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Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

Please name the ISSP module which the documentation refers to (e.g., “Health and Health 
Care / ISSP2011”):

ISSP Background Variable Documentation/ ISSP2018
 
Please name your country: 

NEPAL 
 
 

National Language = ABADI 
 
 

SEX - Sex of respondent 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_01. cfks] hggf÷d/b -
k"?if÷dlxnf_ lnvnuP t l&s af < 

BVQ_01. Would it be correct if we 
write you as … 
 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= d/b 1. Male 
 

2= hggf 2. Female 
 

3= b";/ 3. Other 
 

 9= hjfa gf b]x]ng -gfO b]x]lng_ 9. No Answer 
Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes (in translation)  SEX 

IF BVQ_01=1 1. Male 
IF BVQ_01=2 2. Female 
IF BVQ_01=3 3. Other 
IF BVQ_01=9 9. No answer 
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BIRTH – Year of birth 
 

This question can be asked as an alternative to asking about AGE. If BIRTH is not asked 
directly, it must be computed by DATEYR ‘year of interview’ minus AGE ‘age of 
respondent’. 
 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_02. cfks] s]tgf ;fnd] hGd 
eOn /xn of ckg] s]tgf aif{s] 
eO{n < 

BVQ_02. In which year were you 
born, how old are you? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

=============================== hGd]s] ;fn …………………    Year born 
============================== jif{ …………………     Age in years 
98= kQf gflx 98. Don’t Know 
9999= gfO{ atf}n]g 9999. Refused 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

pQ/bftfn] hGd]sf] pd]/ ;fndf 
eGg" ePdf AD / BS ;d]t 
n]Vg"xf];\ . 

Please write the AD/BS when 
respondent age response in years. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Respondent could either report in birth year or years age or both; Response were 
calculated based on the respondent’s answer either for Birth Year or years of age  

 
Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers) 

 Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  BIRTH 

Construction   
Codes IF BVQ_02_BIRTH= 1945 AD or earlier [1945] 
 IF BVQ_02_BIRTH=2000 AD [2000] 
 IF BVQ_02_BIRTH=98 98. Don’t Know 
 IF BVQ_02_BIRTH=9999 9999. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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AGE - Age of respondent 
 

This question can be asked as an alternative to asking about BIRTH. If AGE is not asked 
directly, it must be computed by DATEYR ‘year of interview’ minus BIRTH ‘year of 
birth’. 
 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_02. cfks] s]tgf ;fnd] hGd 
eOn /xn of ckg] s]tgf aif{s] 
eO{n < 

BVQ_02. In which year were you 
born, how old are you? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

============================== hGd]s] ;fn …………………    Year born 
============================== jif{ …………………     Age in years 
98= kQf gflx 98. Don’t Know 
9999= gfO{ atf}n]g 9999. Refused 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

pQ/bftfn] hGd]sf] pd]/ ;fndf 
eGg" ePdf AD / BS ;d]t 
n]Vg"xf];\ . 

Please write the AD/BS when 
respondent age response in years. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Respondent could either report in birth year or years age or both; Response were 
calculated based on the respondent’s answer either for Birth Year or years of age  

 
Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers) 

 Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  AGE 

Construction   
Codes IF BVQ_02_AGE = 18 years [18] 
 IF BVQ_02_AGE = 73 years or more [73] 
 IF BVQ_02_AGE=98 98. Don’t Know 
 IF BVQ_02_AGE=9999 9999. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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EDUCYRS - Education I: years of schooling 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_03. ckg] :s"n k(] s]tgf 
;fnts uOn /xn uP < 
 
-xfn :s"n uO/x]sf] eP k"/f u/]sf] 
sIff nfO{ ;+emg"xf];\ olb s"g} sIff 
bf]xf]/\ofPsf] eP To;nfO{ ;dfj]; 
gug"{xf];\ ._ 

BVQ_03. How many years (full-time 
equivalent) have you been in formal 
education? 
 
[If attending school currently, please 
think of the class completed. Please do 
not include repeated years.] 

Codes/ 
Categories 

0= xd :s"n lzIff gf k(]/x]g 0. I have no Formal Schooling 
=================================jif{ ................................... Years 
98= kQf gfxL 98. Don't Know 

99= hjfa gfO lbx]ng 99. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
 
 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  EDUCYRS 

IF BVQ_03=0 0. No formal schooling, no years at 
school 

IF BVQ_03=1  1. One year 
IF BVQ_03=17  17. 17 years or more 
IF BVQ_03=98 98. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_03=99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NP_DEGR - Country-specific highest completed degree of education 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_04. cj xdgs] k(fO{s] af/]d] 
aftlrt s/n hfa < ckg s]tgf 
sIff kf; sPn uP < 

BVQ_04. What is the highest level of 
education that you have attained? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11=  P; Pn l; of cf]s/]-Ps/]_ 
h};g 

11.  S.L.C. or Equivalent 

12=  12÷cfO{ P= of Ps/] h};g 12.  I.A. or Equivalent 
14= la=P= of Ps/] h};g 14.  B.A  or Equivalent 
16= Pd=P= jf Ps/] h};g 16.  M.A. or Equivalent 
18=  laBfjfl/wL -lk=Pr=*L_ of 
Ps/] h};g 

18.   Ph.D. or Equivalent 

99= hjfa gfO lbx]ng 99. No Answer 
Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding:  

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  NP_DEGR 

IF BVQ_04=0 0. No formal education 
IF BVQ_04=1 1. Class 1 
….. …. 
IF BVQ_04=10 10. Class 10 
IF BVQ_04=11 11.  S.L.C. or Equivalent 
IF BVQ_04=12 12.  I.A. or Equivalent 
IF BVQ_04=14 14.  B.A  or Equivalent 
IF BVQ_04=16 16.  M.A. or Equivalent 
IF BVQ_04=18 18.   Ph.D. or Equivalent 
IF BVQ_04=99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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DEGREE – R: Education II: categories 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Derived from BVQ_04 
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules DEGREE 

IF BVQ_04=0 0. No formal education 
IF (BVQ_04=1 OR BVQ_04=2 OR BVQ_04=3 OR 
BVQ_04=4 OR BVQ_04=5)  

1. Primary school 

IF (BVQ_04=6 OR BVQ_04=7 OR BVQ_04=8 OR 
BVQ_04=9 OR BVQ_04=10 OR BVQ_04=11) 

2. Lower secondary (secondary 
completed does not allow entry to 
university: obligatory school) 

IF BVQ_04=12 3. Upper secondary (programs that 
allow entry to university) 

IF BVQ_04=14 5. Lower level tertiary, first stage (also 
technical schools at a tertiary level) 

IF BVQ_04=16 6. Upper level tertiary (Master, Dr.) 
IF BVQ_04=99 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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WORK – Currently, formerly, or never in paid work 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_05. ckg] cle k};f ldnL 
slxs] sf}gf] sfd of gf]s/L -
hflu/_ s/t /lx ls, klxnf 
sOn] /xg ls, sle le k};f 
ldln sxs] sf}gf] sfd of 
gf]s/L -hflu/_ gfO{ sOn] /xnL 
< 

BVQ_05. Are you currently working for pay, 
did you work for pay in the past, or have you 
never been in paid work? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= cle k};f ldn]jfnf sfd of 
gf]s/L -hflu/_ sl/]t xP 

1.   I am currently in paid work 

2= cle k};f ldn]jfnf sfd of 
gf]s/L -hflu/_ gflx s/t xP 
n]lsg klxnf s/t /x]g 

2. I am currently not in paid work but I had 
paid work in the past 

3= k};f ldn]jfnf sfd of 
hflu/ sef] gfO s/]/x]g 

3. I have  never had paid work 

9= hjfa gfO lbx]ng 9. No Answer 
Interviewer 
Instruction 

 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules WORK 

IF BVQ_05=1  1. Currently in paid work 
IF BVQ_05=2 2. Currently not in paid work, paid work 

in the past 
IF BVQ_05=3 3. Never had a paid work 
IF BVQ_05=9 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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WRKHRS – Hours worked weekly 

National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_06. ;dFGotoF, Ps xKtFd] 
cF]e/ ^FOd ;d]t s/j]m, k};F 
sdFPj]m lnP ;/b/ j]mtgF #)^F 
sFd s/]lng < 

;fob cFkg] Ps;] a]l; sFd s/]t 
/xng oF ckg ;d]t b";/j]m le 
sFd s/]lg ta ;asF] sFd s/n 
;do le hF]*\j]m atfOn hfP . 

olb cle ckg] lj/FdL %"§L, ;ÚTj]m/L 
%"§L, aGb x*\tFn oF b";/ labF xF] 
j]m sFdd] gF uOn xF]O ta ckg] 
sFdd] uOn ;doj]m ;DemnhfP .

;/b/d], cF]e/ ^FOd ;d]t s/j]m 
xKt]d]=========================================   

BVQ_06.  How many hours, on 
average, do you usually work for pay in 
a normal week, including overtime? 

If you work for more than one 
employer, or if you are both employed 
and self-employed, please count the 
total number of working hours that you 
do. 

If you temporarily are not working 
because of temporary illness/parental 
leave/vacation/strike etc., please refer to 
your normal work situation. 

On average, including overtime, in a 
week …… 

Codes/ 
Categories 

================================== #)^f …………………hours 
96= 96 lst Ps/F;]a];L 96. 96 hour or more
98= kQf gflx 98. Don't Know
99= hjfa gfO lbx]ng 99. No Answer

Interviewer 
Instruction 
Translation 
Note 
Note 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
WRKHRS(BVQ_06) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 2 or 3 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules WRKHRS

IF BVQ_06<=18 18. Less than or equal to 18 hours
IF BVQ_06>=19 AND BVQ_06<=30 30. 19 to 30 hours
IF BVQ_06>=31 AND BVQ_06<=42 42. 31 to 42 hours
IF BVQ_06>=43 AND BVQ_06<=54 54. 43 to 54 hours
IF BVQ_06>=55 AND BVQ_06<=66 66. 55 to 66 hours
IF BVQ_06>=67 AND BVQ_06<=78 78. 67 to 78 hours
IF BVQ_06>=79 AND BVQ_06<=84 84. 79 to 84 hours
IF BVQ_06>=85 85. 85 hours or more
IF BVQ_06=98 98. Don’t know
IF BVQ_06=99 99. No answer
IF BVQ_06=00 00. NAP (Code 2 or 3 in WORK)
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Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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EMPREL – Employment relationship 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_07. ckg] k};F ldn] sxj]m 
sF}gF] sFd oF hFlu/ s/t xf] ls, 
ckg oF kl/jF/j]m JoFkF/ Joj;Fo 
s/t af^f < 

BVQ_07. Are/were you an employee, 
self-employed, or working/worked for 
your own family’s business? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= sFd oF hFlu/ s/t af^L 1.  An employee   
2= bF];/ sFdbF/ gF /Fvj]m ckg 
JoFkF/ JojF;Fo s/t af^L 

2. Self-employed (business) without 
employees 

3= 1 ;] 9 sFdbF/ /Fvj]m ckg 
JoFkF/ Joj;Fo s/t af^L 

3. Self-employed (business) with 1 to 9 
employees 

4= 10 ;] a]l; sFdbF/ /Fvj]m 
ckg JoFkF/ Joj;Fo s/t af^L 

4. Self-employed (business) with 10 
employees or more 

5= ckg kl/jf/ ;a ldns] Aofkf/ 
s/t af^L 

5. Working for your own family's 
business   

Interviewer 
Instruction 

olb cfkm\g} Aofkf/ Aoj;fo xf] eg] 
To;df slthgf sfd ug"{ x"G% 
;f]w]/ pko"Qm pQ/df lrGx 
nufpg"xf];\ . 

If self-employee ask how many 
employee are involved and mark 
appropriate box. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
EMPREL(BVQ_07) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules EMPREL 

IF BVQ_07=1 1. Employee 
IF BVQ_07=2 2. Self-employed without employees 
IF BVQ_07=3 3. Self-employed with 1 to 9 employees 
IF BVQ_07=4 4. Self-employed with 10 or more 

employees 
IF BVQ_07=5 5. Working for own family’s business 
IF BVQ_07=9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_07=0 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NEMPLOY - Self employed: how many employees 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note NOT IN THE QUESTION; NOT ASKED 
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules NEMPLOY 

 1. 1 employee 
 … 
 9995. 9995 employees or more 
 9999. No answer 
 0000. NAP (Code 1, 2, 4, 0 in 

EMPREL) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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WRKSUP - Supervise other employees 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_08. ckg] j]m sfd sOn cfbdL 
nf]us] b]v]s] sfd sOn uP ls, 
s/n /xn uP < 

BVQ_08. Do/did you supervise other 
employees? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= /x]g ÷/xgL 1. Yes 
2= glx/x]g oF gfO/xgL 2. No 
9= hjFj gFO lbx]g 9. No Answer 
0= gfO{ x}g 0. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

;"jl/j]If)f -;"k/lehg_ eg]sf] c? 
sfdbf/sf] cu"jf eP/ sfdsf] 
x]/rfx ug"{ / c?sf] sfdsf] 
lhDd]jf/L cfkm"n] lng" xf] . 

Supervision means monitoring others’ 
works by them and being responsible 
for the work of others.  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
WRKSUP(BVQ_08) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules WRKSUP 

IF BVQ_08=1 1. Yes 
IF BVQ_08=2 2. No 
IF BVQ_08=9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_08=0 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NSUP – Number of other employees supervised 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_09. ckg] j]mtgF nf]u 
sFdbF/j]m /]vb]v sOn ls, sOn] 
/xn < 

BVQ_09. How many other employees 
do/did you supervise?     

Codes/ 
Categories 

=================================nf]u sFd 
s/]jFnF cFbdL 

…………. Number of employees   

9995= 9995 cf]s/F;] a];L 9995. 9995 or more 
9999= hjfa gf lbx]ng 9999. No Answer 
0000= nFos gFlx xOg 0000. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
NSUP (BVQ_09) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 OR if WRKSUP(BVQ_08) = 2 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules NSUP 

IF BVQ_09=1 1. 1 employee 
IF BVQ_09>=30 30. 30 employees or more 
IF BVQ_09=9999 9999. No answer 
IF BVQ_09=0000 0000. NAP. (Code 2, 0 in WRKSUP) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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TYPORG1 – Type of organisation, for-profit/non-profit 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_10. ckg] gfkmf sfdfP jfnf 
;+# ;+:yfd] sfd s/t /xn uP 
ls, gfkmf gf sdfP jfnf ;+# 
;+:yfd] sfd s/t /xn uP of 
sOn hft /xn uP < 

BVQ_10. Do/did you work for a for-
profit organisation or for a non-profit 
organisation? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= gfkmf sdfPjfnf ;+:yfs] lnP 
sfd s/]gL of s/t /xgL 

1.  I work/ed for a for-profit 
organisation 

2= gfkmf gf sdfPjfnf ;+:yfs] lnP 
sfd s/]gL of s/t /xgL 

2. I work/ed for a non-profit 
organisation 

8= kQf gfO{ 8. Don't Know 
9= hjfa gf lbx]ng 9. No Answer 

 0= nfos gfO x} 0. NAP 
Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
TYPORG1(BVQ_10) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules TYPORG1 

IF BVQ_10=1 1. For-profit organisation 
IF BVQ_10=2 2. Non-profit organisation 
IF BVQ_10=8 8. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_10=9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_10=0 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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TYPORG2 – Type of organisation, public/private 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_11.  ckg] sfd sOn of s/t 
/xn /f]huf/bftf -sfdb]j]jfnf_ 
;/sf/L -;+:yfut_ x ls k|fOe]̂  x 
< 

BVQ_11. Do/did you work for a public 
or a private employer? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= ;/sf/L -;+:yfut_ /f]huf/bftf -
sfdb]j] jfnf_ 

1. Public employer 

2= k|fO{e]̂  /f]huf/bftf -sfdb]j] 
jfnf_ 

2.  Private employer 

8= kQf gflx 8. Don't Know 
9= hfjfj gf lbx]g 9. No Answer 
0= nfos gflx x}g 0. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

pQ/bftfn] ;fj{hlgs÷;+:yfut cyjf 
lghL sfd lbg] dflg; eg]sf] s] xf] 
eg]/ ;f]w]df pbfx/)f lbP/ 
a"emfpg"xf];\  

If respondent enquires about public or 
private employer, please clarify by 
giving example.   

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
TYPORG2(BVQ_11) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules TYPORG2 

IF BVQ_11=1 1. Public employer 
IF BVQ_11=2 2. Private employer 
IF BVQ_11=8 8. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_11=9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_11=0 0. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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ISCO08 - Occupation ISCO 2008 

Please give the text of the source question(s) on the respondent’s occupation used in your 
field questionnaire. If ISCO08-codes are not coded directly from the responses, but derived 
from a country-specific occupation coding scheme, please provide a table of 
correspondence between country-specific and ISCO08 codes attached as a separate file. 
Also when you derive ISCO08 from another ISCO scheme, such as ISCO88, ISCO-COM 
(a variant developed for the European Union (EU)), or ISCO88-CIS developed by the 
Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States, please document the 
source code and provide a correspondence list. 
Please do not enter standard ISCO08 codes here, but report any deviations. However, 
please note that country-specific codes, which are not part of the ISCO coding scheme 
cannot be accepted!  
Occupations should be coded on the 4-digit level of ISCO08. Occupational area 0 (Armed 
Forces occupations) needs some special attention. Since the ISCO variable is numeric, 4-
digit codes starting with zero, such as 0110 will usually appear as 110 in the data file. It is 
therefore suggested that the only valid 3-digit codes in the data file are those armed forces 
occupations 110, 210 and 310.  
 
In some special cases information concerning the occupation may be insufficient for 4-
digit coding. Instead of coding these cases as [9998] “inadequately described” use 3-digit 
coding. In those very special cases where 3-digit coding is applied, fill in a zero for the 
missing digit. Example: code 131 is coded as 1310. 
 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_12a=ckg]s] k]zf sf xf] of 
sf /xn < hO;g ls ckg]s] sOn 
d'Vo sfds] kb sf xf] of sf af 
<  
s[kof ;Dej xf]v] tsn] ckg]s] 
k]zf sf x], sxs] :ki^-;kmf_ ?kd] 
atfjn hfP . 

BVQ_12a. What is/was your occupation 
– i.e., what is/was the name or title of 
your main job? 
 
 
Please tell us your title as clearly as 
possible.  

Codes/ 
Categories 
deviating from 
ISCO08  

================================================
=============================================== 

................................................................

.................................................... 

9998= kQf gflx,  k'/f AofVof 
gfePg 

9998. Don't Know , Inadequately 
described 

9999= hjfj gflbx]g 9999. No Answer 

0000= nfos gflx x}g 0000. NAP 
Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_12b= ckg]s] d'Vo sfdd] 
ckg]s] sf sO;g sfd sOn of 
s/t /xnL < 
 
s[kof ;Dej xf]v] tsn] cfks] 
d"Vo-d]g_sfd sf x, slxs] ;kmf 
?kd] sxnhfj . 

BVQ_12b. In your main job, what kind 
of activities do/did you do?  
 
 
 
Please tell us your main activities as 
clearly as possible.  
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Codes/ 
Categories 
deviating from 
ISCO08  

================================================
=============================================== 

................................................................

.................................................... 

9998= kQf gflx,  k'/f AofVof 
gfePg 

9998. Don't Know , Inadequately 
described 

9999= hjfj gflbx]g 9999. No Answer 

0000= nfos gflx x}g 0000. NAP 
Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_12c=ckg] sfd sOn ;+:yf of 
sDkgLs] d'Vo -d]g_ lsl;ds] sf 
sfd s/n of sf pTkfbg 
s/n÷pTkfbg s/t /xnL <  
 
s[kof ;Dej xf]v]tsn] ;+:yfs] d"Vo-
d]g_ sfds] af/]d] :ki^-;fkmf_?kd] 
sxnhfj . 

BVQ_12c. What does/did the 
firm/organisation you work/worked for 
mainly do – i.e., what kind of 
production/function is/was performed at 
your workplace? 
 
 
Please tell us the institution’s main 
functions as clearly as possible.  

Codes/ 
Categories 
deviating from 
ISCO08  

================================================
=============================================== 

................................................................

.................................................... 

9998= kQf gflx,  k'/f AofVof 
gfePg 

9998. Don't Know , Inadequately 
described 

9999= hjfj gflbx]g 9999. No Answer 

0000= nfos gflx x}g 0000. NAP 
Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  

Use of ISCO ISCO08 (ILO) 

 
√ 

Please specify any other source code 
 

 
 
 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
ISCO08(BVQ_12a, BVQ_12b and BVQ_12c) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/ 
Construction Rules  ISCO08 

 0110. (ISCO08 unit codes) 
 … 
 9629. (ISCO08 unit codes) 
 9998. Don’t know; inadequately 

described 

 9999. No answer 
 0000. NAP (Code 3 in WORK) 



  22 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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MAINSTAT – Main status 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_13. ckg]s] xfns] cj:yf 
lgr]s] sf}g] rflx sxnf;] d]n vfnf 
< 
 
olb ckg] la/fdL xf]s]/ ;'Ts]/L %"l§ 
/ aGb x*\tfn h};g cf}/ ljbf s] 
sf/)f;] xfn sfdd] gflx uP xf] 
s[kof ckg]s] ;wf/)f sfds] 
cj:yfs] af/]d] ;D´n hfcf] . 

BVQ_13. Which of the following best 
describes your current situation?   
 
 
 
If you temporarily are not working 
because of temporary illness/parental 
leave/vacation/strike etc., please refer to 
your normal work situation. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= k};f sdfPjfnf sfd -sd{rf/Ls] 
?kd], ckg sfd of hflu/ gf t 
ckg kl/jf/s] Joj;fod] sfd s/t 
/xnL . 

1.  In paid work (as an employee, self-
employed, or working for your own 
family’s business) 

2= lagf sfds] -a]/f]huf/_ cf}/ 
sfds] vf]lhd] 

2. Unemployed and looking for a job 

3= k(t -k};f gsdfP jfnf_ ceL 
%"l§d] /lxs] le :s'n k(]d 

3. In education (not paid for by 
employer), in school/student/pupil even 
if on vacation 

4= l;sfPjfnf -l;sf?_ l;s]jfnf -
k|lzIffyL{_ 

4. Apprentice or trainee 

5= ;albg s] lnP la/fdL of cé 
eé eOn-ckfé_ 

5. Permanently sick or disabled 

6= l/^fo/ eO{n 6.  Retired 
7= #s]{ sfd ;a s/t, #/ 
afnaRrf cf}/ b";/ JoQmLs] x]/rfx 
s/t 

7. Doing housework, looking after the 
home, children or other persons 

8= clgjfo{ ;}lgs-k"ln;_ ;]jf of 
;fd'bflos-;dfhsf]_ ;]jfd] sfd 
s/t 

8. In compulsory military service or 
community service 

9= 
b;/=========================================== 

9. Other   

99= hjfj gflbx]g 99. No Answer 
Interviewer 
Instruction 

g]kfndf clgjfo{ ;}lgs ;]jf cyjf 
;fd"bflos ;]jf h:tf s"/fx? 
gePsf]n] a}slNks pQ/ 8 lrGx 
gnufpg""xf];  
 
 

As there is no such thing as compulsory 
military service, please do not use 
option no. 8. 
 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  



  24 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

MAINSTAT(BVQ_13) not asked if WORK (BVQ_05) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules MAINSTAT 

IF BVQ_13 = 1 1. In paid work 
IF BVQ_13 = 2 2. Unemployed and looking for a job 
IF BVQ_13 = 3 3. In education 
IF BVQ_13 = 4 4. Apprentice or trainee 
IF BVQ_13 = 5 5. Permanently sick or disabled 
IF BVQ_13 = 6 6. Retired 
IF BVQ_13 = 7 7. Domestic work 
 8. In compulsory military service or 

community service 
IF BVQ_13 = 9 9. Other 
IF BVQ_13 = 99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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PARTLIV – Living in steady partnership 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_14. cfks] klt -d/b_÷kTgL -
d]xf/f?_ -zflb gfeOn, zfbL eOn 
h};g ;+x/L /x]jfnf ;fly_ af ls 
gflx af < obL af ]̂ ckg] ;a 
Ps]uf] #/d] ;+x/L /x]gL nf]ug ls 
gfO < 

BVQ_14.  Do you have a spouse (even 
if not married, partner as if married)? If 
yes, do you share the same household? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= xdgL klt-d/b_/ kTgL-d]xf/f?_ 
of ;+x/L /x]jfnf ;fyL jf cf}/ 
xdgL ;+x/L /x]gL 

1. Yes, I have a spouse/partner and we 
share the same household 

2= xd/ ktL -d/b_÷kTgL -d]xf/f?_ 
of ;+x/L /x]jfnf ;fyL jf n]lsg 
xdg] ;+x/L gfO /xnL 

2. Yes, I have a spouse/partner    but we 
don’t share the same household 

3= xd/ ktL -d/b_ ÷kTgL -
d]xf/f?_ of ;+u/L /x]jfnf ;fyL gfO 
af ]̂         

3. No, I don’t have a spouse/partner   

7= atfj] s] gfO{ rfxt af^f 7. Refused 
9= hjfa gfO lbx]g 9. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
 
 
Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  PARTLIV 

IF BVQ_14 = 1 1. Yes, have partner; live in same household 
IF BVQ_14 = 2 2. Yes, have partner; don’t live in same 

household 
IF BVQ_14 = 3 3. No partner 
IF BVQ_14 = 7 7. Refused 
IF BVQ_14 = 9 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPWORK – Spouse, partner: currently, formerly or never in paid work 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_15. sf cfks] klt -d/b_ 
÷ktlg -d]x/f?_ of -zflb gfeOn, 
zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L] /x]jfnf 
;fly_ k};f sdfPjfnf sfd s/]nf 
of s/t /x]g of sle le gflx 
s/]ng < 

BVQ_15. Is your spouse/partner (who 
stays with you as if married, even if not) 
currently working for pay, did he/she 
work for pay in the past, or has he/she 
never been in paid work? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= pxf k};f sdfPjfnf sfd s/t 
/x] of s/] /xng 

1. He/she is currently in paid work     

2= pxf cle k};f sdfPjfnf sfd 
gflx s/]ng n]lsg klxnf s/t 
/xng 

2. He/she is currently not in paid work 
but he/she had paid work in the past     

3. pxf k};f sdfPjfnf sfd sle 
le gflx s/]ng 

3. He/she has never had paid work     

9= hjfj gf lbx]ng 9. No Answer 
0= nfos gflx x}g 0. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
SPWORK(BVQ_15) not asked if WORK (BVQ_14) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SPWORK 

IF BVQ_15 = 1 1. Currently in paid work 
IF BVQ_15 = 2 2. Currently not in paid work, paid work in the 

past 
IF BVQ_15 = 3 3. Never had paid work 
IF BVQ_15 = 9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_15 = 0 0. NAP (Code 3 or 7 in PARTLIV) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPWRKHRS – Spouse, partner: hours worked weekly 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_16.  cfks] klt -d/b_ ÷ kTgL 
-d]x/f?_ -zflb gfeOn, zfbL eOn 
h};g ;+x/L /x]jfnf ;fly_ k};f 
sdfP vlt/ cf]e/ ^fOd ;lxt 
;/b/ xKt]d] s]tg #)^f sfd s/]s] 
kl/ <  
 
obL jxf Ps;] a];L sfd s/]nf t 
of ckg ;lxt b";/]s] le sfd 
s/]s] kl/] ta ;a sfd s/]ng 
ta, ;a sfd s/n ;do ;d]t 
hf]*s/ atfO{a . 

BVQ_16. How many hours, on average, 
does your spouse/partner (who stays 
with you as if married, even if not) 
usually work for pay in a normal week, 
including overtime? 
 
 
If he/she works for more than one 
employer, or if he/she is both employed 
and self-employed, please count the 
total number of working hours that 
he/she does. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

cf]e/ ^fOd ;d]t s/s] 
xKtfd]==================#)^f sfd s/t 
x}g 

Including overtime, works……hours a 
week.   

98= kQf gfO{ 98. Don't Know 
99= hjfj gfO lbx]g 99. No Answer 
00= nfos gflx x}g 00. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
SPWRKHRS(BVQ_16) not asked if WORK (BVQ_14) = 3 OR SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 2 OR 
SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SPWRKHRS 

IF BVQ_16<=18 18. Less than or equal to 18 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=19 AND BVQ_16<=30  30. 19 to 30 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=31 AND BVQ_16<=42 42. 31 to 42 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=43 AND BVQ_16<=54 54. 43 to 54 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=55 AND BVQ_16<=66 66. 55 to 66 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=67 AND BVQ_16<=78 78. 67 to 78 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=79 AND BVQ_16<=84 84. 79 to 84 hours 
IF BVQ_16>=85  85. 85 hours or more 
IF BVQ_16=98 98. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_16=99 99. No answer 
IF BVQ_16=00 00. NAP (Code 2 or 3 in WORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPEMPREL – Spouse, partner: employment relationship 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_17. cfks] klt÷ktlg -zflb 
gfeOn, zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L] 
/x]jfnf ;fly_ ldn] jfnf sfd of 
hflu/ s/]ng ls cfkg jf 
kl/jf/s] Jofkf/ s/tflg÷s/t /xnL 
. 

BVQ_17. Is/was your spouse/partner 
(who stays with you as if married, even 
if not)  an employee, self-employed, or 
working for his/her own family’s 
business? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= sfd of hflu/ s/t /xnL  1.  An employee 
2= bf];/ sfdbf/ g/fvs] ckg] 
sfd s/t /xnL 

2. Self-employed without employees 

3= bf];/ sfdbf/ /fvs] cfkg] sfd 
s/t /x]nL 

3. Self-employed with employees 

4= cfkg] kl/jf/;a ldns] Jofkf/ 
s/t /xnL 

4. Working for his/her own family's 
business 

9= gfO{ lbx]g 9. No Answer 
0= nfos gflx x}g 0. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

sfdbf/ eGgfn] b}lgs Hofnfbf/L jf 
Hofnfdf sfd ug]{ dflg; eg]/ 
a"emfpg" kb{% . 

Employee means ‘wage employee’ or 
person who works in wage. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
SPEMPREL(BVQ_17) not asked if WORK (BVQ_14) = 3 OR SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 2 OR 
SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding:  
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SPEMPREL 

IF BVQ_17 = 1 1. Employee 
IF BVQ_17 = 2 2. Self-employed without employees 
IF BVQ_17 = 3 3. Self-employed with employees 
IF BVQ_17 = 4 4. Working for own family’s business 
IF BVQ_17 = 9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_17 = 0 0. NAP (Code 0, 3 in SPWORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPWRKSUP – Spouse, partner: supervise other employees 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_18. cfks] klt÷ktlg -zflb 
gfeOn, zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L] 
/x]jfnf ;fly_ s] lgu/fgL d] s]tgf 
sfd s/]ng jf ;'jl/If)f÷lgl/If)f -
/]vb]v_ sOn] afgL < 

BVQ_18. Does/did your spouse/partner  
(who stays with you as if married, even 
if not)  supervise other employees? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= /x]g of /xnL 1. Yes 
2= gflx x}g of gfO af^L 2. No 
98= kQf gflx 98. Don't Know 
9= hjfj gflx lbx]g 9. No Answer 
0= nfos gO x}g 0. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

;"jl/j]If)f -;"k/lehg_ eg]sf] c? 
sfdbf/sf] cu"jf eP/ sfdsf] 
x]/rfx ug"{ / c?sf] sfdsf] 
lhDd]jf/L cfkm"n] lng" xf] . 

Supervision means monitoring others’ 
works by them and being responsible 
for the work of others. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
SPWRKSUP(BVQ_18) not asked if WORK (BVQ_14) = 3 OR SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules SPWRKSUP 

IF BVQ_18 = 1 1. Yes 
IF BVQ_18 = 2 2. No 
IF BVQ_18 = 9 9. No answer 
IF BVQ_18 = 0 0. NAP (Code 0, 3 in SPWORK) 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPISCO08 – Spouse, partner: occupation ISCO 2008 

Please give the text of the source question(s) on the respondent’s spouse occupation used 
in your field questionnaire. If ISCO08-codes are not coded directly from the responses, but 
derived from a country-specific occupation coding scheme, please provide a table of 
correspondence between country-specific and ISCO08 codes attached as a separate file. 
Also when you derive ISCO08 from another ISCO scheme, such as ISCO88, ISCO-COM 
(a variant developed for the European Union (EU)), or ISCO88-CIS developed by the 
Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States, please document the 
source code and provide a correspondence list. 
Please do not enter standard ISCO08 codes here, but report any deviations. However, 
please note that country-specific codes, which are not part of the ISCO coding scheme 
cannot be accepted!  
Occupations should be coded on the 4-digit level of ISCO08. Occupational area 0 (Armed 
Forces occupations) needs some special attention. Since the ISCO variable is numeric, 4-
digit codes starting with zero, such as 0110 will usually appear as 110 in the data file. It is 
therefore suggested that the only valid 3-digit codes in the data file are those armed forces 
occupations 110, 210 and 310.  
 
In some special cases information concerning the occupation may be insufficient for 4-
digit coding. Instead of coding these cases as [9998] “inadequately described” use 3-digit 
coding. In those very special cases where 3-digit coding is applied, fill in a zero for the 
missing digit. Example: code 131 is coded as 1310. 
 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_19a. cfks] klt÷ktlg -zflb 
gfeOn, zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L 
/x]jfnf ;fly_ s] k]zf sf xf} of 
/x] . hO;g sL ckg]s] sOn d'Vo 
sfds] kb sf /x] of x} <  
 
s[kof ;Dej xf]v] tsn] ckg]s] 
k]zf sf x sxs] :ki^-;kmf_ ?kd] 
atfcf] . 

BVQ_19a. What is/was your 
spouse’s/partner’s (who stays with you 
as if married, even if not) occupation – 
i.e., what is/was the name or title of 
his/her main job? 
 
Please write in and describe as clearly 
as possible. 
 

Codes/ 
Categories 
deviating from 
ISCO08  

jxfs] sfd of hflu/ 
================================================
===================================  

His/her occupation is/was: 
................................................................
.................................................... 

9998= kQf gflx,  k'/f AofVof 
gfePg 

9998. Don't Know , Inadequately 
described 

9999= hjfj gflbx]g 9999. No Answer 

0000= nfos gflx xOg 0000. NAP 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_19b= cfks] klt÷ktlg -zflb 
gfeOn, zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L] 
/x]jfnf ;fly_ s] d'Vo sfdd], ckg] 

BVQ_19b. In your spouse’s/partner’s 
(who stays with you as if married, even 
if not) main job, what kind of activities 
do/did he/she do?  
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sO;g sfd s/t af^L of s/t 
/xnL < 
s[kof ;Dej xf]v] tsn] ckg]s] 
k]zf sf xO sxs] :ki^ ?kd] 
atfcf] . 

 
 
 
Please tell us his/her main activities as 
clearly as possible.  

Codes/ 
Categories 
deviating from 
ISCO08  

================================================
=============================================== 

................................................................

.................................. 

9998= kQf gflx,  k'/f AofVof 
gfePg 

9998. Don't Know , Inadequately 
described 

9999= hjfj gflbx]g 9999. No Answer 
0000= nfos gflx xOg 0000. NAP 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_19c=cfks] klt ÷klTg -zflb 
gfeOn, zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L 
/x]jfnf ;fly_ s] sfd s/]s] ;+:yf 
cyjf sDklgs] sfd sl/n] of 
s/t /x]g pgs/ sfd s/s] hux 
s] sfd / s};g pTkfbg s/n] jf 
s/t /xnL < 
 
s[kof ;Dej xf]v] tsn] ckg]s] 
k]zf sf x} :ki^ ?kd] atfcf] . 

BVQ_19c. What does/did the 
firm/organisation your spouse/partner 
(who stays with you as if married, even 
if not) work/worked for mainly do – 
i.e., what kind of production/function 
is/was performed at his/her workplace? 
 
 
Please tell us about his/her occupation 
as clearly as possible.  

Codes/ 
Categories 
deviating from 
ISCO08  

================================================
=============================================== 

................................................................

.................................................... 

9998= kQf gflx,  k'/f AofVof 
gfePg 

9998. Don't Know , Inadequately 
described 

9999= hjfj gflbx]g 9999. No Answer 
0000= nfos gflx xOg 0000. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

  

Note   

Use of ISCO ISCO08 (ILO) 

 
√ 

 Please specify any other source code 
 

 
 
 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
SPISCO08(BVQ_19a, BVQ_19b and BVQ_19c) not asked if WORK (BVQ_14) = 3 OR 
SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/ 
Construction Rules  SPISCO08 
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 0110. (ISCO08 unit codes) 
 … 
 9629. (ISCO08 unit codes) 
 9998. Don’t know; inadequately 

described 
 9999. No answer 
 0000. NAP (Code 0, 3 in SPWORK) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SPMAINST – Spouse, partner: main status 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_20. cfks] klt / ktlg -zflb 
gfeOn, zfbL eOn h};g ;+x/L] 
/x]jfnf ;fly_ s] xfns] cj:yf 
lgrfs] sf}g sxgfO ;+u] d]n vfnf 
< 
olb ckg] la/fdL xf]s]÷;'Ts]/L 
%"§L÷aGb x*\tfn h};g b";/ ljbf 
s] sf/)f;]  sfd xfn sfd d] 
gflx hft xf] t s[kof ckg]s] 
;wf/)f sfds] cj:yfs] af/]d] 
;D´n hfcf] . 

BVQ_20.   Which of the following best 
describes your spouse’s/partner’s (who 
stays with you as if married, even if not) 
current situation?  
 
 
If he/she temporarily is not working 
because of temporary illness/parental 
leave/vacation/strike etc., please refer to 
his/her normal work situation.   

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= k};f sdfPjfnf sfd -sd{rf/Ls] 
?kd], ckg sfd of hflu/ gf t 
ckg kl/jf/s] Joj;fod] -Aofkf/d]+_ 
sfd s/t_ . 

1.  In paid work (as an employee, self-
employed, or working for your own 
family’s business) 

2= lagf sfds] -a]/f]huf/_ cf}/ 
sfds] vf]lhd] 

2. Unemployed and looking for a job 

3= k(t -k};f gsdfPjfnf_ ceL 
%"§Ld] du/ :s'n k(t 

3. In education (not paid for by 
employer), in school/student/pupil even 
if on vacation 

4= l;vfPjfnf -l;sf?_ l;s]jfnf-
k|lzIffyL{_ 

4. Apprentice or trainee 

5= ;albg s] lnP la/fdL of c+é 
eé ePn-ckfé_ 

5. Permanently sick or disabled 

6= l/Qo/ eOn 6.  Retired 
7= #s]{ sfd ;a s/t, #/ 
afnaRrf cf}/L b";/ JoQmLs] b]vefn 
s/t 

7. Doing housework, looking after the 
home, children or other persons 

8= clgjfo{ ;}lgs ;]jf of 
;fd'bflos-;dfhsf]_ ;]jfd] sfd 
s/t 

8. In compulsory military service or 
community service 

9= b";/ 9. Other………………………...   
99= gflx lbx]g 99. No Answer 
00= nfos gfO xOg 00. NAP 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

g]kfndf clgjfo{ ;}lgs ;]jf cyjf 
;fd"bflos ;]jf h:tf s"/fx? 
gePsf]n] a}slNks pQ/ 8 lrGx 
gnufpg""xf];  

As there is no such thing as compulsory 
military service in Nepal, please do not 
use option no. 8. 
 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions:  
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SPMAINSTAT(BVQ_20) not asked if WORK (BVQ_14) = 3 OR SPWORK (BVQ_15) = 3 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules SPMAINST 

IF BVQ_20 = 1 1. In paid work 
IF BVQ_20 = 2 2. Unemployed and looking for a job 
IF BVQ_20 = 3 3. In education 
IF BVQ_20 = 4 4. Apprentice or trainee 
IF BVQ_20 = 5 5. Permanently sick or disabled 
IF BVQ_20 = 6 6. Retired 
IF BVQ_20 = 7 7. Domestic work 
IF BVQ_20 = 9 9. Other 
IF BVQ_20 = 99 99. No answer 
IF BVQ_20 = 00 00. NAP (Code 3 or 7 in PARTLIV) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 

 



  36 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

UNION – Trade union membership 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_21.  ckg] slxof] -sle_ 
sf}gf] Joj;flos ;# ;+u&g jf 
b";/ sf}gf] oO;g] vfns] ;+# 
;+:yfs] ;b:o /xgL of agn /xgL 
of af^L < olb /xgL t cle le 
af^L of klxn] /xgL < 

BVQ_21. Are you or have you ever 
been a member of a trade union or 
similar organisation?  If yes: is that 
currently or previously?   

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= cle le af^L 1.Yes, currently 
2= klxnf /xgL n]lsg cle gfO 
af^L 

2.  Yes, previously but not currently 

3= sef] gfO{ eOnL 3. No, never 
7= atfPs] gfO{ hfxlyg 7. Refused 
9= hjfj gflx lbx]g 9. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instructions 

Aoj;foLs ;+# ;+u&g h:t}M 
Aoj;foLs, dhb"/, sd{rf/L, lzIfs, 
jf cGo k]zfut ;+# ;+#&gsf] 
;b:otf lnPsf] eGg] a"emg" kb{% . 

Should understand as having 
membership of trade union such as 
business, labor, employee, teachers or 
other occupational union/organization 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules UNION 

IF BVQ_21 = 1 1. Yes, currently 
IF BVQ_21 = 2 2. Yes, previously but not currently 
IF BVQ_21 = 3 3. No, never  
IF BVQ_21 = 7 7. Refused 
IF BVQ_21 = 9 9. No answer 

 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NP_RELIG – Country-specific religious affiliation 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_22. ckg] sf}gf] wd{;] 
;DalGwt -h'*n_ xOg < obL xOg 
t sf}g wd{;] ;DalGwt -h'*n_ xOg 
<  

BVQ_22. Do you belong to a religion 
and, if yes, which religion do you 
belong to? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

0= sf}gf] wd{ xL gf dfgyLg 0.  No religion   
1= Sofyf]lns 1. Catholic 
2= k|f]̂ ]: ]̂G^ 2. Protestant   
3= cyf]{*S; -lu|s jf /l;og_ 3. Orthodox 
4= c? lqml:rog wd{ 4. Other Christian 
5= h"O; 5. Jewish 
6= O:nfd 6. Islamic 
7= a"$ wd{ 7. Buddhist 
8= lxGb" wd{ 8. Hindu 
9= c? Plzog wd{;a 9. Other Asian religions 
10= b";/ wd{ ;a 10. Other religions 
11= lxGb' cf}/ af}$ b"g" 11. Both Hindu and  Buddhist 
12= ls/ft 12. Kirat 
13= k|s[lt k"hf 13. Nature Worship 
14= h}g 14. Jain 
997= atfPs] gfO{ hfxlyg 997. Refused 
999= hjfj gflx lbx]g 999. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  NP_RELIG 

IF BVQ_22 = 0 0.  No religion   
IF BVQ_22 = 1 1. Catholic 
IF BVQ_22 = 2 2. Protestant   
IF BVQ_22 = 3 3. Orthodox 
IF BVQ_22 = 4 4. Other Christian 
IF BVQ_22 = 5 5. Jewish 
IF BVQ_22 = 6 6. Islamic 
IF BVQ_22 = 7 7. Buddhist 
IF BVQ_22 = 8 8. Hindu 
IF BVQ_22 = 9 9. Other Asian religions 
IF BVQ_22 = 10 10. Other religions 
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Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  NP_RELIG 

IF BVQ_22 = 11 11. Both Hindu and  Buddhist 
IF BVQ_22 = 12 12. Kirat 
IF BVQ_22 = 13 13. Nature Worship 
IF BVQ_22 = 14 14. Jain 
IF BVQ_22 = 997 997. Refused 
IF BVQ_22 = 999 999. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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RELIGGRP- Groups of religious affiliations 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Derived from NP_RELIG 
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  RELIGGRP 

IF BVQ_22 = 0 0.No religion 
IF BVQ_22 = 1 1. Catholic 
IF BVQ_22 = 2 2. Protestant 
IF BVQ_22 = 3 3. Orthodox  
IF BVQ_22 = 4 4. Other Christian 
IF BVQ_22 = 5 5. Jewish 
IF BVQ_22 = 6 6. Islamic 
IF BVQ_22 = 7 7. Buddhist  
IF (BVQ_22 = 8 OR BVQ_22 = 11) 8. Hindu 
IF BVQ_22 = 9 9. Other Asian religions 
IF (BVQ_22 = 10 OR BVQ_22 = 12) 10. Other religions 
IF BVQ_22 = 997 97. Refused 
IF BVQ_22 = 999 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 

 



  40 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

ATTEND – Attendance of religious services 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_23. ljjfx-zfbL_ sfh s[of, 
d[To' ;+:sf/ hO;g ljz]if cj;/ 
of cj:yf afx]s cf}/ b";/ wfld{s 
sfdd]-wd{s]_ ckg] s]tgf s] 
;xefuL xOg < 

BVQ_23. Apart from such special 
occasions as weddings, funerals, etc., 
how often do you attend religious 
services? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= xKtfd] ax't a]/ of /f]h hO;g 1. Several times a week or more often    
2= xKtfd] Ps a]/ 2. Once a week 
3= dlxgfd] 2 of 3 a]/ 3. 2 or 3 times a month   
4= dlxgfd] Ps a]/ 4. Once a month   
5= aif{d] ax't a]/ 5. Several times a year 
6= aif{d] Ps a]/ 6. Once a year 
7= aif{d] Ps a]/ ;] le sd 7. Less frequently than once a year   
8= slxof] le gf hfa 8. Never 
97= atfPs] gfO{ hfxlyg 97. Refused 
98= kQf glx 98. Don't Know 
99= hjfj gflx b]xg 99. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

tnsf a}slNks pQ/x? k(]/ 
;"gfpg"xf];\ . 

Please read the option categories. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  ATTEND 

IF BVQ_23 = 1 1. Several times a week or more often 
IF BVQ_23 = 2 2. Once a week  
IF BVQ_23 = 3 3. 2 or 3 times a month 
IF BVQ_23 = 4 4. Once a month 
IF BVQ_23 = 5 5. Several times a year 
IF BVQ_23 = 6 6. Once a year 
IF BVQ_23 = 7 7. Less frequently than once a year 
IF BVQ_23 = 8 8. Never 
IF BVQ_23 = 97 97. Refused 
IF BVQ_23 = 98 98. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_23 = 99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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TOPBOT - Top-Bottom self-placement 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_24. xdgs] ;dfh d] ax't 
lsl;ds] ;fdflhs cj:yfs] cfbdL 
;a /x]nfg . sf}gf] cfbdL ;as] 
;fdflhs cj:yf Psbd x"l;of/ 
/x]nf t sf}gf] cfbdL ;as] 
;fdflhs cj:yf sdhf]/ /x]nfg . 
olb x"l;of/ cj:yf /xn cfbdL 
;as] 10 g+, cf}/ sdhf]/ cj:yf 
/xn cfbdL ;as] 1 g+ /fvn hfO 
tj ckgg] ckgfs] s]tgf g+ d] 
/fv]xOg < 
ckg] ckgfs] s]tgf gDa/d] /v]g < 

BVQ_24. In our society, there are 
people of different social status. Some 
people social status tend to be of upper 
level while some people social status 
tend to be of lower level. If upper level 
people is given 10 point and lower level 
as 1 in a scale, at what number would 
you put yourself? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

10 10 
9 9 
8 8 
7 7 
6 6 
5 5 
4 4 
3 3 
2 2 
1 1 
98= kQf gflx xOg 98. Don't Know 
99= hjfj gflx lbx]g 99. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

;fdflhs cj:yfsf] sf*{ b]vfpg"xf]; 
. 

Please show the social status show card. 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  TOPBOT 

IF BVQ_24 = 1 1. Lowest, Bottom 
IF BVQ_24 = 2 2. 
IF BVQ_24 = 3 3. 
IF BVQ_24 = 4 4. 
IF BVQ_24 = 5 5. 
IF BVQ_24 = 6 6. 
IF BVQ_24 = 7 7. 
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IF BVQ_24 = 8 8. 
IF BVQ_24 = 9 9. 
IF BVQ_24 = 10 10. Highest, Top 
IF BVQ_24 = 98 98. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_24 = 99 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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VOTE_LE - Did respondent vote in last general election? 

 National Language English Translation 
Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_25. cfhsn sf}gf] cfbdL ;a 
ax't sf/)f;] r'gfad] ef]̂  -af]̂ _ 
gflx b]ng , ckg] 2074 ;fns] 
;+;lbo r'gfad] ef]̂  b]xnL <   

BVQ_25.  Some people don't vote 
nowadays due to various reasons. Did 
you vote in the last federal parliament 
election in 2074? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= x ef]̂  b]xnL 1.  Yes, I did vote   
2= gf ef]̂  gflx lbx]g 2.   No, I did not vote 
0= xd latn r"gfjd] ef]̂ s] vflt/ 
of]Uo gfO/x]g 

0.  I was not eligible to vote in the last 
election 

7= jtfPs] gflx rfx]g 7. Refused 
9= hjfj gfO b]xg 9. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  VOTE_LE 
IF BVQ_25 = 0 0. Not eligible to vote at last election 
IF BVQ_25 = 1 1. Yes 
IF BVQ_25 = 2 2. No 
IF BVQ_25 = 7 7. Refused 
IF BVQ_25 = 9 9. No answer 

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NP_PRTY - Country specific party voted for in last general election 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_26. latn ;+;lbo r'gfad] 
ckg] sf}g kf^L{sf] ef]̂  lbx]g < 

BVQ_26. In the last federal election, 
which party did you vote for? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= g]=s=kf= Pdfn] 1. CPN UML 
2= g]kfnL sfu|]; 2. Nepali Congress 
3= g]=s=kf= dfcf]jfbL 3 Nepal communist party Maoist 
4= /fli «̂o hgtf kfl {̂ 4. Rastraya Janata party 
5= ;+l#o ;dfhjflb kmf]/d 5.Sanghiya samajbadi forum 
6= /fli «̂o k|hftGq kfl {̂ 6. Rastriya Prajatantra party 
7= laa]sl;n ;femf kfl {̂ 7. Bibek sil Sajha Party 
8= b";/ =========================== 8. Others............................ 

96= dt ab/ 96.  Invalid ballot 

97= jtfPs] gflx rfxy]g 97.  Refused 

99= hjfj gflx lbx]g 99 No answer 
00= nfos gflx /x]g -sf]* 0, 2, 
7 VOTE_LE) 

00.  NAP (Code 0, 2, 7 in VOTE_LE) 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
NP_PRTY (BVQ_26) not asked if VOTE_LE (BVQ_25) = 2 OR VOTE_LE (BVQ_25) = 0 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  NP_PRTY 

IF BVQ_26 = 1 1. CPN UML 
IF BVQ_26 = 2 2. Nepali Congress 
IF BVQ_26 = 3 3 Nepal communist party Maoist 
IF BVQ_26 = 4 4. Rastraya Janata party 
IF BVQ_26 = 5 5.Sanghiya samajbadi forum 
IF BVQ_26 = 6 6. Rastriya Prajatantra party 
IF BVQ_26 = 7 7. Bibek sil Sajha Party 
IF BVQ_26 = 8 8. Others 
IF BVQ_26 = 96 96. Invalid ballot 
IF BVQ_26 = 97 97. Refused 
IF BVQ_26 = 99 99. No answer 
IF BVQ_26 = 00 0. NAP (0, 2, 7 in VOTE_LE) 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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PARTY_LR - Party voted for in last general election: left-right scale 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instructions 

 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note COULD NOT DERIVE FOR NEPAL; Not coded 
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  PARTY_LR 

 1. Far left (communist, etc.) 
 2. Left / centre left 
 3. Centre / liberal 
 4. Right / conservative 
 5. Far right (fascist, etc.) 
 6. Other 
 7. No party affiliation 
 96. Invalid ballot 
 97. Refused 
 98. Insufficient information to code into 

scheme 
 99. No answer 
 0. NAP (0, 2, 7 in VOTE_LE) 
For all values in BVQ_26 999. Not coded 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NP_ETHN1 – Country-specific: ethnic group 1 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_27. ckg] sf}g hfts] ;d'xs] 
-afx'g If]qL, kxf*L hghftL, blnt, 
g]jf/, t/fO{ hghftL_ x} . s[kof 
atfcf] 

BVQ_27. Please indicate which ethnic 
group (Brahmin/Chhetri, Hill Janajati, 
Dalit, newar, Terai Janajati) you belong 
to. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= afx"g If]qL 1. Brahman / Chhetri 
2= kxf*L hghftL 2. Hill Janajati 
3= blnt 3. Dalit 
4= g]jf/ 4. Newar 
5= t/fO{ hghftL 5. Terai Janajati 
6= b";/ 6. Others 
97= jtfPs] gflx rfxy]g 97.  Refused 
98= yfxf gOv] 98.  Don’t know 
99= hjfj gflx lbx]g 99. No answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  NP_ETHN1 

IF BVQ_27 = 1 1. Brahman / Chhetri 
IF BVQ_27 = 2 2. Hill Janajati 
IF BVQ_27 = 3 3. Dalit 
IF BVQ_27 = 4 4. Newar 
IF BVQ_27 = 5 5. Terai Janajati 
IF BVQ_27 = 6 6. Others 
IF BVQ_27 = 97 97. Refused 
IF BVQ_27 = 98 98. Don’t know 
IF BVQ_27 = 99 99. No answer 
 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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nat_ETHN2 – Country-specific: ethnic group 2 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note NOT IN QUESTION; Not applicable for Nepal 
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules nat_ETHN2 
 … 
 97. Refused 
 98. Don’t know 
 99. No answer 

 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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HOMPOP - How many persons in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

cfksf #/ xdf/f cWoog s] lnP 
%gf}̂  d] k/fx] p;s] lnP cfks] 
#/kl/jf/s] hfgsf/L xd sf] lngf 
x} . lk%n] xKtfd] o; #/d] 
ax"tjf/ Ps] #/d], Ps] r"nf]d], 
vfgf vft]x] cf}/ ;f]t] x} . cfksf 
#/kl/jf/sf ;b:o cfbdL sf]lx #/ 
afxf/ /xt] x} pg nf]uf]sf] af/]d] 
hfgsf/L lngf x} tyf olb sfd 
s/] cfbdL x} tf] pg nf]uf]sf] glx 
e"ngf rflxP . ;a ;] kxn] xd 
cfkg] ;] z"? s/ tfgL . 

Your household is selected for our 
study. Therefore, I would like to collect 
some information about all the people 
who eat in the same kitchen and sleep in 
same house most of the time in the last 
week. In addition, I would also like to 
collect information about people who is 
living for your household work and 
other family members who are not 
separated (not including married 
daughter and separated sons). Let’s start 
from you. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

kl/jf/s] ;b:ox? s] gfd ……….. Name of household  members…….. 
pd/ ………… Age …….. 
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note BVQ_28 (HOMPOP) data has been derived from the household roster; Total count 
of persons in the roster 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HOMPOP 

 1. One person (only respondent) 
 … 
 13. Thirteen persons or more 
 96. NAP (Not a private household) 
 97. Refused 
 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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HHADULT - How many adults in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

cfksf #/ xdf/f cWoog s] lnP 
%gf}̂  d] k/fx] p;s] lnP cfks] 
#/kl/jf/s] hfgsf/L xd sf] lngf 
x} . lk%n] xKtfd] o; #/d] 
ax"tjf/ Ps] #/d], Ps] r"nf]d], 
vfgf vft]x] cf}/ ;f]t] x} . cfksf 
#/kl/jf/sf ;b:o cfbdL sf]lx #/ 
afxf/ /xt] x} pg nf]uf]sf] af/]d] 
hfgsf/L lngf x} tyf olb sfd 
s/] cfbdL x} tf] pg nf]uf]sf] glx 
e"ngf rflxP . ;a ;] kxn] xd 
cfkg] ;] z"? s/ tfgL . 

Your household is selected for our 
study. Therefore, I would like to collect 
some information about all the people 
who eat in the same kitchen and sleep in 
same house most of the time in the last 
week. In addition, I would also like to 
collect information about people who is 
living for your household work and 
other family members who are not 
separated (not including married 
daughter and separated sons). Let’s start 
from you. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

kl/jf/s] ;b:ox? s] gfd ……….. Name of household  members…….. 
pd/ ………… Age …….. 
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note BVQ_29 (HHADULT) data has been derived from the household roster; Count of 
persons having age 18 years or more 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers.) 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HHCHILDR 

 1. One adult (only respondent) 

 ....... 

 10. Ten adults or more 

 96. NAP (Not a private household) 

 97. Refused 
 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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HHCHILDR - How many children in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

cfksf #/ xdf/f cWoog s] lnP 
%gf}̂  d] k/fx] p;s] lnP cfks] 
#/kl/jf/s] hfgsf/L xd sf] lngf 
x} . lk%n] xKtfd] o; #/d] 
ax"tjf/ Ps] #/d], Ps] r"nf]d], 
vfgf vft]x] cf}/ ;f]t] x} . cfksf 
#/kl/jf/sf ;b:o cfbdL sf]lx #/ 
afxf/ /xt] x} pg nf]uf]sf] af/]d] 
hfgsf/L lngf x} tyf olb sfd 
s/] cfbdL x} tf] pg nf]uf]sf] glx 
e"ngf rflxP . ;a ;] kxn] xd 
cfkg] ;] z"? s/ tfgL . 

Your household is selected for our 
study. Therefore, I would like to collect 
some information about all the people 
who eat in the same kitchen and sleep in 
same house most of the time in the last 
week. In addition, I would also like to 
collect information about people who is 
living for your household work and 
other family members who are not 
separated (not including married 
daughter and separated sons). Let’s start 
from you. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

kl/jf/s] ;b:ox? s] gfd ……….. Name of household  members…….. 
pd/ ………… Age …….. 
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note BVQ_30 (HHCHILDR) data has been derived from the household roster; Count of 
persons having age from 5 to 17 years   

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers.) 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HHCHILDR 

 0. No children 5 to 17 

 1. One child 5 to 17 

 2. Two children 5 to 17 

 3. Three children 5 to 17  

 4. Four children 5 to 17  

 5. Five children 5 to 17 

 6. Six or more children 5 to 17 

 96. NAP (Not a private household) 

 97. Refused 
 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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HHTODD - How many toddlers in household 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

cfksf #/ xdf/f cWoog s] lnP 
%gf}̂  d] k/fx] p;s] lnP cfks] 
#/kl/jf/s] hfgsf/L xd sf] lngf 
x} . lk%n] xKtfd] o; #/d] 
ax"tjf/ Ps] #/d], Ps] r"nf]d], 
vfgf vft]x] cf}/ ;f]t] x} . cfksf 
#/kl/jf/sf ;b:o cfbdL sf]lx #/ 
afxf/ /xt] x} pg nf]uf]sf] af/]d] 
hfgsf/L lngf x} tyf olb sfd 
s/] cfbdL x} tf] pg nf]uf]sf] glx 
e"ngf rflxP . ;a ;] kxn] xd 
cfkg] ;] z"? s/ tfgL . 

Your household is selected for our 
study. Therefore, I would like to collect 
some information about all the people 
who eat in the same kitchen and sleep in 
same house most of the time in the last 
week. In addition, I would also like to 
collect information about people who is 
living for your household work and 
other family members who are not 
separated (not including married 
daughter and separated sons). Let’s start 
from you. 

Codes/ 
Categories 

kl/jf/s] ;b:ox? s] gfd ……….. Name of household  members…….. 
pd/ ………… Age …….. 
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note BVQ_31 (HHTODD) data has been derived from the Household roster; Count of 
persons having age less than 5 years 

 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: (list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes only, replace terms in 
[square brackets] with real numbers.) 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  HHTODD 

 0. No children below 5 
 1. One child below 5 
 2. Two children below 5 
 3. Three or more children below 5 
 96. NAP (Not a private household) 
 97. Refused 
 99. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NP_RINC – Country-specific: personal income 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_32. s/ cf}/ b";/ s/ s§L 
s/]jfnf sfd gf #^fs] ckg]s] 
dlxgfs] k'/f cfDbfgL s]tgf x < 

BVQ_32. Without deducting any  taxes 
and other deductions, what on average 
is your own total monthly income? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

dlxgfs] hDdf cfDbfgL 
?===================================== 

My total monthly income 
is.................................... [NRs] 

000000= cfDbfgL gflx x} 000000.  no income 
999997= jtfPs] gflx rfxy]g 999997. Refused 
999998= kQf gflx x} 999998. Don't Know 
999999= hjfj gflx b]xg 999999. No Answer 
Psn kl/jf/d]-cnu_ /x]g Respondent lives in a single household  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Please enter name of the currency: NRs (Nepali Rupees);  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: (If the income information is collected by asking for income 
classes or brackets, please code class midpoints in local currency and report classes offered 
to respondents. If asking for individual amounts, list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes 
only) 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules NP_RINC 

If BVQ_32 = 000000 0. No income 
If BVQ_32 <=1000 AND If BVQ_32 >0 1000. NRs 1000 or less 
If BVQ_32 >=1001 AND If BVQ_32 <=5000 5000. NRs 1001 to 5000 
If BVQ_32 >=5001 AND If BVQ_32 <=10000 10000. NRs 5001 to 10000 
If BVQ_32 >=10001 AND If BVQ_32 <=15000 15000. NRs 10001 to 15000 
If BVQ_32 >=15001 AND If BVQ_32 <=20000 20000. NRs 15001 to 20000 
If BVQ_32 >=20001 AND If BVQ_32 <=25000 25000. NRs 20001 to 25000 
If BVQ_32 >=25001 AND If BVQ_32 <=30000 30000. NRs 25001 to 30000 
If BVQ_32 >=30001 AND If BVQ_32 <=35000 35000. NRs 30001 to 35000 
If BVQ_32 >=35001 AND If BVQ_32 <=40000 40000. NRs 35001 to 40000 
If BVQ_32 >=40001 AND If BVQ_32 <=50000 50000. NRs 40001 to 50000 
If BVQ_32 >=50001 51000. NRs 50001 or more 
If BVQ_32 = 999997 999997. Refused 
If BVQ_32 = 999998 999998. Don’t know 
If BVQ_32 = 999999 999999. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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NP_INC – Country-specific: household income 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_33.  s/ cf}/ b";/ s/ s§L 
s/]jfnf sfd g#^fs] ckg]s] #/ 
kl/jf/s] dfl;s -dlxgfs]_ s'n 
cfDbfgL s]tgf xP . 

BVQ_33.  Without deducting any taxes 
and other deductions, what on average 
is the total monthly income of your 
household?   

Codes/ 
Categories 

#/ kl/jf/s] dfl;s hDdf cfDbfgL 
?= ===================================== 

The total monthly income of my 
household is on average 
........................... [national currency] 

000000= cfDbfgL gflx x} 000000.  no income 
999997= jtfPs] gflx rfxy]g 999997. Refused 
999998= kQf gflx x} 999998. Don't Know 
999999= hjfj gflx lbx]g 999999. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Please enter name of the currency: Nepali Rupees (NRs) 
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: (If the income information is collected by asking for income 
classes or brackets, please code class midpoints in local currency and report classes offered 
to respondents. If asking for individual amounts, list lowest, highest, and ‘missing’ codes 
only) 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules NP_INC 

If BVQ_33 = 000000 0. No income 
If BVQ_33 <=1000 AND If BVQ_33 >0 1000. NRs 1000 or less 
If BVQ_33 >=1001 AND If BVQ_33 <=5000 5000. NRs 1001 to 5000 
If BVQ_33 >=5001 AND If BVQ_33 <=10000 10000. NRs 5001 to 10000 
If BVQ_33 >=10001 AND If BVQ_33 <=15000 15000. NRs 10001 to 15000 
If BVQ_33 >=15001 AND If BVQ_33 <=20000 20000. NRs 15001 to 20000 
If BVQ_33 >=20001 AND If BVQ_33 <=25000 25000. NRs 20001 to 25000 
If BVQ_33 >=25001 AND If BVQ_33 <=30000 30000. NRs 25001 to 30000 
If BVQ_33 >=30001 AND If BVQ_33 <=35000 35000. NRs 30001 to 35000 
If BVQ_33 >=35001 AND If BVQ_33 <=40000 40000. NRs 35001 to 40000 
If BVQ_33 >=40001 AND If BVQ_33 <=45000 45000. NRs 40001 to 45000 
If BVQ_33 >=45001 AND If BVQ_33 <=50000 50000. NRs 45001 to 50000 
If BVQ_33 >=50001 AND If BVQ_33 <=55000 55000. NRs 50001 to 55000 
If BVQ_33 >=55001 AND If BVQ_33 <=60000 60000. NRs 55001 to 60000 
If BVQ_33 >=60001 AND If BVQ_33 <=70000 70000. NRs 60001 to 70000 
If BVQ_33 >=70001 AND If BVQ_33 <=80000 80000. NRs 70001 to 80000 
If BVQ_33 >=80001 81000. NRs 80001 or more 
If BVQ_33 = 999997 999997. Refused 
If BVQ_33 = 999998 999998. Don’t know 
If BVQ_33 = 999999 999999. No answer 
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Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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MARITAL – Legal partnership status 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_34. ckg]s] cas] ljjfxs] -
zflbs]_ l:ylt s};g af < 

BVQ_34. What is your current legal 
marital status?   

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= zfbL z'bf -ljjflxt_ 1. Married   
2= zfbL gf s/s] ;+u] /xn 2. Civil partnership   
3= %f]*s] a;n -du/ sfg'gL ?kd] 
klt÷kTgL lx /xn_ 

3.  Separated from my spouse/civil 
partner   (but still legally married/still 
legally in a civil partnership)   

4= %f]*kq eOn -tnfs_ 4.  Divorced  
5= law'jf cf}/ law'/ -klTg d/n_ 5.  Widowed  
6= sle le ljjfx -zfbL_ gfeOn 6.  Never been married 
7= jtfPs] gflx rfxt xOg 7. Refused 
9= hjfj gflx lbx]g 9. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  Marital 

IF BVQ_34 = 1 1. Married 
IF BVQ_34 = 2 2. Civil partnership 
IF BVQ_34 = 3 3. Separated from spouse/civil partner 

(still legally married/still legally in a 
civil partnership) 

IF BVQ_34 = 4 4. Divorced from spouse/legally 
separated from civil partner 

IF BVQ_34 = 5 5. Widowed/civil partner died 
IF BVQ_34 = 6 6. Never married/never in a civil 

partnership 
IF BVQ_34 = 7 7. Refused 
IF BVQ_34 = 9 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
 



  56 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

F_BORN – Father’s country of birth 

 National Language English Translation 
Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_35. ckg]s] afa'-lktfhL_ sf}g 
b];d] hGd eOn /x] < 

BVQ_35. In which country was your 
father born? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

=====================================j'jf 
hGd eOn b];s] gfd 

.............................Name of father’s birth 
country 

97= jtfPs] gflx rfxy]g 97. Refused 
99= hjfj gflx lbx]g 99. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note ISO 3166 Numeric Code used 
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules F_BORN 
If BVQ_35 = “Nepal” 524. Nepal 
If BVQ_35 = “India” 356. India 
If BVQ_35 = “D” 998. Don’t Know 
If BVQ_35 = 97 997. Refused 
If BVQ_35 = 99 999. No answer 

 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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M_BORN – Mother’s country of birth 

 National Language English Translation 
Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_36. ckg]s] dfO{ sf}g b];d] 
hGd eOn /x] < 

BVQ_36. In which country was your 
mother born? 

Codes/ 
Categories 

=====================================dfO{ 
hGd eOn b];s] gfd 

.............................Name of mother’s 
birth country 

97= jtfPs] gflx rfxy]g 97. Refused 
99= hjfj gflx lbx]g 99. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note ISO 3166 Numeric Code used 
 

Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules M_BORN 
If BVQ_35 = “Nepal” 524. Nepal 
If BVQ_35 = “India” 356. India 
If BVQ_35 = “D” 998. Don’t Know 
If BVQ_35 = 97 997. Refused 
If BVQ_35 = 99 999. No answer 

 
Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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URBRURAL – Place of living: urban - rural 

 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

BVQ_37. ckg] O{ &fp s] s};g 
&Fp -hux_ sx]d < 

BVQ_37. How would you describe this 
place?   

Codes/ 
Categories 

1= a*f zx/ 1.  A big city 
2= j*f zx/s] pkgu/ jf afx/ 
s] efu 

2.  The suburbs or outskirts of a big city   

3= %f]̂ f zx/ of ahf/ 3.  A small city or town 
4= ufp 4.  A country village 
5= v]ltkftL s/]jfnf &Fp of uFp 5.  A farm or home in the country 
9= hjfj gflx lbx]g 9. No Answer 

Interviewer 
Instruction 

a}slNks pQ/x? k(]/ ;"gfpg"xf];\ .  Please read the option categories 

Translation 
Note 

 

Note  
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  URBRURAL 

IF BVQ_37 = 1 1. A big city 
IF BVQ_37 = 2 2. The suburbs or outskirts of a big city 
IF BVQ_37 = 3 3. A town or a small city 
IF BVQ_37 = 4 4. A country village 
IF BVQ_37 = 5 5. A farm or home in the country 
IF BVQ_37 = 9 9. No answer 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
 
 



  59 

Documentation for ISSP background variables, ISSP 2014 onwards © GESIS 

NP_REG – Country specific: region  
 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note Question not asked; Derived from geographical location 
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  NP_REG 

 1. Mountain 
 2. Hill 
 3. Terai 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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SUBSCASE – Case substitution flag  
 National Language English Translation 

Question no. 
and text 

  

Codes/ 
Categories 

  
  
  

Interviewer 
Instruction 

  

Translation 
Note 

 

Note None 
 
Filter Variable(s) and Conditions: 
 
 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  SUBSCASE 

 0. NAP, no substitution in this survey 
 1. Case from original sample 
 2. Case substituted 
 

Optional: Recoding Syntax 
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 WEIGHT – Weighting factor 
Please report on whether you calculate any weighting variables. If you adjust for non-
response bias, please enter the variable(s) on which the sample’s distribution(s) is (are) 
adjusted to the population distribution(s). Please, also report if you apply any kind of 
rescaling. 

 

Design weight to 
adjust for unequal 
selection probabilities 

No  [  ] 

Yes [  ] 

Weight to adjust for 
non-response bias 

No  [  ] 

Yes [  ] → please specify variables used 
for calculation of weight 

 

 

 

 

Are the final weights 
rescaled to net sample 
size (thus weighted 
sample 
size=unweighted 
sample size)? 

No  [  ] → please specify target population 
represented by sum of all case weights 
 

 

Yes [  ] 

Note  
No weighting applied 
 

 

Construction/Recoding: 
Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  WEIGHT 

All 1 1. No weighting 
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MODE – Administrative mode of data-collection 

Note  
All Face to face CAPI with few visual aids such as show cards 
 

 
Construction/Recoding: 

Country Variable Codes/Construction Rules  Mode 

 10. F2f/PAPI, no visuals 
 11. F2f/PAPI, visuals 
 12. F2f/PAPI, respondent reading 

questionnaire 
 13. F2f/PAPI, interpreter or translator 

– no visuals 
 14. F2f/PAPI, interpreter or translator 

– visuals 
 20. CAPI, no visuals 
All 21. 21. CAPI, visuals 
 22. CAPI, respondent reading 

questionnaire (paper or on monitor) 
 23. CAPI, interpreter or translator – no 

visuals 
 24. CAPI, interpreter or translator – 

visuals 
 30. SC, arrives with interviewer, 

interviewer attending 
 31. SC, arrives with interviewer, 

drops-off, picks up later 
 32. SC, arrives with interviewer, drops 

off, mailed back by R 
 33. SC, mailed to, completed by R and 

hold for pick up 
 34. SC, mailed to, mailed back by R 
 40. CASI, self-completion, computer-

assisted 
 41. Self-completion, web questionnaire 
 52. CAPI, phone 
 60. CATI, computer assisted telephone 

interview 
 


