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To begin with, we have some questions about opportunities for getting ahead. 
 
Q1. How important do you think is each of the following for getting ahead in life? 

         Please tick one box in each row. 
Essential 

Very 
important 

Fairly 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not important 
at all Can’t choose 

a) How important is coming from a wealthy family?       

b) How important is having well-educated parents?       

c) How important is having a good education yourself?       

d) How important is hard work?       

e) How important is knowing the right people?       

f) How important is having political connections?       

g) How important is giving bribes?       

h) How important is a person’s race?       

i) How important is a person’s religion?       

j) How important is being born a man or a woman?       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 
Q2. We would like to know what you think people in these jobs actually earn. Please write in a figure in 

New Zealand Dollars for each, representing what you think they earn before tax in a year. Many people 
are not exactly sure about this, but your best guess will be close enough. This may be difficult, but it is 
very important, so please try. 

• How much do you think a doctor in general practice earns?       $_____________ 

• How much do you think a chairman of a large national corporation earns?     $_____________ 

• How much do you think a shop assistant earns?         $_____________ 

• How much do you think an unskilled worker in a factory earns?       $_____________ 

• How much do you think a cabinet minister in the government earns?      $_____________ 

 
Q3. Next, what do you think people in these jobs ought to be paid? How much do you think they should 

earn each year before tax, regardless of what they actually get? 

• How much do you think a doctor in general practice should earn?      $_____________ 

• How much do you think a chairman of a large national corporation should earn?     $_____________ 

• How much do you think a shop assistant should earn?        $_____________ 

• How much do you think an unskilled worker in a factory should earn?      $_____________ 

• How much do you think a cabinet minister in the government should earn?     $_____________ 
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Q4. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

         Please tick one box in each row. Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree Can’t choose 

a) Differences in income in New Zealand are too large       

b) It is the responsibility of the government to reduce 
the differences in income between people with 

high incomes and those with low incomes 
      

c) The government should provide a decent 
standard of living for the unemployed 

      

d) It is the responsibility of private companies to 
reduce the differences in pay between their 

employees with high pay and those with low pay 
      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 

Q5. Looking at the list below, who do you think should have the greatest responsibility for reducing differences 
in income between people with high incomes and people with low incomes? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Private companies 

(2)  Government 

(3)  Trade unions 

(4)  High-income individuals themselves 

(5)  Low-income individuals themselves 

(6)  Income differences do not need to be reduced 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q6. To what extent do you agree or disagree? “Most politicians in New Zealand do not care about reducing the 
differences in income between people with high incomes and people with low incomes”. Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Strongly agree 

(2)  Agree 

(3)  Neither agree nor disagree 

(4)  Disagree 

(5)  Strongly disagree 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q7. How successful do you think the government in New Zealand is nowadays in reducing the differences in 
income between people with high incomes and people with low incomes? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Very successful 

(2)  Quite successful 

(3)  Neither successful nor unsuccessful 

(4)  Quite unsuccessful 

(5)  Very unsuccessful 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q8a. Do you think people with high incomes should pay a larger share of their income in taxes than those 
with low incomes, the same share, or a smaller share? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Much larger share 

(2)  Larger 

(3)  The same share 

(4)  Smaller 

(5)  Much smaller share 

(9)  Can’t choose 
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Q8b. Generally, how would you describe taxes in New Zealand today for those with high incomes? Taxes are … 
 Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Much too high 

(2)  Too high 

(3)  About right 

(4)  Too low 

(5)  Much too low 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q9a. Is it just or unjust – right or wrong – that                Q9b. Is it just or unjust – right or wrong – that people 
people with higher incomes can buy better                         with higher incomes can buy better education for 
health care than people with lower incomes?           their children than people with lower incomes? 
Please tick one box only.             Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Very just, definitely right           (1)   Very just, definitely right 

(2)  Somewhat just, right            (2)   Somewhat just, right 

(3)  Neither just nor unjust, mixed feelings          (3)   Neither just nor unjust, mixed feelings 

(4)  Somewhat unjust, wrong           (4)   Somewhat unjust, wrong 

(5)  Very unjust, definitely wrong           (5)   Very unjust, definitely wrong 

(9)  Can’t choose             (9)   Can’t choose 

 

Q10. Some people feel angry about differences in wealth between the rich and the poor, while others do not. 
How do you feel when you think about differences in wealth between the rich and the poor in New Zealand? 
Please place yourself on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 means not angry at all and 10 means extremely angry. 
Please tick one box only. 

 Not angry at all              Extremely angry     Don’t know 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 99 

            

 
Q11. Turning to international differences, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Please tick one box in each row.     Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Can’t 
choose 

a) Present economic differences between rich and poor 
countries are too large 

      

b) People in wealthy countries should make an additional 
tax contribution to help people in poor countries 

      

c) People from poor countries should be allowed to 
work in wealthy countries 

      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 

Q12. In all countries, there are differences or even conflicts between different social groups. In your opinion, 
in New Zealand, how much conflict is there between… 
Please tick one box in each row.      Very strong 

conflicts 
Strong 

conflicts 
Not very strong 

conflicts 
There are 

no conflicts Can’t choose 

a) Poor people and rich people      

b) The working class and the middle class      

c) Management and workers      

d) Young people and older people      

e) People born in New Zealand and people from 
other countries who have come to live here 

     

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
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Q13. All things considered, how satisfied are you with your life as a whole nowadays? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Completely satisfied 

(2)  Very satisfied 

(3)  Fairly satisfied 

(4)  Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 

(5)  Fairly dissatisfied 

(6)  Very dissatisfied 

(7)  Completely dissatisfied 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q14. In general, would you say your health is ….? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Excellent 

(2)  Very good 

(3)  Good 

(4)  Fair 

(5)  Poor 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q15. During the last 4 weeks, how often did you …? 

      Please tick one box in each row. None of 
the time 

A little of 
the time 

Some of 
the time 

Most of 
the time 

All of 
the time 

Can’t 
choose 

a) Feel nervous       

b) Feel hopeless       

c) Feel restless or fidgety       

d) Feel so depressed that nothing could cheer you up       

e) Feel that everything was an effort       

f) Feel worthless       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 
Q16. In our society there are groups which tend to be towards the top and groups which tend to be towards the 

bottom. Below is a scale which runs from top to bottom. Please tick one box for each question. 
 

a) Where would you      b) And if you think about          c) And thinking ahead 
     put yourself now          the family that you                     10 years from now, 
     on this scale?          grew up in, where                     where do you think 

         did they fit in then?                   you will be then? 

TOP         10    10        10  

          9      9          9  

          8      8          8  

          7      7          7  

          6      6          6  

          5      5          5  

          4      4          4  

          3      3          3  

          2      2          2  

BOTTOM        1      1          1  
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Q17. In deciding how much people ought to earn, how important should each of these things be, in your opinion? 
Please tick one box in each row.   

Essential 
Very 

important 
Fairly 

important 
Not very 

important 
Not important 

at all Can’t choose 

a) How much responsibility goes with the job       

b) The years spent in education and training       

c) Whether the person has children to support       

d) How well the person does the job       

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 

Q18. These five diagrams show different types of society. Please read the descriptions and look at the diagrams 
and decide which you think best describes New Zealand. Please tick one box for each question. 

     

 
 

 
 
 

 

Type A Type B Type C Type D Type E 

A small elite at the top, 
very few people in the 

middle and the great mass 
of people at the bottom. 

A society like a pyramid 
with a small elite at the top, 
more people in the middle, 

and most at the bottom. 

A pyramid except 
that just a few 

people are at the 
bottom. 

A society with 
most people 

in the middle. 

Many people near the 
top, and only a few 
near the bottom. 

 

a) First, what type of society is New Zealand           b) What do you think New Zealand ought to 
    today – which diagram comes closest?     be like – which would you prefer? 

(1)  Type A                    (1)   Type A 

(2)  Type B                    (2)   Type B 

(3)  Type C                    (3)   Type C 

(4)  Type D                       (4)   Type D 

(5)  Type E                   (5)   Type E 

(9)  Can’t choose                    (9)   Can’t choose 

 

Q19. How fair or unfair do you think the income distribution is in New Zealand? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Very fair 

(2)  Fair 

(3)  Unfair 

(4)  Very unfair 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q20. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about New Zealand? 
                 Please tick one box in each row. Strongly 

agree Agree 
Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Can’t 
choose 

a) I would rather be a citizen of New Zealand than 
of any other country in the world 

      

b) There are some things about New Zealand today that 
make me feel ashamed of it 

      

c) The world would be a better place if people from 
other countries were more like New Zealanders 

      

d) Generally speaking, New Zealand is better 
than most other countries 

      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 
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Q21. Over the last five years have you felt discriminated against because of your race/ethnicity, age, gender, 
  religion, or sexual orientation, in any of the following settings? Please tick one box in each row. 

 Yes No Can’t choose 

a) At school or in an educational establishment    

b) When applying for a job or going for a promotion    

c) When getting housing    

d) When getting medical care    

e) From the police or in court    

f) When dealing with banks or financial institutions    

 (1) (2) (9) 

 

Q22. How often do you have any contact with the following people when you are out and about? This might be 
in the street, on public transport, in shops, in your neighbourhood, or at your workplace. 
Please tick one box for each question. 

  a) People who are a lot poorer than you. b) People who are a lot richer than you. 

(1)  Never            (1)   Never 

(2)  Less than once a month          (2)   Less than once a month 

(3)  Once a month           (3)   Once a month 

(4)  Several times a month          (4)   Several times a month 

(5)  Once a week           (5)   Once a week 

(6)  Several times a week          (6)   Several times a week 

(7)  Every day           (7)   Every day 

(9)  Can’t choose           (9)   Can’t choose 

 

Q23. To what extent to you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
   Please tick one box in each row. Strongly 

agree Agree 
Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Can’t 
choose 

a) Workers need strong trade unions 
to protect their interests 

      

b) Workers should be represented on the 
Board of Directors at major companies 

      

c) The government should ensure that wages of 
low-paying jobs increase as the economy grows 

      

d) The government should take steps to limit 
the pay of executives at major companies 

      

e) Allowing business to make good profits is the 
best way to improve everyone’s standard of living 

      

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (9) 

 
The next questions are about your household’s financial situation. 
 

Q24a. Thinking of your household’s total income, including all the sources of income of all the members 
who contribute to it, how difficult or easy is it currently for your household to make ends meet? 
Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Very difficult 

(2)  Fairly difficult 

(3)  Neither easy nor difficult 

(4)  Fairly easy 

(5)  Very easy 

(9)  Can’t choose 
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Q24b. And during the next 12 months, how difficult or easy do you think it will be for your household 
to make ends meet? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Very difficult 

(2)  Fairly difficult 

(3)  Neither easy nor difficult 

(4)  Fairly easy 

(5)  Very easy 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q24c. How often do you or other members of your household skip a meal because there is not enough money 

for food? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Never 

(2)  Less than once a month 

(3)  Once a month 

(4)  Several times a month 

(5)  Once a week 

(6)  Several times a week 

(7)  Every day 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q25. Generally speaking, would you say that people can be trusted or that you can’t be too careful in dealing 

with people? Please tick one box only. 

(1)  People can almost always be trusted 

(2)  People can usually be trusted 

(3)  You usually can’t be too careful in dealing with people 

(4)  You almost always can’t be too careful in dealing with people 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q26. When you were 15 years old, were your parents employees, self-employed, or working for their own family’s 

business? If they did not have a paid job at that time, please answer for their last job before that time. 
 Please tick one box for your mother and one for your father. 

     a) Mother    (1)   Employee       b) Father    (1)   Employee 

(2)  Self-employed without employees            (2)   Self-employed without employees 

(3)  Self-employed with employees              (3)   Self-employed with employees 

(4)  Working for own family’s business             (4)   Working for own family’s business 

(5)  My mother has never had a paid job             (5)   My father has never had a paid job 

(6)  I never knew my mother              (6)   I never knew my father 

(9)  Can’t choose                (9)   Can’t choose 

 
Q27. When you were 15 years old, what kind of work did your parents do; what were their main occupations? 

Describe fully, using two words or more (do not use initials or abbreviations). If they did not have a paid 
job at that time, please give information about their last job before that time. 

 a) Father                  b) Mother 
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Q28. Most people see themselves as belonging to a particular class. Please tell me which social class you 
would say you belong to. Please tick one box only. 

(1)  Lower class 

(2)  Working class 

(3)  Lower middle class 

(4)  Middle class 

(5)  Upper middle class 

(6)  Upper class 

 

Now, so that we can be sure we have a good cross-section of people in our survey, please answer the 
following questions about yourself. Remember that all responses remain STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 

 
Q29. Please indicate the year in which you were born: 
 

Q30. What is your gender? __________________________ 

 

Q31a. In what country was 
your mother born? 

(1)  New Zealand 

(2)  Australia 

(3)  England 

(4)  China (People’s Republic) 

(5)  India 

(6)  South Africa 

(7)  Samoa 

(8)  Cook Islands 

(9)  Korea (Republic) 

(10)  Philippines 

(11)  Other 

Please enter the country here: 
 

________________________ 

(99)  Don’t know 

Q31b. In what country was 
your father born? 

(1)  New Zealand 

(2)  Australia 

(3)  England 

(4)  China (People’s Republic) 

(5)  India 

(6)  South Africa 

(7)  Samoa 

(8)  Cook Islands 

(9)  Korea (Republic) 

(10)  Philippines 

(11)  Other 

Please enter the country here: 
 

________________________ 

(99)  Don’t know 

Q31c. And in what country 
were you born? 

(1)  New Zealand 

(2)  Australia 

(3)  England 

(4)  China (People’s Republic) 

(5)  India 

(6)  South Africa 

(7)  Samoa 

(8)  Cook Islands 

(9)  Korea (Republic) 

(10)  Philippines 

(11)  Other 

Please enter the country here: 
 

________________________ 

(99)  Don’t know 
 

Q32a. To which of the following ethnic groups        Q32b. Which ethnic groups are represented 
      do you belong?          in your household? 
      Please tick as many boxes as apply.       Please tick as many boxes as apply. 

 New Zealand Māori             New Zealand Māori 

 New Zealand European / Pākehā           New Zealand European / Pākehā 

 Other European             Other European 

 Samoan              Samoan 

 Cook Island Maori             Cook Island Maori 

 Tongan              Tongan 

 Niuean              Niuean 

 Chinese              Chinese 

 Indian              Indian 

 Korean              Korean 

 Filipino              Filipino 

 Other              Other 

Please enter other ethnicity/ethnicities here:         Please enter other ethnicity/ethnicities here: 
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If Christian, which one 
of these are you? 

Q33. Are you: 

(1)  A New Zealand Citizen 

(2)  A New Zealand Permanent Resident 

(9)  Other / Don’t know 

 
Q34. Which one of these categories describes your current religion or religious denomination?

(0)  No religion 

(1)  Christian 

(2)  Buddhist 

(3)  Hindu 

(4)  Muslim 

(5)  Jewish 

(6)  Other religion 

Please enter other religion here: 
 

_____________________________ 

(0)  Non-denominational 

(1)  Anglican 

(2)  Catholic 

(3)  Presbyterian 

(4)  Methodist 

(5)  Baptist 

(6)  Latter Day Saints 

(7)  Rātana 

(8)  Ringatū 

(9)  Other denomination 

Please enter other denomination here: 
 

________________________________ 

 

Q35. Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious services now? 

(0)  Never 

(1)  Less than once a year 

(2)  About once or twice a year 

(3)  Several times a year 

(4)  About once a month 

(5)  Two or three times a month 

(6)  Nearly every week 

(7)  Every week          (1)   Yes 

(8)  Several times a week         (2)   No 

 
Q36. On the occasion of weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, do you feel obliged to make monetary 

contributions? 

(1)  Yes 

(2)  No 

 
Q37. How often do you volunteer your time or money to a charity, club, church, iwi/hapū, or other organisation? 

(0)  Never 

(1)  Less than once a year 

(2)  Once or twice a year 

(3)  Several times a year 

(4)  About once a month 

(5)  2–3 times a month 

(6)  Every week 

(7)  Several times a week 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

 

Do you have a regular church or other religious organisation 
to which you make monetary contributions? 
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Q38. Would you describe the place where you live as… 

(1)  A big city 

(2)  The suburbs or outskirts of a big city 

(3)  A town or a small city 

(4)  A country village 

(5)  A farm or home in the country 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q39. For how many years have you been in formal education in your life (including primary school)? ______ 

 
Q40. Which one of these categories best describes your highest formal qualification? 

(0)  No formal education 

(1)  Primary school completed 

(2)  School Certificate, National Certificate Level 1, NCEA Level 1 

(3)  Sixth Form Certificate, National Certificate Level 2, NCEA Level 2 

(4)  Higher School Certificate, Higher Leaving Certificate, Bursary / Scholarship, NCEA Level 3 

(5)  Trade or Professional Certificate 

(6)  Diploma below degree level 

(7)  Undergraduate university degree 

(8)  Postgraduate or higher qualification 

 
Q41. Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? 

(1)  Employed full-time (30+ hours weekly) 

(2)  Employed part-time (15–29 hours weekly) 

(3)  Employed <15 hours weekly 

(4)  Apprentice or trainee 

(5)  Unemployed and looking for a job 

(6)  Permanently sick or disabled                  Have you had paid work in the past? 

(7)  Student                                                                                                             (1)  Yes 

(8)  Doing housework, looking after the home, children, or others             (2)  No                  Go to Q43. 

(9)  Retired                                                                                                           

 
Q42a. What is/was your main occupation? 

• If you are retired, or not working for pay now, please describe your last regular paid job. 

• If more than one job, please give the occupation for the job in which you spend/spent the most time. 

• Please describe fully, e.g. builders’ labourer not labourer, accounts clerk not clerk, deer farmer not farmer. 
 
  Main occupation: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Q42b. In that occupation, do/did you supervise, or are/were you responsible for, the work of any other people? 

(1)  Yes  How many people? ________ 

(2)  No 

 

Q42c. Which one category best describes for whom you work/worked? 

(1)  Public sector organisation, e.g. government department, local authority, state-owned enterprise 

(2)  Overseas-owned private sector company or firm 

(3)  NZ-owned private sector company or firm 

 

How many hours do you usually work in a week? 
 

          Number of hours: _________ 
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Q42d. And is/was that job in a for-profit or a non-profit organisation? 
 

(1)  For-profit organisation 

(2)  Non-profit organisation 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q42e. What is/was the nature of your employment in that occupation? 

(1)  I am/was an employee 

(2)  I am/was self-employed without employees 

(3)  I am/was self-employed with 1 to 9 employees 

(4)  I am/was self-employed with 10 or more employees 

(5)  I am/was working for my own family’s business 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q42f. Are you or have you ever been a member of a Trade Union? 

(1)  Currently a member 

(2)  Once a member, but not anymore 

(3)  Never been a member 

 

Q43. For which party did you cast your party vote at the 2017 General Election? 

(1)  I was not eligible to vote 

(2)  I chose not to vote 

(3)  Labour 

(4)  National 

(5)  Green 

(6)  New Zealand First 

(7)  ACT 

(8)  Māori Party 

(10)  Another party      Please enter the party here: __________________________________________ 

(99)  Don’t know / Can’t remember 

 

Q44. In politics, people sometimes talk of left and right. Where would you place yourself on the following scale, 
where 0 means left and 10 means right? 

0 Left 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Right 10 Can’t choose 

            

 
Q45. Do you have …? Please tick one box in each row. Yes No Don’t know 

 a) Internet access in your home    

 b) A home phone    

 c) A mobile phone    

 d) A smart phone    

 e) An email account    

 f) Cloud storage    

 g) A Facebook account    

 h) Other social media account(s)    

i) An online gaming account, e.g. Xbox Live, PlayStation Plus    

  (1) (2) (9) 

 

Q46. How many hours per week do you spend on social media for personal use (including Facebook)? ______ 
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Q47a. Which category best describes your personal 
yearly income, from all sources, before tax? 

 

(1)  Loss 

(2)  Zero income 

(3)  $1–$5,000 

(4)  $5,001–$10,000 

(5)  $10,001–$15,000 

(6)  $15,001–$20,000 

(7)  $20,001–$25,000 

(8)  $25,001–$30,000 

(9)  $30,001–$35,000 

(10)  $35,001–$40,000 

(11)  $40,001–$50,000 

(12)  $50,001–$60,000 

(13)  $60,001–$70,000 

(14)  $70,001–$100,000 

(15)  $100,001–$150,000 

(16)  $150,001 or more 

Q47b. Which category best describes the total 
yearly income of everyone in your household, 
from all sources, before tax? 

(1)  Loss 

(2)  Zero income 

(3)  $1–$5,000 

(4)  $5,001–$10,000 

(5)  $10,001–$15,000 

(6)  $15,001–$20,000 

(7)  $20,001–$25,000 

(8)  $25,001–$30,000 

(9)  $30,001–$35,000 

(10)  $35,001–$40,000 

(11)  $40,001–$50,000 

(12)  $50,001–$60,000 

(13)  $60,001–$70,000 

(14)  $70,001–$100,000 

(15)  $100,001–$150,000 

(16)  $150,001 or more 

Now we would like to ask some questions about your living situation. 
 

Q48. We would like to know about who is currently living with you in your household. We don’t need to know names, 
just their ages, genders, and relationships to you. Please list all people living in the household at the moment 
in the grid below. Please tick one box in each row. 

 

Age   Gender 

My wife 
or husband, 

partner 
or de facto 

 
My mother 

or father 
My daughter 

or son 
My sister 
or brother 

My 
grandparent 

My 
grandchild Other* *Please specify other relationship 

  1. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  2. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  3. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  4. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  5. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  6. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  7. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  8. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

  9. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

10. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

11. ______ ____________        ______________________ 

   (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)  
 

Q49. Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? 

(1)  Married 

(2)  Civil union 

(3)  De facto 

(4)  Widowed 

(5)  Divorced 

(6)  Separated 

(7)  Single, never married 

IF YOU ARE MARRIED, OR IN A CIVIL UNION 
OR DE FACTO RELATIONSHIP, PLEASE CONTINUE. 

 
OTHERWISE, YOU HAVE FINISHED; PLEASE SEE THE 

INSTRUCTIONS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE NEXT PAGE. 

 
    14 



 

Q50. Do you live with your spouse/partner? 

(1)  Yes 

(2)  No 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 

Q51. Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? 

(1)  Employed full-time (30+ hours weekly) 

(2)  Employed part-time (15–29 hours weekly) 

(3)  Employed <15 hours weekly 

(4)  Apprentice or trainee 

(5)  Unemployed and looking for a job 

(6)  Permanently sick or disabled                                                                   Has your spouse/partner had 

(7)  Student 

(8)  Doing housework, looking after the home, children, or others         (1)  Yes 

(9)  Retired                                                                                                          (2)  No                   You have finished! 

 

Q52a. What is/was your spouse’s/partner’s main occupation? 

• If your spouse/partner is retired, or not working for pay now, please describe their last regular paid job. 

• If more than one job, please give the one in which your spouse/partner spends/spent the most time. 

• Please describe fully, e.g. builders’ labourer not labourer, accounts clerk not clerk, deer farmer not farmer. 
 

 Main occupation: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Q52b. In that occupation, does/did your spouse/partner supervise, or are/were they responsible for, the work 
of any other people? 

(1)  Yes  How many people? ________ 

(2)  No 

 
Q52c. Which one category best describes for whom your spouse/partner works/worked? 

(1)  Public sector organisation, e.g. government department, local authority, state-owned enterprise 

(2)  Overseas-owned private sector company or firm 

(3)  NZ-owned private sector company or firm 

 
Q52d. And is/was that job in a for-profit or a non-profit organisation? 
 

(1)  For-profit organisation 

(2)  Non-profit organisation 

(9)  Can’t choose 

 
Q52e. What is/was the nature of your spouse’s/partner’s employment in that occupation? 

(1)  They are/were an employee 

(2)  They are/were self-employed without employees 

(3)  They are/were self-employed with employees 

(4)  They are/were working for their own family’s business 

(9)  Can’t choose 

How many hours does your spouse/partner 
usually work in a week? 

                          Number of hours: _________ 
 

 

This is the end of the questionnaire. Please put it in the prepaid reply envelope 
and post it back to us. No stamp is required. Thank you for participating! 

 

If you would like to receive a summary of findings from this survey, please provide contact details at 

http://tinyurl.com/sasnz2019-findings 

Your details will never be used to identify you or any of your answers to this survey. 
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Social Attitudes Survey New Zealand: 
Social Inequality 2020 
 

 

Start of Block: Welcome 

 

This questionnaire is designed to be filled out quickly and easily. To answer most of the questions you 

need only click on the box next to the response you choose. 

 

In such cases there are no right or wrong answers; please simply click the option that is closest to 

your view. For most questions you also have an option to indicate that you can't make a choice from 

among the supplied response options. Finally, if you object to any question, you can simply move on 

to the next one. 

 

To begin with, we need to confirm your survey identification number. As it says in our covering letter, 

this lets us know that you have responded and that we do not need to send you further reminders, and 

enables us to enter you into prize draws. 

 

This identifier will not be used to identify you for any other purpose, nor will IP addresses be retained 

or linked to you in any way from this online entry. With this in mind, we take your submitting the 

completed questionnaire as your consent to participate. 

 

You will find your survey identification number in your covering letter, just under where you found this 

web address, where the orange brackets are in the excerpt from the letter below. 

 

ID  

Please enter your survey identification number. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

End of Block: Welcome 
 

Start of Block: Social Inequality 
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1 To begin with, we have some questions about opportunities for getting ahead. 

  

 How important do you think is each of the following for getting ahead in life? 

 Essential (1) 
Very 

important (2) 
Fairly 

important (3) 
Not very 

important (4) 
Not important 

at all (5) 
Can't choose 

(9) 

How important is 
coming from a wealthy 

family? (1)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is 

having well-educated 
parents? (2)  o  o  o  o  o  o  

How important is 
having a good 

education yourself? (3)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is hard 

work? (4)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is 
knowing the right 

people? (5)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is 
having political 

connections? (6)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is giving 

bribes? (7)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is a 
person's race? (8)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is a 

person's religion? (9)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
How important is being 

born a man or a 
woman? (10)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
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2 We would like to know what you think about the earnings of people in these jobs. 

  

 What do you think people in each of these jobs actually earn? Please write in a figure in New Zealand 

Dollars for each, representing what you think they earn before tax in a year. 

 Many people are not exactly sure about this, but your best guess will be close enough. This may be 

difficult, but it is very important, so please try. 

  

 Next, what do you think people in these jobs ought to be paid? 

 How much do you think they should earn each year before tax, regardless of what they actually get? 

   

 
How much do you think they 
actually earn before tax in a 

year? (1) 

How much do you think they 
should earn before tax in a 

year? (1) 

A doctor in general practice 
(1)  

  

A chairman of a large national 
corporation (2)  

  

A shop assistant (3)    

An unskilled worker in a 
factory (4)  

  

A cabinet minister in the 
government (5)  
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4 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

 
Strongly 
agree (1) 

Agree (2) 
Neither agree 
nor disagree 

(3) 
Disagree (4) 

Strongly 
disagree (5) 

Can't choose 
(6) 

Differences in income 
in New Zealand are 

too large (1)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
It is the responsibility 
of the government to 

reduce the 
differences in income 
between people with 

high incomes and 
those with low 
incomes (2)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  

The government 
should provide a 

decent standard of 
living for the 

unemployed (4)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
It is the responsibility 
of private companies 

to reduce the 
differences in pay 

between their 
employees with high 
pay and those with 

low pay (5)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  

 

 

5 Looking at the list below, who do you think should have the greatest responsibility for reducing 

differences in income between people with high incomes and people with low incomes? 

o Private companies  (1)  

o Government  (2)  

o Trade unions  (3)  

o High-income individuals themselves  (4)  

o Low-income individuals themselves  (5)  

o Income differences do not need to be reduced  (6)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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6 To what extent do you agree or disagree? "Most politicians in New Zealand do not care about 

reducing the differences in income between people with high incomes and people with low incomes." 

o Strongly agree  (1)  

o Agree  (2)  

o Neither agree nor disagree  (3)  

o Disagree  (4)  

o Strongly disagree  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

Q7 How successful do you think the government in New Zealand is nowadays in reducing the 

differences in income between people with high incomes and people with low incomes? 

o Very successful  (1)  

o Quite successful  (2)  

o Neither successful nor unsuccessful  (3)  

o Quite unsuccessful  (4)  

o Very unsuccessful  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 



 Page 6 of 42 

Q8a Do you think people with high incomes should pay a larger share of their income in taxes than 

those with low incomes, the same share, or a smaller share? 

o Much larger share  (1)  

o Larger  (2)  

o The same share  (3)  

o Smaller  (4)  

o Much smaller share  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

Q8b Generally, how would you describe taxes in New Zealand today for those with high incomes? 

Taxes are ... 

o Much too high  (1)  

o Too high  (2)  

o About right  (3)  

o Too low  (4)  

o Much too low  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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Q9a Is it just or unjust – right or wrong – that people with higher incomes can buy better health care 

than people with lower incomes? 

o Very just, definitely right  (1)  

o Somewhat just, right  (2)  

o Neither just nor unjust, mixed feelings  (3)  

o Somewhat unjust, wrong  (4)  

o Very unjust, definitely wrong  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

Q9b Is it just or unjust – right or wrong – that people with higher incomes can buy better education for 

their children than people with lower incomes? 

o Very just, definitely right  (1)  

o Somewhat just, right  (2)  

o Neither just nor unjust, mixed feelings  (3)  

o Somewhat unjust, wrong  (4)  

o Very unjust, definitely wrong  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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Q10 Some people feel angry about differences in wealth between the rich and the poor, while others 

do not. How do you feel when you think about differences in wealth between the rich and the poor in 

New Zealand? Please place yourself on a scale of 0 to 10, where 0 means not angry at all and 10 

means extremely angry. 

o 0 Not angry at all  (0)  

o 1  (1)  

o 2  (2)  

o 3  (3)  

o 4  (4)  

o 5  (5)  

o 6  (6)  

o 7  (7)  

o 8  (8)  

o 9  (9)  

o 10 Extremely angry  (10)  

o Can't choose  (99)  
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Q11 Turning to international differences, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following 

statements? 

 
Strongly 
agree (1) 

Agree (2) 
Neither agree 
nor disagree 

(3) 
Disagree (4) 

Strongly 
disagree (5) 

Can't choose 
(9) 

Present economic 
differences between 

rich and poor countries 
are too large (1)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
People in wealthy 

countries should make 
an additional tax 

contribution to help 
people in poor 
countries (2)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  

People from poor 
countries should be 
allowed to work in 

wealthy countries (3)  
o  o  o  o  o  o  

 

 

Q12 In all countries, there are differences or even conflicts between different social groups. In your 

opinion, in New Zealand, how much conflict is there between ... 

 
Very strong 
conflicts (1) 

Strong conflicts 
(2) 

Not very strong 
conflicts (3) 

There are no 
conflicts (4) 

Can't choose (9) 

Poor people and rich 
people (1)  o  o  o  o  o  

The working class and 
the middle class (2)  o  o  o  o  o  
Management and 

workers (4)  o  o  o  o  o  
Young people and older 

people (5)  o  o  o  o  o  
People born in New 

Zealand and people from 
other countries who have 

come to live here (6)  
o  o  o  o  o  
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Q13 All things considered, how satisfied are you with your life as a whole nowadays? 

o Completely satisfied  (1)  

o Very satisfied  (2)  

o Fairly satisfied  (3)  

o Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied  (4)  

o Fairly dissatisfied  (5)  

o Very dissatisfied  (6)  

o Completely dissatisfied  (7)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

Q14 In general, would you say your health is ... 

o Excellent  (1)  

o Very good  (2)  

o Good  (3)  

o Fair  (4)  

o Poor  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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Q15 During the last 4 weeks, how often did you ...? 

 
None of the 

time (1) 
A little of the 

time (2) 
Some of the 

time (3) 
Most of the 

time (4) 
All of the time 

(5) 
Can't choose 

(9) 

Feel nervous (1)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Feel hopeless (2)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Feel restless or 

fidgety (3)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Feel so depressed 
that nothing could 
cheer you up (4)  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Feel that everything 
was an effort (5)  o  o  o  o  o  o  

Feel worthless (7)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
 

 

LD In our society there are groups which tend to be towards the top and groups which tend to be 

towards the bottom. Below is a scale which runs from top to bottom. 
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16i Where would you put yourself now on this scale? 

o 10 TOP  (10)  

o 9  (9)  

o 8  (8)  

o 7  (7)  

o 6  (6)  

o 5  (5)  

o 4  (4)  

o 3  (3)  

o 2  (2)  

o 1 BOTTOM  (1)  
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16j And if you think about the family you grew up in, where did they fit in then? 

o 10 TOP  (10)  

o 9  (9)  

o 8  (8)  

o 7  (7)  

o 6  (6)  

o 5  (5)  

o 4  (4)  

o 3  (3)  

o 2  (2)  

o 1 BOTTOM  (1)  
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16l And thinking ahead 10 years from now, where do you think you will be then? 

o 10 TOP  (10)  

o 9  (9)  

o 8  (8)  

o 7  (7)  

o 6  (6)  

o 5  (5)  

o 4  (4)  

o 3  (3)  

o 2  (2)  

o 1 BOTTOM  (1)  

 

17 In deciding how much people ought to earn, how important should each of these things be, in your 

opinion? 

 Essential (1) 
Very 

important (2) 
Fairly 

important (3) 
Not very 

important (4) 
Not important 

at all (5) 
Can't choose 

(9) 

How much responsibility 
goes with the job (1)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
The years spent in 

education and training (2)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Whether the person has 
children to support (3)  o  o  o  o  o  o  

How well the person does 
the job (4)  o  o  o  o  o  o  

 

 

SC These five diagrams show different types of society. Please read the descriptions and look at the 

diagrams and decide which you think best describes New Zealand. 
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18i First, what type of society is New Zealand today – which diagram comes closest? 

o Type A  (1)  

o Type B  (2)  

o Type C  (3)  

o Type D  (4)  

o Type E  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

18j What do you think New Zealand ought to be like – which would you prefer? 

o Type A  (1)  

o Type B  (2)  

o Type C  (3)  

o Type D  (4)  

o Type E  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

19 How fair or unfair do you think the income distribution in New Zealand is? 

o Very fair  (1)  

o Fair  (2)  

o Unfair  (3)  

o Very unfair  (4)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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20 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about New Zealand? 

 
Strongly 
agree (1) 

Agree (2) 
Neither agree 
nor disagree 

(3) 
Disagree (4) 

Strongly 
disagree (5) 

Can't choose 
(9) 

I would rather be a 
citizen of New Zealand 

than of any other 
country in the world (1)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
There are some things 

about New Zealand 
today that make me 

feel ashamed of it (2)  
o  o  o  o  o  o  

The world would be a 
better place if people 
from other countries 
were more like New 

Zealanders (3)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
Generally speaking, 

New Zealand is better 
than most other 

countries (4)  
o  o  o  o  o  o  

 

 

21 Over the last five years have you felt discriminated against because of your race/ethnicity, age, 

gender, religion, or sexual orientation, in any of the following settings? 

 Yes (1) No (2) Can't choose (9) 

At school or in an educational 
establishment (2)  o  o  o  

When applying for a job or 
going for a promotion (3)  o  o  o  
When getting housing (4)  o  o  o  

When getting medical care (5)  o  o  o  
From the police or in court (6)  o  o  o  
When dealing with banks or 

financial institutions (7)  o  o  o  
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22i How often do you have any contact with people who are a lot poorer than you when you are out 

and about? This might be in the street, on public transport, in shops, in your neighbourhood, or at your 

workplace. 

o Never  (1)  

o Less than once a month  (2)  

o Once a month  (3)  

o Several times a month  (4)  

o Once a week  (5)  

o Several times a week  (6)  

o Every day  (7)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

22j How often do you have any contact with people who are a lot richer than you when you are out 

and about? This might be in the street, on public transport, in shops, in your neighbourhood, or at your 

workplace. 

o Never  (1)  

o Less than once a month  (2)  

o Once a month  (3)  

o Several times a month  (4)  

o Once a week  (5)  

o Several times a week  (6)  

o Every day  (7)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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23 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

 
Strongly 
agree (1) 

Agree (2) 
Neither agree 
nor disagree 

(3) 
Disagree (4) 

Strongly 
disagree (5) 

Can't choose 
(9) 

Workers need strong 
trade unions to protect 

their interests (1)  o  o  o  o  o  o  
Workers should be 
represented on the 

Board of Directors at 
major companies (2)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
The government 

should ensure that 
wages of low-paying 
jobs increase as the 
economy grows (3)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
The government 

should take steps to 
limit the pay of 

executives at major 
companies (11)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
Allowing business to 
make good profits is 

the best way to 
improve everyone's 

standard of living (10)  

o  o  o  o  o  o  
 

 

24i The next questions are about your household's financial situation. 

  

Thinking of your household's total income, including all the sources of income of all of the members 

who contribute to it, how difficult or easy is it for your household to make ends meet? 

o Very difficult  (1)  

o Fairly difficult  (2)  

o Neither easy nor difficult  (3)  

o Fairly easy  (4)  

o Very easy  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 



 Page 19 of 42 

24j And during the next 12 months, how difficult or easy do you think it will be for your household to 

make ends meet? 

o Very difficult  (1)  

o Fairly difficult  (2)  

o Neither easy nor difficult  (3)  

o Fairly easy  (4)  

o Very easy  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

24l How often do you or other members of your household skip a meal because there is not enough 

money for food? 

o Never  (1)  

o Less than once a month  (2)  

o Once a month  (3)  

o Several times a month  (4)  

o Once a week  (5)  

o Several times a week  (6)  

o Every day  (7)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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25 Generally speaking, would you say that people can be trusted or that you can't be too careful in 

dealing with people? 

o People can almost always be trusted  (1)  

o People can usually be trusted  (2)  

o You usually can't be too careful in dealing with people  (3)  

o You almost always can't be too careful in dealing with people  (4)  

o Can't choose  (9)  
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26i When you were 15 years old, was your mother an employee, 

self-employed, or working for her own family's business? If she 

did not have a paid job at that time, please answer for her last job before that time. 

o Employee  (1)  

o Self-employed without employees  (2)  

o Self-employed with employees  (3)  

o Working for own family's business  (4)  

o My mother has never had a paid job  (5)  

o I never knew my mother  (6)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

26j When you were 15 years old, was your father an employee, self-employed, or working for his own 

family's business? If he did not have a paid job at that time, please answer for his last job before that time. 

o Employee  (1)  

o Self-employed without employees  (2)  

o Self-employed with employees  (3)  

o Working for own family's business  (4)  

o My father has never had a paid job  (5)  

o I never knew my father  (6)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

27i When you were 15 years old, what kind of work did your father do; what was his main occupation? 

Describe fully, using two words or more (do not use initials or abbreviations). If he did not have a paid 

job at that time, please give information about his last job before that time. 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________ 
27j When you were 15 years old, what kind of work did your mother do; what was her main occupation? 

Describe fully, using two words or more (do not use initials or abbreviations). If she did not have a paid 

job at that time, please give information about her last job before that time. 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

28 Most people see themselves as belonging to a particular class. Please tell me which social class 

you would say you belong to. 

o Lower class  (1)  

o Working class  (2)  

o Lower middle class  (3)  

o Middle class  (4)  

o Upper middle class  (5)  

o Upper class  (6)  

 

End of Block: Social Inequality 
 

Start of Block: Demographics 

 

 

29 Now, so that we can be sure we have a good cross-section of people in our survey, please 

answer the following questions about yourself. Remember that all responses remain STRICTLY 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

  

 Please indicate the year in which you were born: 

▼ 2001 (2001) ... 1900 (1900) 

 

 

30  

What is your gender?  

________________________________________________________________ 
 



 Page 23 of 42 

31i In what country was your mother born? 

o New Zealand  (1)  

o Australia  (2)  

o England  (3)  

o China (People’s Republic)  (4)  

o India  (5)  

o South Africa  (6)  

o Samoa  (7)  

o Cook Islands  (8)  

o Korea (Republic)  (9)  

o Philippines  (10)  

o Other, please enter the country here:  (11) ________________________________________ 

o Don't know  (99)  
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31j In what country was your father born? 

o New Zealand  (1)  

o Australia  (2)  

o England  (3)  

o China (People’s Republic)  (4)  

o India  (5)  

o South Africa  (6)  

o Samoa  (7)  

o Cook Islands  (8)  

o Korea (Republic)  (9)  

o Philippines  (10)  

o Other, please enter the country here:  (11) ________________________________________ 

o Don't know  (99)  
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31l And in what country were you born? 

o New Zealand  (1)  

o Australia  (2)  

o England  (3)  

o China (People’s Republic)  (4)  

o India  (5)  

o South Africa  (6)  

o Samoa  (7)  

o Cook Islands  (8)  

o Korea (Republic)  (9)  

o Philippines  (10)  

o Other, please enter the country here:  (11) 

________________________________________________ 

o Don't know  (99)  
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32i To which of the following ethnic groups do you belong? 

 Please tick as many boxes as apply. 

 New Zealand Māori  (1)  

 New Zealand European / Pākehā  (2)  

 Other European  (3)  

 Samoan  (4)  

 Cook Island Maori  (5)  

 Tongan  (6)  

 Niuean  (7)  

 Chinese  (8)  

 Indian  (9)  

 Korean  (10)  

 Filipino  (11)  

 Other, please enter other ethnicity/ethnicities here:  (13) ________________________ 

 

32j Which of the following ethnic groups are represented in your household? 

 Please tick as many boxes as apply. 

 New Zealand Māori  (1)  

 New Zealand European / Pākehā  (2)  

 Other European  (3)  

 Samoan  (4)  

 Cook Island Maori  (5)  

 Tongan  (6)  

 Niuean  (7)  

 Chinese  (8)  

 Indian  (9)  

 Korean  (10)  

 Filipino  (11)  

 Other, please enter other ethnicity/ethnicities here:  (12) ________________________ 
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33 Are you: 

o A New Zealand Citizen  (1)  

o A New Zealand Permanent Resident  (2)  

o Other / Don't know  (9)  

 

 

34i Which one of these categories describes your current religion? 

o No religion  (0)  

o Christian  (1)  

o Buddhist  (2)  

o Hindu  (3)  

o Muslim  (4)  

o Jewish  (5)  

o Other, please enter your religion here:  (6) _________________________________________ 

 

 

34j If Christian, which one of these are you? 

o Non-denominational  (0)  

o Anglican  (1)  

o Catholic  (2)  

o Presbyterian  (3)  

o Methodist  (4)  

o Baptist  (5)  

o Latter Day Saints  (6)  

o Rātana  (7)  

o Ringatū  (8)  

o Other, please enter your denomination here:  (9) ____________________________________ 
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35i Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious 

services now? 

o Never  (0)  

o Less than once a year  (1)  

o About once or twice a year  (2)  

o Several times a year  (3)  

o About once a month  (4)  

o Two or three times a month  (5)  

o Nearly every week  (6)  

o Every week  (7)  

o Several times a week  (8)  

 

Display This Question: 

If Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious servi... = About once a month 

Or Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious servi... = Two or three times a month 

Or Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious servi... = Nearly every week 

Or Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious servi... = Every week 

Or Apart from for weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, how often do you attend religious servi... = Several times a week 

 

35j Do you have a regular church or other religious organisation to which you make monetary 

contributions? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

 

 

36 On the occasion of weddings, funerals or tangi, and baptisms, do you feel obliged to make 

monetary contributions? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  
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37 How often do you volunteer your time or money to a charity, club, church, iwi/hapū, or other 

organisation? 

o Never  (0)  

o Less than once a year  (1)  

o Once or twice a year  (2)  

o Several times a year  (3)  

o About once a month  (4)  

o 2–3 times a month  (5)  

o Every week  (6)  

o Several times a week  (7)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

38 Would you describe the place where you live as ... 

o A big city  (1)  

o The suburbs or outskirts of a big city  (2)  

o A town or a small city  (3)  

o A country village  (4)  

o A farm or home in the country  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

 

39 For how many years have you been in formal education in your life (including primary school)? 

________________________________________________________________ 
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40 Which one of these categories best describes your highest formal qualification? 

o No formal qualification  (0)  

o Primary school completed  (1)  

o School Certificate, National Certificate Level 1, NCEA Level 1  (2)  

o Sixth Form Certificate, National Certificate Level 2, NCEA Level 2  (3)  

o Higher School Certificate, Higher Leaving Certificate, Bursary/Scholarship, NCEA Level 3  (4)  

o Trade or Professional Certificate  (5)  

o Diploma below degree level  (6)  

o Undergraduate university degree  (7)  

o Postgraduate or higher qualification  (8)  

 

 

41i Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? 

o Employed full-time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do you usually work in a week?  (1) __ 

o Employed part-time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do you usually work in a week?  (2) __ 

o Employed <15 hours weekly: How many hours do you usually work in a week?  (3) __ 

o Apprentice or trainee: How many hours do you usually work in a week?  (4) __ 

o Unemployed and looking for a job  (5)  

o Permanently sick or disabled  (6)  

o Student     (7)  

o Doing housework, looking after the home, children, or others   (8)  

o Retired                                                                                                            (9)  
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Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Unemployed and looking for a job 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Permanently sick or disabled 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Student 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Doing housework, looking after the 
 home, children, or others 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Retired 

 

41j  Have you had paid work in the past? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed full-time (30+ hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed part-time (15–29 hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed <15 hours weekly:How 
many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Apprentice or trainee:How many 
hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or  Have you had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

42i What is/was your main occupation?   If you are retired, or not working for pay now, please 

describe your last regular paid job.  If more than one job, please give the occupation for the job in 

which you spend/spent the most time.  Please describe fully, e.g. builders’ labourer not labourer, 

accounts clerk not clerk, deer farmer not farmer.  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed full-time (30+ hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed part-time (15–29 hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed <15 hours weekly:How 
many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Apprentice or trainee:How many 
hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or  Have you had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

42j In that occupation, do/did you supervise, or are/were you responsible for, the work of any other 

people? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

 

 

Display This Question: 

If In that occupation, do/did you supervise, or are/were you responsible for, the work of any other... = Yes 

 

42l How many people? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed full-time (30+ hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed part-time (15–29 hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed <15 hours weekly:How 
many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Apprentice or trainee:How many 
hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or  Have you had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

42c Which one category best describes for whom you work/worked? 

o Public sector organisation, e.g. government department, local authority, state-owned enterprise  (1)  

o Overseas-owned private sector company or firm  (2)  

o NZ-owned private sector company or firm  (3)  
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Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed full-time (30+ hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed part-time (15–29 hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed <15 hours weekly:How 
many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Apprentice or trainee:How many 
hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or  Have you had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

42d And is/was that job in a for-profit or a non-profit organisation? 

o For-profit organisation  (1)  

o Non-profit organisation  (2)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed full-time (30+ hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed part-time (15–29 hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed <15 hours weekly:How 
many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Apprentice or trainee:How many 
hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or  Have you had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

42e What is/was the nature of your employment in that occupation? 

o I am/was an employee  (1)  

o I am/was self-employed without employees  (2)  

o I am/was self-employed with 1 to 9 employees  (3)  

o I am/was self-employed with 10 or more employees  (4)  

o I am/was working for my own family's business  (5)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 



 Page 34 of 42 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed full-time (30+ hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed part-time (15–29 hours 
weekly):How many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Employed <15 hours weekly:How 
many hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current employment status? = Apprentice or trainee:How many 
hours do you <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or  Have you had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

42f Are you or have you ever been a member of a Trade Union? 

o Currently a member  (1)  

o Once a member, but not anymore  (2)  

o Never been a member  (3)  

 

 

43 For which party did you cast your party vote at the 2017 General Election? 

o I was not eligible to vote  (1)  

o I chose not to vote  (2)  

o Labour  (3)  

o National  (4)  

o Green  (5)  

o New Zealand First  (6)  

o ACT  (7)  

o Māori Party  (8)  

o Another party, please specify:  (10) 

________________________________________________ 

o Don’t know / Can’t remember  (99)  
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44 In politics, people sometimes talk of left and right. Where would you place yourself on the following 

scale, where 0 means left and 10 means right? 

o 0 Left  (0)  

o 1  (1)  

o 2  (2)  

o 3  (3)  

o 4  (4)  

o 5  (5)  

o 6  (6)  

o 7  (7)  

o 8  (8)  

o 9  (9)  

o 10 Right  (10)  

o Can't choose  (99)  

 

45 Do you have: 

 Yes (1) No (2) Don’t know (9) 

Internet access in your home? (1)  o  o  o  
A home phone? (2)  o  o  o  
A mobile phone? (3)  o  o  o  
A smart phone? (4)  o  o  o  

An email account? (5)  o  o  o  
Cloud storage? (6)  o  o  o  

A Facebook account? (7)  o  o  o  
Other social media account(s)? (8)  o  o  o  

An online gaming account, e.g. 
Xbox Live, PlayStation Plus? (9)  o  o  o  
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46 How many hours per week do you spend on social media for personal use (including Facebook)? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

47i Which category best describes your personal yearly income, from all sources, before tax? 

o Loss  (1)  

o Zero income  (2)  

o $1–$5,000  (3)  

o $5,001–$10,000  (4)  

o $10,001–$15,000  (5)  

o $15,001–$20,000  (6)  

o $20,001–$25,000  (7)  

o $25,001–$30,000  (8)  

o $30,001–$35,000  (9)  

o $35,001–$40,000  (10)  

o $40,001–$50,000  (11)  

o $50,001–$60,000  (12)  

o $60,001–$70,000  (13)  

o $70,001–$100,000  (14)  

o $100,001–$150,000  (15)  

o $150,001 or more  (16)  
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47j Which category best describes the totaly yearly income of everyone in your household, from all 

sources, before tax? 

o Loss  (1)  

o Zero income  (2)  

o $1–$5,000  (3)  

o $5,001–$10,000  (4)  

o $10,001–$15,000  (5)  

o $15,001–$20,000  (6)  

o $20,001–$25,000  (7)  

o $25,001–$30,000  (8)  

o $30,001–$35,000  (9)  

o $35,001–$40,000  (10)  

o $40,001–$50,000  (11)  

o $50,001–$60,000  (12)  

o $60,001–$70,000  (13)  

o $70,001–$100,000  (14)  

o $100,001–$150,000  (15)  

o $150,001 or more  (16)  
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48 Now we would like to ask some questions about your living situation. 

 We would like to know about who is currently living in your household. We don't need to know names, 

just their ages, genders, and relationships to you. Please list all people living in the household at the 

moment in the grid below. 

   Relationship  

 
Age 
(1) 

Gender 
(1) 

My wife or 
husband, 
partner, or 
de facto (1) 

My mother 
or father (2) 

My 
daughter 
or son (3) 

My sister or 
brother (4) 

My 
grandparent 

(5) 

My 
grandchild 

(6) 

Other 
(7) 

Please specify 
other 

relationship: 
(1) 

1 (1)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

2 (2)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

3 (3)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

4 (4)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

5 (5)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

6 (6)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

7 (7)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

8 (8)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

9 (9)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

10 (10)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

11 (11)    o  o  o  o  o  o  o   

 

 

49 Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? 

o Married  (1)  

o Civil union  (2)  

o De facto  (3)  

o Widowed  (4)  

o Divorced  (5)  

o Separated  (6)  

o Single, never married  (7)  
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End of Block: Demographics 
 

Start of Block: Your Spouse or Partner 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? = Married 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? = Civil union 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? = De facto 

 

50 Do you live with your partner? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

o Can’t choose  (9)  

 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? = Married 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? = Civil union 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your current marital status? = De facto 

 

51i Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? 

o Employed full-time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do they usually work in a week?  (1) __ 

o Employed part-time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do they usually work in a week?  (2) __ 

o Employed <15 hours weekly:How many hours do they usually work in a week?  (3) __ 

o Apprentice or trainee:How many hours do they usually work in a week?  (4) __ 

o Unemployed and looking for a job  (5)  

o Permanently sick or disabled  (6)  

o Student  (7) 

o Doing housework, looking after the home, children, or others  (8)  

o Retired  (9)  
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Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Unemployed and 
looking for a job 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Permanently 
sick or disabled 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Student 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Doing 
housework, looking after the home, children, or others 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Retired 

 

51j Has your spouse/partner had paid work in the past? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed full-
time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed part-
time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed <15 
hours weekly:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Apprentice or 
trainee:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Has your spouse/partner had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

52i What is/was your spouse's/partner's main occupation?  If your spouse/partner is retired, or not 

working for pay now, please describe their last regular paid job. If more than one job, please give the 

occupation for the job in which your spouse/partner spends/spent the most time. Please describe fully, 

e.g. builders’ labourer not labourer, accounts clerk not clerk, deer farmer not farmer.  

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed full-
time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed part-
time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed <15 
hours weekly:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Apprentice or 
trainee:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Has your spouse/partner had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

52j In that occupation, does/did your spouse/partner supervise, or are/were they responsible for, the 

work of any other people? 

o Yes  (1)  

o No  (2)  

 

 

Display This Question: 

If In that occupation, does/did your spouse/partner supervise, or are/were they responsible for, the... = Yes 

 

52l How many people? 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed full-
time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed part-
time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed <15 
hours weekly:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Apprentice or 
trainee:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Has your spouse/partner had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

52c Which one category best describes for whom your spouse/partner works/worked? 

o Public sector organisation, e.g. government department, local authority, state-owned enterprise  (1)  

o Overseas-owned private sector company or firm  (2)  

o NZ-owned private sector company or firm  (3)  
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Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed full-
time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed part-
time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed <15 
hours weekly:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Apprentice or 
trainee:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Has your spouse/partner had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

52d And is/was that job in a for-profit or a non-profit organisation? 

o For-profit organisation  (1)  

o Non-profit organisation  (2)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

Display This Question: 

If Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed full-
time (30+ hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed part-
time (15–29 hours weekly):How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Employed <15 
hours weekly:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Which one of these categories best describes your spouse’s/partner’s current employment status? = Apprentice or 
trainee:How many hours do they <em>usually</em> work in a week? 

Or Has your spouse/partner had paid work in the past? = Yes 

 

52e What is/was the nature of your spouse's/partner's employment in that occupation? 

o They are/were an employee  (1)  

o They are/were self-employed without employees  (2)  

o They are/were self-employed with employees  (3)  

o They are/were working for their own family's business  (4)  

o Can't choose  (9)  

 

End of Block: Your Spouse or Partner 
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