels toekennen 
 
VALUE LABELS BE_ETHN 14 'Belgian' 98 'other, mixed origin' 99 'NA, do not know'.  
EXECUTE. 
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Please, remember to add to this documentation a report of about a page length, describing  

which concept(s) for ethnicity you are measuring and why this concept is/these concepts are of 

special interest in your country. 

 

In the Flemish Region about 6,5% of the people of 18 years or older do not have the Belgian 

nationality. People living in Belgium with the Belgian nationality have the right to vote in elections 

(in fact voting is compulsory), have the right to stand for elections, and last but not least, having 

the Belgian nationality is a prerequisite for statutory jobs in public office. However, due to the 

‘snel-Belg-wet’ (a law, passed in 2000, which under certain conditions give the right to the Belgian 

nationality) many people obtained the Belgian nationality in the last decennium.  

So, only asking the question whether the respondent has the Belgian nationality or not, does not 

give an adequate picture of the country/place of origin. 

To get an idea of the nationality of the parents of the respondent, questions are asked whether the 

father and the bother have the Belgian nationality from birth. 

Based upon those three questions a distinction is made between only two categories: 

1) Respondents with the Belgian nationality and parents both born with the Belgian 

nationality. 

2) All other respondents. Further detailed and workable distinctions are not possible due to 

the limited number. 

To give an idea of the distribution of the original questions, some tables: 

 

BELGIAN NATIONALITY 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 1097 96,1 96,1 96,1

No 45 3,9 3,9 100,0

Total 1142 100,0 100,0

 
 

FATHER BORN WITH BELGIAN NATIONALITY 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 1048 91,8 91,8 91,8

No 94 8,2 8,2 100,0

Total 1142 100,0 100,0
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MOTHER BORN WITH BELGIAN NATIONALITY 

  

Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 1044 91,4 91,4 91,4

No 98 8,6 8,6 100,0

Total 1142 100,0 100,0

 
 

BELGIAN NATIONALITY * FATHER BORN WITH BELGIAN NATIONALITY * MOTHER BORN WITH 

BELGIAN NATIONALITY Crosstabulation 

Count 

MOTHER BORN WITH BELGIAN NATIONALITY 

FATHER BORN WITH BELGIAN NATIONALITY 

Yes No Total 

Yes BELGIAN NATIONALITY Yes 1023 20 1043 

No 0 1 1 

Total 1023 21 1044 

No BELGIAN NATIONALITY Yes 25 29 54 

No 0 44 44 

Total 25 73 98 
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HOMPOP - How many persons in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 91. Met inbegrip van uzelf, uw 
eventuele partner, eventuele kinderen en 
anderen, hoeveel mensen wonen hier 
normaal gesproken als lid van dit 
huishouden? 

Question 91. Including yourself, your 
partner, your children and others, how many 
people live here as members of this 
household? 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Noteer het juiste aantal.
Met inbegrip van gedeeltelijk wonen of 
tijdelijk afwezig. 
Indien ‘geen antwoord’ tik 88 in. 

Note the right amount. 
Including partly living in household or 
temporarily absent. 
When ‘no answer’ type 88. 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 91: ask all 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HOMPOP 

- not used - 00. Not a private household  
1 01. One person (only respondent) 
… … 
99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* HOMPOP - How many persons in household 2010. 
 
RECODE 
V91 
(else =  copy) into HOMPOP. 
EXECUTE. 
 
VALUE LABELS HOMPOP 
0 'Not a private household' 
1 'One person (only respondent)' 
2 'Two persons' 
3 'Three persons' 
4 'Four persons' 
5 'Five persons' 
6 'Sex persons' 
7 'Seven persons' 
8 'Eight persons' 
9 'Nine persons' 
99 'No answer'. 
execute. 
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HHCHILDR - How many children in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 94. In welk jaar is *** geboren? Question 94.. What year was *** born in?

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Indien ‘weet niet’ tik 7777 in.
Indien ‘geen antwoord’ tik 8888 in. 

When ‘don’t know’ type 7777. 
When ‘no answer’ type 8888. 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 94: ask for all other members beside the respondent him/herself
 
Construction/Recoding:  

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HHCHILDR 

0 00. No children 
1 01. One child 
2 02. Two children 
3 03. Three children 
4 04. Four children 
5 05. Five children 
 96. NAP (Code 0 in HOMPOP) 
 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
*************************************************************************** 
  
* Volwassene of kind - uit lijst met gezinsleden halen. 
 
count missings_v94 = v94_1 v94_2  v94_3 v94_4 v94_5 v94_6 v94_7 v94_8 (7777,8888). 
execute. 
 
recode 
v94_1 v94_2  v94_3 v94_4 v94_5 v94_6 v94_7 v94_8 
(1919 thru 2010=copy) (7777,8888=sysmis) into v94_1a v94_2a v94_3a v94_4a v94_5a v94_6a 
v94_7a v94_8a. 
execute. 
 
if (v94_1a <= 1992) volw1=1. 
If (v94_1a > 1992 and v94_1a <= 2003) kind1 = 1. 
If (v94_1a > 2003) todd1 = 1. 
If (v94_2a <= 1992) volw2 = 1. 
If (v94_2a > 1992 and v94_2a <=2003) kind2 = 1. 
If (v94_2a > 2003) todd2 = 1. 
If (v94_3a <= 1992) volw3 = 1. 
If (v94_3a > 1992 and v94_3a <= 2003) kind3 = 1. 
If (v94_3a > 2003) todd3 = 1. 
If (v94_4a <= 1992) volw4 = 1. 
If (v94_4a > 1992 and v94_4a <= 2003) kind4 = 1. 
If (v94_4a > 2003) todd4 = 1. 
If (v94_5a <= 1992) volw5 = 1. 
If (v94_5a > 1992 and v94_5a <= 2003) kind5 = 1. 
If (v94_5a > 2003) todd5 = 1. 
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If (v94_6a <= 1992) volw6 = 1. 
If (v94_6a > 1992 and v94_6a <= 2003) kind6 = 1. 
If (v94_6a > 2003) todd6 = 1. 
If (v94_7a <= 1992) volw7 = 1. 
If (v94_7a > 1992 and v94_7a <= 2003) kind7 = 1. 
If (v94_7a > 2003) todd7 = 1. 
If (v94_8a <= 1992) volw8 = 1. 
If (v94_8a > 1992 and v94_8a <= 2003) kind8 = 1. 
If (v94_8a > 2003) todd8 = 1. 
EXECUTE. 
 
* berekenen aantal volwassenen 
 
do if (missings_v94=0). 
COUNT volw  = volw1  volw2  volw3  volw4  volw5  volw6  volw7 volw8 (1). 
end if. 
EXECUTE. 
 
* HHCHILDR – How many children in household 2010. 
 
* berekenen aantal kinderen. 
 
do if (missings_v94=0). 
COUNT kind = kind1  kind2  kind3  kind4  kind5  kind6  kind7 kind8 (1). 
end if. 
EXECUTE. 
 
RECODE 
kind 
(0 thru 8 = copy) (else=99) into HHCHILDR. 
Execute. 
 
VALUE LABELS HHCHILDR 
0 'No children' 
1 'One child' 
2 'Two children' 
3 'Three children' 
4 'Four children' 
5 ‘Five children’ 
99 'No answer'. 
execute. 
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HHTODD - How many toddlers in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 94. In welk jaar is *** geboren? Question 94.. What year was *** born in?

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Indien ‘weet niet’ tik 7777 in.
Indien ‘geen antwoord’ tik 8888 in. 

When ‘don’t know’ type 7777. 
When ‘no answer’ type 8888. 

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 94: ask for all other members beside the respondent him/herself
 
Construction/Recoding:  

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HHCHILDR 

0 00. No toddlers 
1 01. One toddler 
2 02. Two toddlers 
3 03. Three toddlers 
4 04. Four toddlers 
5 05. Five toddlers 
 96. NAP (Code 0 in HOMPOP) 
 99. No answer 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* HHTODD – How many toddlers in household 2010    . 
 
* berekenen aantal toddlers. 
 
do if (missings_v94=0). 
COUNT todd = todd1  todd2  todd3  todd4  todd5  todd6  todd7 todd8 (1). 
end if. 
EXECUTE. 
 
RECODE 
todd 
(0 thru 8 = copy) (else=99) into HHTODD. 
Execute. 
 
VALUE LABELS HHTODD 
0 'No toddlers' 
1 'One toddler' 
2 'Two toddlers' 
3 'Three toddlers' 
4 'Four toddlers' 
5 'Five toddlers' 
99 'No answer'. 
execute. 
 

 



ISS
P 2

01
0 F

lan
de

rs 
- B

elg
ium

  59 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, version 2009-08 
© GESIS 

BE_RINC – Country-specific: personal income 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 98. Het is voor ons belangrijk dat we 
een nauwkeurig beeld hebben van uw 
inkomen. We onderscheiden daarbij het 
persoonlijk inkomen en het gezinsinkomen. 
Heeft u een persoonlijk inkomen via arbeid, 
een uitkering zoals pensioen, werkloosheid, 
ziekte, via een studentenjob, een inkomen 
uit kapitaal of onroerende goederen of nog 
een ander inkomen? 

Question 98. It is important that we can get 
an accurate picture of your income. We 
make a difference between your personal 
income and the income of your household. 
Do you have a personal income through a 
job, a pension, unemployment benefit, 
sickness benefit, job as a student, income 
from capital, from real estates or other 
incomes? 
 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja 1. yes
2. neen 2. no

 8. geen antwoord 8. no answer
Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 99. Onder persoonlijk netto 
maandelijks inkomen verstaan we het totaal 
van uw persoonlijke inkomsten, na aftrek 
van belastingen; alles inbegrepen zoals loon, 
maaltijdcheques, pensioen of andere 
inkomsten zoals inkomen uit kapitaal, uit 
onroerende goederen,… 
Is uw persoonlijk netto maandinkomen 
groter dan 2.000 euro of 80.000 Belgische 
frank? 

Question 99. By personal net monthly 
income we mean the total sum of your 
personal earnings, after tax deduction, 
everything included such as salary, meal 
tickets, retirement pay or other incomes 
from capital or real estates, … 
Is your personal net monthly income higher 
than 2.000 euro or 80.000 Belgian francs? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja 1. yes
2. neen 2. no
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 100. Indien u de categorieën bekijkt 
op kaart 24, in welke categorie valt dan uw 
persoonlijk netto maandinkomen? 

Question 100. When you take a look at the 
categories on card 24, in which category do 
you place your net monthly income? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. minder dan 500 euro of 20.170 Bef 1. less than 500 euro or 20.170 Bef 
2. 00 – 599 euro of 20.170 - 24.164 Bef 2. 500 – 599 euro     or    20.170 – 24.164 

Bef 
3. 600 – 699 euro of 24.165 - 28.198 Bef 3. 600 – 699 euro     or     24.165 - 28.198 

Bef 
4. 700 – 799 euro of 28.199 - 32.232 Bef 4. 700 – 799 euro     or     28.199 - 32.232 

Bef 
5. 800 – 899 euro of 32.233 - 36.266 Bef 5. 800 – 899 euro     or     32.233 - 36.266 

Bef 
6. 900 – 999 euro of 36.267 - 40.300 Bef 6. 900 – 999 euro     or     36.267 - 40.300 

Bef 
7. 1000 – 1099 euro of 40.301 - 44.334 Bef 7. 1000 – 1099 euro     or     40.301 -

44.334 Bef 
8. 1100 – 1199 euro of  44.335 - 48.368 Bef 8. 1100 – 1199 euro     or     44.335 -

48.368 Bef 
9. 1200 – 1299 euro of 48.369 - 52.402 Bef 9. 1200 – 1299 euro     or     48.369 -

52.402 Bef 
10. 1300 – 1399 euro of  52.403 - 56.436 
Bef 

10. 1300 – 1399 euro     or     52.403 -
56.436 Bef 

11. 1400 – 1499 euro of 56.437 - 60.470 
Bef 

11. 1400 – 1499 euro     or     56.437 -
60.470 Bef 

12. 1500 – 1599 euro of  60.471 - 64.504 
Bef 

12. 1500 – 1599 euro     or     60.471 -
64.504 Bef 

13. 1600 – 1699 euro of  64.505 - 68.537 
Bef 

13. 1600 – 1699 euro     or     64.505 -
68.537 Bef 

14. 1700 – 1799 euro of 68.538 - 72.571 
Bef 

14. 1700 – 1799 euro     or     68.538 -
72.571 Bef 
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15. 1800 – 1899 euro of 72.572 - 76.605 
Bef 

15. 1800 – 1899 euro     or     72.572 -
76.605 Bef 

16. 1900 – 1999 euro of 76.606 - 80.639 
Bef 

16. 1900 – 1999 euro     or     76.606 –
80.639 Bef 

77. weet niet 77. do not know
88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 24 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 
– indien schaal in BEF gebruikt: dan 
vermelden voor euro’s omgerekend in 
Belgische frank is dit ongeveer 

Show card 24 - only one answer possible –
when use of the categories in BEF, say: ‘for 
euros calculated in Belgian francs, this is …’ 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 101. Indien u de categorieën van 
inkomens op kaart 25 bekijkt, in welke 
categorie valt dan uw persoonlijk netto 
maandinkomen? 

Question101. When you take a look at the 
income categories on card 25, in which 
category do you place you net monthly 
income? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. 2000 – 2099 euro     of     80.680 –
84.673 Bef 

1. 2000 – 2099 euro     or     80.680 –
84.673 Bef 

 2. 2100 – 2199 euro     of     84.674 –
88.707 Bef 

2. 2100 – 2199 euro     or 84.674 – 88.707 
Bef 

 3. 2200 – 2299 euro     of     88.708 –
92.741 Bef 

3. 2200 – 2299 euro     or     88.708 –
92.741 Bef 

 4. 2300 – 2399 euro     of     92.742 –
96.775 Bef 

4. 2300 – 2399 euro     or     92.742 –
96.775 Bef 

 5. 2400 – 2499 euro     of     96.776 –
100.809 Bef 

5. 2400 – 2499 euro     or     96.776 –
100.809 Bef 

 6. 2500 – 2599 euro     of     100.810 –
104.843 Bef 

6. 2500 – 2599 euro     or     100.810 –
104.843 Bef 

 7. 2600 – 2699 euro     of     104.844 –
108.877 Bef 

7. 2600 – 2699 euro     or     104.844 –
108.877 Bef 

 8. 2700 – 2799 euro     of     108.878 –
112.911 Bef 

8. 2700 – 2799 euro     or     108.878 –
112.911 Bef 

 9. 2800 – 2899 euro     of     122.912 –
116.945 Bef 

9. 2800 – 2899 euro     or     122.912 –
116.945 Bef 

 10. 2900 – 2999 euro     of     116.946 –
120.979 Bef 

10. 2900 – 2999 euro     or     116.946 –
120.979 Bef 

 11. 3000 – 3099 euro     of     120.980 –
125.013 Bef 

11. 3000 – 3099 euro     or     120.980 –
125.013 Bef 

 12. 3100 – 3199 euro     of     125.014 –
129.047 Bef 

12. 3100 – 3199 euro     or     125.014 –
129.047 Bef 

 13. 3200 – 3299 euro     of     129.048 –
133.081 Bef 

13. 3200 – 3299 euro     or     129.048 –
133.081 Bef 

 14. 3300 – 3399 euro     of     133.082 –
137.115 Bef 

14. 3300 – 3399 euro     or     133.082 –
137.115 Bef 

 15. 3400 – 3499 euro     of     137.116 –
141.149 Bef 

15. 3400 – 3499 euro     or    137.116 –
141.149 Bef 

 16. 3500 – 3599 euro     of     141.150 –
145.183 Bef 

16. 3500 – 3599 euro     or     141.150 –
145.183 Bef 

 17. 3600 – 3699 euro     of     145.184 –
149.217 Bef 

17. 3600 – 3699 euro     or     145.184 –
149.217 Bef 

 18. 3700 – 3949 euro     of     149.218 –
159.302 Bef 

18. 3700 – 3949 euro     or     149.218 –
159.302 Bef 

 19. 3950 – 4199 euro     of     159.303 –
169.387 Bef 

19. 3950 – 4199 euro     or    159.303 –
169.387 Bef 

 20. 4200 – 4449 euro     of     169.388 –
179.472 Bef 

20. 4200 – 4449 euro     or     169.388 –
179.472 Bef 

 21. 4450 – 4699 euro     of     179.473 –
189.557 Bef 

21. 4450 – 4699 euro     or     179.473 –
189.557 Bef 

 22. 4700 – 4949 euro     of     189.558 –
199.642 Bef 

22. 4700 – 4949 euro     or     189.558 –
199.642 Bef 
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 23.  4950 – 5199 euro     of     199.643 –
209.727 Bef 

23. 4950 – 5199 euro     or     199.643 –
209.727 Bef 

 24. 5200 – 5449 euro     of     209.728 –
219.812 Bef 

24. 5200 – 5449 euro     or    209.728 –
219.812 Bef 

 25. 5450 – 7949 euro     of     219.813 –
320.662 Bef 

25. 5450 – 7949 euro     or     219.813 –
320.662 Bef 

 26. 7950 – 10449 euro     of     320.663 –
421.512 Bef 

26. 7950 – 10449 euro     or     320.663 –
421.512 Bef 

 27. 10450+  euro     of     421.512 + Bef 27. 10450+  euro     or     421.512 + Bef
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 25 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 
– indien schaal in BEF gebruikt: dan 
vermelden voor euro’s omgerekend in 
Belgische frank is dit ongeveer 

Show card 25 - only one answer possible –
when use of the categories in BEF, say: ‘for 
euros calculated in Belgian francs, this is …’ 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 98: ask all.  
Question 99: to be answered by those with personal income or no answer (code 1 or 8 on question 98) 
Question 100: to be answered by those with personal income not higher than 2.000 euro (code 2,7 or 8 on 
question 99) 
Question 101: to be answered by those with personal income higher than 2.000 euro (code 1 on question 99) 
or code 77, 88 on question 99  
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* BE_RINC - Earnings of the respondent   2010. 
 
IF (v98 = 2) BE_RINC = 0. 
 
** Van de categorieën met bedragen, telkens het gemiddelde nemen als "inkomen". 
 
IF (v100 = 1) BE_RINC = 250. 
IF (v100 = 2) BE_RINC = 550. 
IF (v100 = 3) BE_RINC = 650. 
IF (v100 = 4) BE_RINC = 750. 
IF (v100 = 5) BE_RINC = 850. 
IF (v100 = 6) BE_RINC = 950. 
IF (v100 = 7) BE_RINC = 1050. 
IF (v100 = 8) BE_RINC = 1150. 
IF (v100 = 9) BE_RINC = 1250. 
IF (v100 = 10) BE_RINC = 1350. 
IF (v100 = 11) BE_RINC = 1450. 
IF (v100 = 12) BE_RINC = 1550. 
IF (v100 = 13) BE_RINC = 1650. 
IF (v100 = 14) BE_RINC = 1750. 
IF (v100 = 15) BE_RINC = 1850. 
IF (v100 = 16) BE_RINC = 1950. 
IF (v101 = 1) BE_RINC = 2050. 
IF (v101 = 2) BE_RINC = 2150. 
IF (v101 = 3) BE_RINC = 2250. 
IF (v101 = 4) BE_RINC = 2350. 
IF (v101 = 5) BE_RINC = 2450. 
IF (v101 = 6) BE_RINC = 2550. 
IF (v101 = 7) BE_RINC = 2650. 
IF (v101 = 8) BE_RINC = 2750. 
IF (v101 = 9) BE_RINC = 2850. 
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IF (v101 = 10) BE_RINC = 2950. 
IF (v101 = 11) BE_RINC = 3050. 
IF (v101 = 12) BE_RINC = 3150. 
IF (v101 = 13) BE_RINC = 3250. 
IF (v101 = 14) BE_RINC = 3350. 
IF (v101 = 15) BE_RINC = 3450. 
IF (v101 = 16) BE_RINC = 3550. 
IF (v101 = 17) BE_RINC = 3650. 
IF (v101 = 18) BE_RINC = 3825. 
IF (v101 = 19) BE_RINC = 4075. 
IF (v101 = 20) BE_RINC = 4325. 
IF (v101 = 21) BE_RINC = 4575. 
IF (v101 = 22) BE_RINC = 4825. 
IF (v101 = 23) BE_RINC = 5075. 
IF (v101 = 24) BE_RINC = 5325. 
IF (v101 = 25) BE_RINC = 6700. 
IF (v101 = 26) BE_RINC = 9200. 
IF (v101 = 27) BE_RINC = 10450. 
IF (v100 = 77 AND v101 = 77) BE_RINC = 999998. 
IF (v100 = 88 AND v101 = 88) BE_RINC = 999997. 
IF (v100 = 77 AND v101 = 88) BE_RINC = 999997. 
IF (v100 = 88 AND v101 = 77) BE_RINC = 999998. 
IF (missing(v100) AND v101 = 88) BE_RINC = 999997. 
IF (missing(v100) AND v101 = 77) BE_RINC = 999998. 
EXECUTE. 
 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS BE_RINC 
 0 'No own income, not in paid work' 
 250 'Less than 500 EUR per month' 
 550 '500-599 EUR' 
 650 '600-699 EUR' 
 750 '700-799 EUR' 
 850 '800-899 EUR' 
 950 '900-999 EUR' 
 1050 '1.000-1.099 EUR' 
 1150 '1.100-1.199 EUR'  
 1250 '1.200-1.299 EUR' 
 1350 '1.300-1.399 EUR' 
 1450 '1.400-1.499 EUR' 
 1550 '1.500-1.599 EUR' 
 1650 '1.600-1.699 EUR' 
 1750 '1.700-1.799 EUR' 
 1850 '1.800-1.899 EUR' 
 1950 '1.900-1.999 EUR' 
 2050 '2.000-2.099 EUR' 
 2150 '2.100-2.199 EUR' 
 2250 '2.200-2.299 EUR' 
 2350 '2.300-2.399 EUR' 
 2450 '2.400-2.499 EUR' 
 2550 '2.500-2.599 EUR' 
 2650 '2.600-2.699 EUR' 
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 2750 '2.700-2.799 EUR' 
 2850 '2.800-2.899 EUR' 
 2950 '2.900-2.999 EUR' 
 3050 '3.000-3.099 EUR' 
 3150 '3.100-3.199 EUR' 
 3250 '3.200-3.299 EUR' 
 3350 '3.300-3.399 EUR' 
 3450 '3.400-3.499 EUR' 
 3550 '3.500-3.599 EUR' 
 3650 '3.600-3.699 EUR' 
 3825 '3.700-3.949 EUR' 
 4075 '3.950-4.199 EUR' 
 4325 '4.200-4.449 EUR' 
 4575 '4.450-4.699 EUR' 
 4825 '4.700-4.949 EUR' 
 5075 '4.950-5.199 EUR' 
 5325 '5.200-5.449 EUR' 
 6700 '5.450-7.949 EUR' 
 9200 '7.950-10.449 EUR' 
 10450 'More than 10.450 EUR' 
 999990 'NAP, other countries' 
 999997 'Refused' 
 999998 'Do not know' 
 999999 'No answer'. 
Execute. 
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BE_INC – Country-specific: household income 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 102. Ik wil nu iets vragen over het 
inkomen van uw gezin. Met gezin bedoelen 
we het huishouden van gehuwde of 
samenwonende personen, van een 
alleenstaande of van iemand die nog bij de 
ouders inwoont.  
Onder netto maandelijks inkomen verstaan 
we het totaal van de inkomsten van het 
gezin, na aftrek van belastingen; alles 
inbegrepen zoals loon, maaltijdcheques, het 
eventuele kindergeld, pensioen of andere 
inkomsten zoals inkomen uit kapitaal, uit 
onroerende goederen,… 
Is het gezamenlijk netto maandinkomen van 
uw gezin groter dan 2.000 euro of 80.000 
Belgische frank? 

Question 102. Now I want to ask you 
something about the income of your 
household. By household we understand the 
household of married persons or persons 
living together, a person living alone or 
someone who still lives with his/her parents. 

By net monthly income of the household we 
mean the total sum of the earnings, after 
tax deduction, everything included such as 
salaries, meal tickets, child benefits, 
retirement pay or other incomes from 
capital or real estates, … 

Is the monthly income of your household 
larger than 2.000 euro OR 80000 Belgian 
francs? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. ja 1. yes
2. neen 2. no
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 103. Indien u de categorieën bekijkt 
op kaart 26, in welke categorie valt dan het 
gezamenlijk netto maandinkomen van uw 
gezin? 

Question 103. When you take a look at the 
categories on card 26, in which category do 
you place your net monthly income of the 
household? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. minder dan 500 euro of 20.170 Bef 1. less than 500 euro or 20.170 Bef 
2. 00 – 599 euro of 20.170 - 24.164 Bef 2. 500 – 599 euro     or    20.170 – 24.164 

Bef 
3. 600 – 699 euro of 24.165 - 28.198 Bef 3. 600 – 699 euro     or     24.165 - 28.198 

Bef 
4. 700 – 799 euro of 28.199 - 32.232 Bef 4. 700 – 799 euro     or     28.199 - 32.232 

Bef 
5. 800 – 899 euro of 32.233 - 36.266 Bef 5. 800 – 899 euro     or     32.233 - 36.266 

Bef 
6. 900 – 999 euro of 36.267 - 40.300 Bef 6. 900 – 999 euro    or     36.267 - 40.300 

Bef 
7. 1000 – 1099 euro of 40.301 - 44.334 Bef 7. 1000 – 1099 euro     or     40.301 -

44.334 Bef 
8. 1100 – 1199 euro of  44.335 - 48.368 Bef 8. 1100 – 1199 euro     or     44.335 -

48.368 Bef 
9. 1200 – 1299 euro of 48.369 - 52.402 Bef 9. 1200 – 1299 euro     or     48.369 -

52.402 Bef 
10. 1300 – 1399 euro of  52.403 - 56.436 
Bef 

10. 1300 – 1399 euro     or     52.403 -
56.436 Bef 

11. 1400 – 1499 euro of 56.437 - 60.470 
Bef 

11. 1400 – 1499 euro     or     56.437 -
60.470 Bef 

12. 1500 – 1599 euro of  60.471 - 64.504 
Bef 

12. 1500 – 1599 euro     or     60.471 -
64.504 Bef 

13. 1600 – 1699 euro of  64.505 - 68.537 
Bef 

13. 1600 – 1699 euro     or     64.505 -
68.537 Bef 

14. 1700 – 1799 euro of 68.538 - 72.571 
Bef 

14. 1700 – 1799 euro     or     68.538 -
72.571 Bef 

15. 1800 – 1899 euro of 72.572 - 76.605 
Bef 

15. 1800 – 1899 euro     or     72.572 -
76.605 Bef 

16. 1900 – 1999 euro of 76.606 - 80.639 
Bef 

16. 1900 – 1999 euro     or     76.606 –
80.639 Bef 
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77. weet niet 77. do not know
88. geen antwoord 88. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 26 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk 
– indien schaal in BEF gebruikt: dan 
vermelden voor euro’s omgerekend in 
Belgische frank is dit ongeveer 

Show card 26 - only one answer possible –
when use of the categories in BEF, say: ‘for 
euros calculated in Belgian francs, this is …’ 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 104. Indien u de categorieën van 
inkomens bekijkt op kaart 27, in welke 
categorie valt het gezamenlijk netto 
maandinkomen van uw huishouden? 

Question 104. When you take a look at the 
income categories on card 27, in which 
category do you place your net monthly 
income of your household? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. 2000 – 2099 euro     of     80.680 –
84.673 Bef 

1. 2000 – 2099 euro     or     80.680 –
84.673 Bef 

 2. 2100 – 2199 euro     of     84.674 –
88.707 Bef 

2. 2100 – 2199 euro     or 84.674 – 88.707 
Bef 

 3. 2200 – 2299 euro     of     88.708 –
92.741 Bef 

3. 2200 – 2299 euro     or     88.708 –
92.741 Bef 

 4. 2300 – 2399 euro     of     92.742 –
96.775 Bef 

4. 2300 – 2399 euro     or     92.742 –
96.775 Bef 

 5. 2400 – 2499 euro     of     96.776 –
100.809 Bef 

5. 2400 – 2499 euro     or     96.776 –
100.809 Bef 

 6. 2500 – 2599 euro     of     100.810 –
104.843 Bef 

6. 2500 – 2599 euro     or     100.810 –
104.843 Bef 

 7. 2600 – 2699 euro     of     104.844 –
108.877 Bef 

7. 2600 – 2699 euro     or     104.844 –
108.877 Bef 

 8. 2700 – 2799 euro     of     108.878 –
112.911 Bef 

8. 2700 – 2799 euro     or     108.878 –
112.911 Bef 

 9. 2800 – 2899 euro     of     122.912 –
116.945 Bef 

9. 2800 – 2899 euro     or     122.912 –
116.945 Bef 

 10. 2900 – 2999 euro     of     116.946 –
120.979 Bef 

10. 2900 – 2999 euro     or     116.946 –
120.979 Bef 

 11. 3000 – 3099 euro     of     120.980 –
125.013 Bef 

11. 3000 – 3099 euro     or     120.980 –
125.013 Bef 

 12. 3100 – 3199 euro     of     125.014 –
129.047 Bef 

12. 3100 – 3199 euro     or     125.014 –
129.047 Bef 

 13. 3200 – 3299 euro     of     129.048 –
133.081 Bef 

13. 3200 – 3299 euro     or     129.048 –
133.081 Bef 

 14. 3300 – 3399 euro     of     133.082 –
137.115 Bef 

14. 3300 – 3399 euro     or     133.082 –
137.115 Bef 

 15. 3400 – 3499 euro     of     137.116 –
141.149 Bef 

15. 3400 – 3499 euro     or    137.116 –
141.149 Bef 

 16. 3500 – 3599 euro     of     141.150 –
145.183 Bef 

16. 3500 – 3599 euro     or     141.150 –
145.183 Bef 

 17. 3600 – 3699 euro     of     145.184 –
149.217 Bef 

17. 3600 – 3699 euro     or     145.184 –
149.217 Bef 

 18. 3700 – 3949 euro     of     149.218 –
159.302 Bef 

18. 3700 – 3949 euro     or     149.218 –
159.302 Bef 

 19. 3950 – 4199 euro     of     159.303 –
169.387 Bef 

19. 3950 – 4199 euro     or    159.303 –
169.387 Bef 

 20. 4200 – 4449 euro     of     169.388 –
179.472 Bef 

20. 4200 – 4449 euro     or     169.388 –
179.472 Bef 

 21. 4450 – 4699 euro     of     179.473 –
189.557 Bef 

21. 4450 – 4699 euro     or     179.473 –
189.557 Bef 

 22. 4700 – 4949 euro     of     189.558 –
199.642 Bef 

22. 4700 – 4949 euro     or     189.558 –
199.642 Bef 

 23. 4950 – 5199 euro     of     199.643 –
209.727 Bef 

23. 4950 – 5199 euro     or     199.643 –
209.727 Bef 

 24. 5200 – 5449 euro     of     209.728 –
219.812 Bef 

24. 5200 – 5449 euro     or    209.728 –
219.812 Bef 
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 25. 5450 – 7949 euro     of     219.813 –
320.662 Bef 

25. 5450 – 7949 euro     or     219.813 –
320.662 Bef 

 26. 7950 – 10449 euro     of     320.663 –
421.512 Bef 

26. 7950 – 10449 euro     or     320.663 –
421.512 Bef 

 27. 10450+  euro     of     421.512 + Bef 27. 10450+  euro     or     421.512 + Bef
 77. weet niet 77. don’t know
 88. geen antwoord 88. no answer
Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 27 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 27 - only one answer possible 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 102: ask all 
Question 103: to be answered by those with an income not larger than 2.000 euro or code 7, 8 on question 
102 
Question 104: to be answered by those with an income larger than 2.000 euro or code 77, 88 on question 103 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* BE_INC - Family Income 2010 
 
** Van de categorieën met bedragen, telkens het gemiddelde nemen als "inkomen". 
 
IF (v103 = 1) BE_INC = 250. 
IF (v103 = 2) BE_INC = 550. 
IF (v103 = 3) BE_INC = 650. 
IF (v103 = 4) BE_INC = 750. 
IF (v103 = 5) BE_INC = 850. 
IF (v103= 6) BE_INC = 950. 
IF (v103= 7) BE_INC = 1050. 
IF (v103= 8) BE_INC = 1150. 
IF (v103= 9) BE_INC = 1250. 
IF (v103= 10) BE_INC = 1350. 
IF (v103= 11) BE_INC = 1450. 
IF (v103= 12) BE_INC = 1550. 
IF (v103= 13) BE_INC = 1650. 
IF (v103= 14) BE_INC = 1750. 
IF (v103= 15) BE_INC = 1850. 
IF (v103= 16) BE_INC = 1950. 
IF (v104 = 1) BE_INC = 2050. 
IF (v104 = 2) BE_INC = 2150. 
IF (v104 = 3) BE_INC = 2250. 
IF (v104 = 4) BE_INC = 2350. 
IF (v104 = 5) BE_INC = 2450. 
IF (v104 = 6) BE_INC = 2550. 
IF (v104 = 7) BE_INC = 2650. 
IF (v104 = 8) BE_INC = 2750. 
IF (v104 = 9) BE_INC = 2850. 
IF (v104 = 10) BE_INC = 2950. 
IF (v104 = 11) BE_INC = 3050. 
IF (v104 = 12) BE_INC = 3150. 
IF (v104 = 13) BE_INC = 3250. 
IF (v104 = 14) BE_INC = 3350. 
IF (v104 = 15) BE_INC = 3450. 
IF (v104 = 16) BE_INC = 3550. 
IF (v104 = 17) BE_INC = 3650. 
IF (v104 = 18) BE_INC = 3825. 
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IF (v104 = 19) BE_INC = 4075. 
IF (v104 = 20) BE_INC = 4325. 
IF (v104 = 21) BE_INC = 4575. 
IF (v104 = 22) BE_INC = 4825. 
IF (v104 = 23) BE_INC = 5075. 
IF (v104 = 24) BE_INC = 5325. 
IF (v104 = 25) BE_INC = 6700. 
IF (v104 = 26) BE_INC = 9200. 
IF (v104 = 27) BE_INC = 10450. 
IF (v103 = 77 AND v104 = 77) BE_INC = 999998. 
IF (v103 = 88 AND v104 = 88) BE_INC = 999997. 
IF (v103 = 77 AND v104 = 88) BE_INC = 999997. 
IF (v103 = 88 AND v104 = 77) BE_INC = 999998. 
IF (missing(v103) AND v104 = 88) BE_INC = 999997. 
IF (missing(v103) AND v104 = 77) BE_INC = 999998. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABLES BE_INC  
 0 'No income'  
 250 'Less than 500 EUR per month' 
 550 '500-599 EUR' 
 650 '600-699 EUR' 
 750 '700-799 EUR' 
 850 '800-899 EUR' 
 950 '900-999 EUR' 
 1050 '1.000-1.099 EUR' 
 1150 '1.100-1.199 EUR'  
 1250 '1.200-1.299 EUR' 
 1350 '1.300-1.399 EUR' 
 1450 '1.400-1.499 EUR' 
 1550 '1.500-1.599 EUR' 
 1650 '1.600-1.699 EUR' 
 1750 '1.700-1.799 EUR' 
 1850 '1.800-1.899 EUR' 
 1950 '1.900-1.999 EUR' 
 2050 '2.000-2.099 EUR' 
 2150 '2.100-2.199 EUR' 
 2250 '2.200-2.299 EUR' 
 2350 '2.300-2.399 EUR' 
 2450 '2.400-2.499 EUR' 
 2550 '2.500-2.599 EUR' 
 2650 '2.600-2.699 EUR' 
 2750 '2.700-2.799 EUR' 
 2850 '2.800-2.899 EUR' 
 2950 '2.900-2.999 EUR' 
 3050 '3.000-3.099 EUR' 
 3150 '3.100-3.199 EUR' 
 3250 '3.200-3.299 EUR' 
 3350 '3.300-3.399 EUR' 
 3450 '3.400-3.499 EUR' 
 3550 '3.500-3.599 EUR' 
 3650 '3.600-3.699 EUR' 
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 3825 '3.700-3.949 EUR' 
 4075 '3.950-4.199 EUR' 
 4325 '4.200-4.449 EUR' 
 4575 '4.450-4.699 EUR' 
 4825 '4.700-4.949 EUR' 
 5075 '4.950-5.199 EUR' 
 5325 '5.200-5.449 EUR' 
 6700 '5.450-7.949 EUR' 
 9200 '7.950-10.449 EUR' 
 10450 'More than 10.450 EUR' 
 999990 'NAP, other countries' 
 999997 'Refused' 
 999998 'Do not know' 
 999999 'No answer'. 
Execute. 
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MARITAL – Legal partnership status 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 51. Welke categorie op kaart 15 
beschrijft het best uw huidige wettelijke 
burgerlijke staat? 

Question 51. What category on card 15 
describes best your current legal partnership 
status? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. gehuwd 1. married
2. wettelijk samenwonend 2. civil partnership
3. feitelijk gescheiden (nog getrouwd maar 
niet meer samenwonend met 
echtgeno(o)t(e)) 

3. legally divorced 

4. wettelijk gescheiden 4. separated (still married but no longer 
living in the same house) 

5. weduwnaar/weduwe 5. widowed (male/female) 
6. ongehuwd (nooit getrouwd/nooit 
wettelijk samengewoond) 

6. single (never married) 

7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Lees alle antwoordmogelijkheden voor – 1 
enkel antwoord mogelijk. 

Read every possible answer out loud – only 
one answer possible 

 

Construction/Recoding: 
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  Marital 

1 1. Married 
2 2. Civil partnership 
3 3. Separated from spouse/civil partner 

(still legally married/still legally in a civil 
partnership) 

4 4. Divorced from spouse/legally 
separated from civil partner 

5 5. Widowed/civil partner died 
6 6. Never married/never in a civil 

partnership 
7 7. Refused 
8 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* MARITAL – wettelijke burgerlijke status 2010  
 
**  hercoderen weet niet en geen antwoord + missings coderen 
 
RECODE 
V51 
(7, 8 = 9) (missing = 9) (else = copy) INTO MARITAL. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen 
 
VALUE LABELS MARITAL 
 1 'Married' 
 2 'Civil partnership' 
 3 'Separated from spouse/ civil partner (still legally married/ still legally in a civil partnership)' 
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 4 'Divorced from spouse/ legally separated from civil partner' 
 5 'Widowed/ civil partner died' 
 6 'Never married/ never in a civil partnership, single' 
 7 'Refused' 
 9 'No answer'. 
Execute. 
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 URBRURAL – Place of living: urban - rural 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

Vraag 109. Welke omschrijving geeft het 
best uw woonomgeving weer? U kan kaart 
31 gebruiken om te antwoorden. 

Question 109. Which description suits your 
living environment the best? You can use 
card 31 to answer. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. een grote stad 1. a big city
2. een buitenwijk van een grote stad 2. an outskirt of a big city 
3. een middengrote of kleine stad 3. a town or small city 
4. een landelijke gemeente 4. a country village
5. een boerderij of huis op het platteland 5. a farm or home in the country 
7. weet niet 7. don’t know
8. geen antwoord 8. no answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 

Toon kaart 30 – 1 enkel antwoord mogelijk Show card 30 – only 1 answer possible

 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
Question 109: ask all 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  URBRURAL 

1 1. A big city 
2 2. The suburbs or outskirts of a big city 
3 3. A town or a small city 
4 4. A country village 
5 5. A farm or home in the country 
7-8 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* URBRURAL – Place of living: urban - rural   2010. 
 
** Hercoderen van de vraag naar de omschrijving van de woonomgeving. 
 
RECODE 
V109 
(7, 8 = 9) (else = copy) INTO URBRURAL. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Values toekennen. 
 
VALUE Labels URBRURAL 1 'A big city' 2 'The suburbs or outskirts of a big city' 3 'A town or a small 
city' 4 'A country village' 5 'A farm or home in the country' 9 'No answer'. 
EXECUTE. 
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BE_REG – Country specific: region  

 National Language English Translation 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1. Antwerpen 1. Antwerp 
2. Vlaams-Brabant 2. Flemish Brabant 
3. West-Vlaanderen 3. West Flanders 
4. Oost-Vlaanderen 4. East Flanders 

5. Limburg 5. Limburg 
6. Brussel 6. Brussels 

 

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  nat_REG 

1 1 Antwerp 
2 2 Flemish Brabant 
3 3 West Flanders 
4 4 East Flanders 
5 5 Limburg 
6 6 Brussels 

- not used - 99 NA 
- not used - 00 Not available 

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
* BE_REG: Region 2010. 
 
** Hercoderen Provincie 
 
RECODE 
PROVINCIE 
(else = copy) INTO BE_REG. 
EXECUTE. 
 
** Labels toekennen. 
 
VALUE LABELS BE_REG 1 'Antwerp' 2 'Flemish Brabant' 3 'West Flanders' 4 'East Flanders' 5 
'Limburg' 6 'Brussels'. 
EXECUTE. 
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WEIGHT – Weighting factor 

Please report on whether you calculate any weighting variables. If you adjust for non-response bias, 
please enter the variable(s) on which the sample’s distribution(s) is (are) adjusted to the population 
distribution(s). Please, also report if you apply any kind of rescaling. 

 

Design weight to 
adjust for unequal 
selection probabilities 

No  [  ] 

Yes The ISSP-questionnaire is an addition 
to a general face-to-face survey. In a 
first step weights were computed 
for this face-to-face survey. Those 
weights are a combination of design 
weights, non-response weights and 
post stratification weights. The 
design weights compensate for the 
oversampling of Brussels and some 
other rural areas. 

Weight to adjust for 
non-response bias 

No  [  ] 

Yes Non-response weights are then 
applied to account for unequal 
probability of response in different 
subgroups in the population.  Age, 
sex, marital status, type of dwelling, 
nationality and a geographical 
classification were used to identify 
these subgroups. (All these 
characteristics were known for all 
sampled units.)  

The non-response weights were then 
adjusted so that respondent sample 
matched the population in terms of 
sex and education (population 
classification based on Labor Force 
Survey 2009). 

In a second step these weights were 
adjusted to compensate for the non-
response to the ISSP-part of the 
survey. We used the following 
variables of the general survey for 
this non-response weighting: age, 
sex, level of education, nationality, 
professional status, attitude towards 
surveys and an assessment by the 
interviewer of the respondent’s 
aversion towards answering survey 
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questions.

Are the final weights 
rescaled to net sample 
size (thus weighted 
sample 
size=unweighted 
sample size)? 

No  [  ] → please specify target population 
represented by sum of all case weights 
 

 

Yes Finally the weights were scaled to 
make the weighted sample size equal 
to the unequal sample size. 

Note  
 
 

 

Construction/Recoding: 
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  WEIGHT 

 1. No weighting 
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MODE – Administrative mode of data-collection 

Note Arrives with interviewer, drops off, mailed back by R 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  Mode 

- not used - 10. F2f/PAPI, no visuals 
- not used - 11. F2f/PAPI, visuals 
- not used - 12. F2f/PAPI, respondent reading 

questionnaire 
- not used - 13. F2f/PAPI, interpreter or translator – 

no visuals 
- not used - 14. F2f/PAPI, interpreter or translator – 

visuals 
- not used - 20. CAPI, no visuals 
- not used - 21. CAPI, visuals 
- not used - 22. CAPI, respondent reading 

questionnaire (paper or on monitor) 
- not used - 23. CAPI, interpreter or translator – no 

visuals 
- not used - 24. CAPI, interpreter or translator – 

visuals 
- not used - 30. SC, arrives with interviewer, 

interviewer attending 
- not used - 31. SC, arrives with interviewer, drops-

off, picks up later 
32 32. SC, arrives with interviewer, drops 

off, mailed back by R 
- not used - 33. SC, mailed to, completed by R and 

hold for pick up 
- not used - 34. SC, mailed to, mailed back by R 
- not used - 40. CASI, self-completion, computer-

assisted 
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4. Country Questionnaire 
Please provide the part(s) of your country questionnaire that relate(s) to the background 
variables reported in this template. If these variables are already covered by your country’s 
field questionnaire delivered with your national ISSP data file, then just tick on the last 
page of this document. (PDF or MS Word format preferred.) 

[  ] Already included in field questionnaire provided with the country data file. 

Attached file: Standard_ISSP10_Flanders(Belgium) pdf-file 

5. Frequency Distributions of Source Variables 
Please supply frequency distributions with absolute and relative frequencies, missing values 
included, for all source variables. Source variables are the country-specific variables before 
recodes into ISSP standard variables are done. (MS Word or simple ASCII file preferred.) 

Attached file:. Frequencies_standard_background_Flanders(Belgium)_issp10.doc 

6. Correspondence list ISCO88<->national occupation codes 
If your country derives ISCO88 codes from a national occupation coding scheme, please 
supply a correspondence list of national codes and ISCO88 codes. (MS Word or simple ASCII 
file preferred.) 

[  ] ISCO88 is used to code responses directly. 

[  ] Conversion of national coding scheme to ISCO88. Attached file: 
Attached file:nis93_isco88_conversion_table_ISSP10.sps (spss syntax file). 

For information on NIS codes, see attached excel-file: 

NIS (1993) Algemene Volks- en Woningtelling op 1 maart 1991. Code van de beroepen. Brussel.  

NIS_beroepennomenclatuur_1993.xls 

 




