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ASK ALL

Flash Eurobarometer in Iceland on the accession of the country to the EU

Q1. For each of the following statements, please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree,

somewhat disagree or strongly disagree::
(READ OUT EACH LINE IN TURN — ONE ANSWER PER LINE)

4 {01V { V- V= o T USSR 1

= SOMEWNATL ABIEE ..eiiiiiiieeeet ettt s 2

- SOMEWhAt diSAGIEE...ccouieeiieiieeie e 3

= SEroNglY diSAEIEE....ceeciiieeeee et 4

= IDK/NA] ettt e 9
A., | feel familiar with the EUropean UNion ..........cueeeeuiiiieiiie ettt e 12349
B., Icelanders and EU citizens share the same values, such as democracy and equality ........... 12349
C., Iceland’s participation in the Schengen Agreement is POSItiVE .......ccceeeeviieeiecieeicciee e, 12349

D., Iceland follows much of the EU’s legislation without participating in the actual decision
MNAKINE «e ettt ettt st e st e s bt e e sa b e e bt e e be e st e s b e e eabe e sabe e neeenneeeareas 12349
E., Iceland’s future should be as part of the EU..........ccoevreiiiicceie e 12349
F., Iceland’s adoption of the euro will help its eCONOMY .......coccuiieeiiiieiciiee e 12349

ASK ALL

Q2. Now, imagine that Iceland becomes a member of the EU. Would you strongly agree, somewhat agree,

somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with each the following statements about the
consequences of the membership of Iceland to the EU?
(ROTATE ITEMS - READ OUT EACH LINE IN TURN — ONE ANSWER PER LINE)

= SErONGIY @EIEE ettt et ettt e e e e ba e e eans 1

= SOMEWNATL ABIEE ..eiiiiiiieeeet ettt 2

- SOMEWhAt diSAGIEE...ccouiieieeiieee e 3

= SErONGlY diSAEIEE....cieciiii ettt e 4

= IDK/NA] ettt ettt se e e 9
A., EU support for regional development will benefit Iceland’s citizens........c.cccccocveeeecrneeennnenn. 12349
B., Food prices will 20 down in ICEIaNd.......ccccuvviiieiiii e s 12349
C., Icelandic food producers will face more competition from those in other EU countries ..... 12349
D., Tourism in Iceland will develop significantly...........ccceeeiiiiiiiiiei e 12349
E., Iceland’s interests will be harmed by the EU’s fishery policy .....ccccccovviinieiniiinieniiciieeeen 12349
F., Icelandic will become one of the official languages of the EU...........ccccoeeevveeeciiiecceee e, 12349
G., Whaling will be prohibited ..........ccueiiiiie ettt et e e et e e e eaees 12349
H., Icelanders will be able to keep their national passports........ccccceeveeriieerieeniienieeneeeeeee, 12349



., Iceland will be able to keep control of its natural resouUrces.........ccccveeeiveeeccieeccciiee e

ASK ALL

Q3a. If you were to choose a country that could be seen as a model for Iceland, which country would that

be?

(including the at home and within the country)
(Choose country name from the list. If another country not in the list is mentioned, write it in.)

ASK IF Q3A IS NOT ‘9”

ONLY ONE ANSWER POSSIBLE!

DENMAIK.c..teeteereereee et sttt 1
L] o 0 0 1= 0 7P PO PPPPPPPPPOE 2
FINIANG..ciiii e e 3
SWEABN. ettt sttt e bt b e s ne e sbeeenee e 4
THE UK ettt st s st e s 5
NOFWAY it 6
[CEIANG .t 7
TRE US e e st 8
CANATA .ttt s e 9
[Other COUNTIY] coeieiiee e e e 10
[DK/NA] ettt sttt sttt 99

Q3b. And if you were to choose a second country?
(including the at home and within the country)
(Choose country name from the list. If another country not in the list is mentioned, write it in.)

ONLY ONE ANSWER POSSIBLE!

DENMAIK.c.eeeteeiieteeteeeee et 1
L] o 0.0 1= 0 V7P PPPPPPPPPOE 2
FINIANG..ciiiii e e 3
SWEAEN ...ttt e s 4
THE UK et e e 5
NOFWAY ettt 6
[CEIANG .. 7
TRE US et st 8
CANAAA ...ttt re e et 9



= [DK/NA] et 99

ASK ALL
Q4. To which of the following countries do you feel the closest?
(READ OUT - ROTATE - UP TO THREE ANSWERS)

I (o) d o [T gl 1] o 4 Y USSP
= [NONE Of tNESE] ettt e 10
= [DK/NAD ettt ettt sttt et et re e re et beebeeanenneens 99

ASK ALL
Q5. Do you feel closer to the EU or to the US?
= Closertothe EU ...ttt

- ClOSErtothe US ...t et
- [Asclose tothe EU astothe US]......ccoocvureeiiiiiiciirieeee e
= INBIENEI] e e et et
= IDKINAT ettt ettt ettt et st ee e en e eneen

ASK ALL
Q6. Have you travelled outside of Iceland in the past five years?
S S T o] o [ ol I PP UPURRRRPNt

= YES, SEVEIAl tIMES ...t

S Lo TSR



[ASK IF Q6=1, or 2]
Q7a. Have you travelled to any of the following countries in the past five years?
[READ OUT—ROTATE-SEVERAL ANSWERS POSSIBLE]

= U NOIWAY e 1
= DENMATK e e e s 2
)= [ o OO PSSP P URTPRRPR 3
= FINIANG. e e 4
I CT=T0 00T 14 1Y/ PP P PPPP PR 5
= THE UK e s e s e 6
= €ANA0A e s 7
S TRE US e e 8
= [NO, NONE OF tNESE] evveeieeteeeee e e 9
= IDK/NA] e e s 99

[ASK IF Q6=3 or 9]
Q7b. What was the main reason why you have not travelled outside of Iceland in the past 5 years?
[READ OUT- ROTATE — ONLY ONE ANSWER POSSIBLE!]

- Personal/private reasons ........ccc.ecvecreeireeeeieesieenre e sree e esreeveeaeeereenns 1
- FiNancial reasons ........ccoeevieiieieneeeee e 2
= LAck Of tIME oo e e 3
- Not interested to travel outside Iceland ..........ccoceeeiiiniinniinnienneenns 4
- Concerns about Safety ......cccceeciiee i 5
- I never g0 on holiday......ccccueieeiiie e 6
= ORI e e 7
= IDK/NA et 9

ASK ALL
Q8. What is your preferred method of staying informed about current affairs?

[READ OUT- ROTATE — ONLY ONE ANSWER POSSIBLE!]

= NEWSPAPELS ittt 1
= TIEVISION ..o 2
= RAAIO et 3
= ThE INTEINEL .o e 4
= DTN e e e e 5



ASK ALL
Q9. Do you read, watch or listen to news media other than Icelandic media?

S (=R 1
N | Lo T RPN 2
= [DK/NA] ettt et ettt b e e eare e naneeeneeenees 9

[ASK IF Q9=1]
Q10a. How often do you read, watch or listen to foreign media?
[READ OUT—- ONLY ONE ANSWER POSSIBLE!]

I V=] oV - 1Y USSR 1
- At 1east ONCE @ WEEK ....cc.eeiiieiieiiieteeeeeete e e 2
- About once or twice @a MmoNth .......cocceeeiiiiiiiiiieee 3
- Lessthan once a month ..o e 4
= [DK/NA] ettt e 9

[ASK IF Q9=2 or 9]
Q10b. What is the main reason why you do not read, watch or listen to foreign media?
[READ OUT—-ONLY ONE ANSWER POSSIBLE!]

- lam not interested in other countries’ media..........ccccoeirviriinienncnns 1
- lcanread or listen only in Icelandic......c.cccevevcieeeeiieeecciee e, 2
= LAck Of tIME oo e 3
- ldon’t know any foreign media ........ceceeviieniieiniinnee e 4
= ORNEI e e 5
= [DK/NAL e ettt 9

[ASK IF Q9=1]
Q11. From which countries do those media originate?
[READ OUT-ROTATE-SEVERAL ANSWERS POSSIBLE]

= CANAMA e s 01
= TRE US e 02
= NOIWAY 03
= DENMAIK e e 04
Y=o 1= o R PTU O U PSP POP 05
= RN e e 06
S CT=1¢ 0 - 1012 PP PSP PP PP PP PP 07
= TRE UK ettt ettt e st e s e e e s ate e e s nae e e s aaeeean 08
- Other EU COUNLIIES...ccviiiiiiieieeieetteeeeieeree e e 09
- Other NON-EU COUNTIES ..c.eerueeiieiieieseenieeeeett et 10

= IDK/NA] oo es s ese e es st ese e s es e reeres 99



Gender

[DO NOT ASK - MARK APPROPRIATE]

How old are you?
- [_][] years old
= [REFUSAL/NO ANSWER].....viuieeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeseeeeseesesseseesesesensnsens 00

How old were you when you stopped full-time education?
[Write in THE AGE WHEN EDUCATION WAS TERMINATED]

- [_][] years old

- [STILL IN FULL TIME EDUCATION] ....eoutiuiiieieienierenresrenie e 00
- [NEVER BEEN IN FULL TIME EDUCATION] ...cccoeiiiiiiiiiicnieneeeeeee 01
= [REFUSAL/NO ANSWER]...coveviiririirrereeinenrereereenees e sesne s 99

As far as your current occupation is concerned, would you say you are self-employed, an
employee, a manual worker or would you say that you are without a professional activity? Does it
mean that you are a(n)...

[IF A RESPONSE TO THE MAIN CATEGORY IS GIVEN, READ OUT THE RESPECTIVE SUB-CATEGORIES]

- Self-employed

2ie.: - farmer, forester, fiShermMan ..o 11
-owner of a shop, CraftSMan ..o 12
- professional (lawyer, medical practitioner, accountant, architect,...) ............. 13
- MaNAgEr Of @ COMPANY ....ocueeiieiiceeeee ettt enaesrean 14
S OB e 15

- Employee

2ie.: - professional (employed doctor, lawyer, accountant, architect) .........c.c......... 21
- general management, director or top management........c.ccceeeeeeeeeecieneenenne 22
-MiIddle MANAZEMENT.......eiiieieeeceeece ettt et et eae e eteeaesbeens 23
= CIVIl SEIVANT ...ttt s 24
= OFfICE CIEIK e 25
- other employee (salesman, NUISE, e1C...) . ccueviiieiiriieiieeceereee e 26



Dé.

- Manual worker

2ie.: - supervisor / foreman (team mManager, etC...) cuuuirieeeeeeereerecrecreerecreresee e 31
= MANUAT WOTKET .. vt s st 32
- unskilled ManUal WOTKET ........cccoerieineeireireceee s 33
S ORI e 34

- Without a professional activity

e -100KING after tNE NOME c....oovieeeiececcee e 41
- student (FUll HIME) wouveeeieeeeeeeee et 42

STEUIMEO e 43

= SEEKING @ JOD it 44

S OB e 45

S [REFUSAI] ettt ettt et et e et et e s te et e et e e beebeeas e beesbeesseseeasenteensanreans 99

Would you say you live ina ...?

= MEtroPOlitan ZONE........ueiieiiee e e e 1
= Other tOWN/UIDaN CONTIE ....uvive ettt eeee s e e seaeee e 2
I (V] -] I 2o ] [T SR TRRRRRTP 3

I 3= (V1Y TSP 9
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Survey details

This Flash Eurobarometer 302 “Iceland and the European Union” was conducted for the European
Commission, Directorate-General Enlargement - Communication — Unit A2.

Telephone interviews were conducted between the 5™ and the 9™ of December 2010, by Capacent
Gallup.

Representativeness of the results
The sample is representative of the population in Iceland aged 15 years and above.
Size of the sample

A sample size of 1000 respondents in Iceland was foreseen; in the end, 1004 interviews were
conducted.

A weighting factor was applied to the national results in order to compute a marginal total for the
country in proportion to its population.

Questionnaires

The questionnaire prepared for this survey is reproduced at the end of this section.
Table of results

VOLUME C: RESPONDENTS’ DEMOGRAPHICS

The VOLUME C presents the country results broken down by the following socio-demographic
variables:

Sex (male, female)

Age (18-24, 25-39, 40-54, 55 +)

Education (15&-, 16-20, 21&+, still in full time education)

Subjective urbanisation (metropolitan zone; other town/urban centre; rural zone)

Occupation (self-employed, employee, manual worker, without a professional activity)
Familiar with the EU (agree, disagree)

Support for EU membership (agree, disagree)

Reading foreign news media (frequent reader, occasional reader, does not read foreign media)
Travelling abroad (regularly travelling abroad, did not travel abroad regularly)

Sampling error

Surveys are designed and conducted to provide an estimate of a true value of characteristics of a
population at a given time. An estimate of a survey is unlikely to exactly equal the true population
quantity of interest for a variety of reasons. One of these reasons is that data in a survey are collected
from only some — a sample of — members of the population, this to make data collection cheaper and
faster. The “margin of error” is a common summary of sampling error, which quantifies uncertainty
about (or confidence in) a survey result.

Usually, one calculates a 95 percent confidence interval of the format: survey estimate +/- margin of
error. This interval of values will contain the true population value at least 95% of time.

For example, if it was estimated that 45% of EU citizens are in favour of a single European currency
and this estimate is based on a sample of 100 EU citizens, the associated margin of error is about 10
percentage points. The 95 percent confidence interval for support for a European single currency



would be (45%-10%) to (45%+10%), suggesting that in the EU the support for a European single
currency could range from 35% to 55%. Because of the small sample size of 100 EU citizens, there is
considerable uncertainty about whether or not the citizens of the EU support a single currency.

As a general rule, the more interviews conducted (sample size), the smaller the margin of error. Larger
samples are more likely to give results closer to the true population quantity and thus have smaller
margins of error. For example, a sample of 500 will produce a margin of error of no more than about
4.5 percentage points, and a sample of 1,000 will produce a margin of error of no more than about 3
percentage points.

Margin of error (95% confidence interval)

Survey Sample size (n)
estimate 10 50 100 150 200 400 800 1000 2000 4000
5% 13.5% 6.0% 43% 35% 3.0% 21% 15% 14% 1.0% 0.7%
10% 18.6% 83% 59% 48% 42% 29% 21% 19% 13% 0.9%
25% | 268% 12.0% 85% 6.9% 6.0% 42% 3.0% 2.7% 19% 1.3%
50% | 31.0% 139% 98% 8.0% 69% 49% 35% 3.1% 22% 1.5%
75% | 268% 12.0% 85% 69% 6.0% 42% 3.0% 27% 19% 1.3%
90% 18.6% 83% 59% 48% 42% 29% 21% 19% 13% 0.9%
95% 13.5% 6.0% 43% 35% 3.0% 21% 15% 14% 1.0% 0.7%
(The values in the table are the margin of error — at 95% confidence level — for a given
survey estimate and sample size)

The examples show that the size of a sample is a crucial factor affecting the margin of error.
Nevertheless, once past a certain point — a sample size of 800 or 1,000 — the improvement is small. For
example, to reduce the margin of error to 1.5% would require a sample size of 4,000.
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