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GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY
CONF I DENT IAL

in this part of the survey we are interested in your opinions about politics,
social issues and other things that affect our way of life in America.

We would like you to fill out this questionnaire on your own using a pencil.,
When you are finished please return the questionnaire to our interviewer,

HOW TO FILL OUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

To answer most questions you need only circle a number. Here are two
examples:
Example A:

Do you think The government is doing a good job or a poor job?

A very good jODesecsoosnscnessl
A fairly good joDeeceossseseses?
A POOr jODessscsesesssscsoncseld
A very poor jODecessecccecseensd

(IF YOU THINK THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING A "FAIRLY GOCD J0OB, C{RCLE m2m,
CIRCLE ONE ANSWER ONLY).

Example B:

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER FOR EACH STATEMENT)

1. Strongly agree

2. Agree

3. Neither agree nor disagree
4. Disagree

5. Strongly disagree

CIRCLE A NUMBER

It is difficult To raise childreNeeecoesescos i 2 3 4 5

A woman should devote almost all
her Time 1’0 hel" fami|y.......-..-.--'.-.-...- 1 2 3 4 5

(YOU WOULD CIRCLE ™1™ |F YOU STRONGLY AGREE WITH THE FIRST STATEMENT,
AND ™4" |F YOU "DISAGREE"™ WITH THE SECOND STATEMENT).
#* * * * * * * * * * * *

PLEASE READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY, REMEMBER THERE ARE NO RIGHT OR
WRONG ANSWERS--WE JUST WANT TO KNOW YCUR OWN PERSONAL OPINION,
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3. There are many ways people or organlzations can protest agalnst a
government actlon they strongly oppose.

Please show whlch you think should be allowed and which should not be
allowed by circling a number after each questfon.

1. Definlitely allowed

2. Probably allowed

3. Probably not allowed

4, DeflInltely not allowed

8. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER

A. Organlzing publlc meetings to
protest agalnst the government...eeeeeee 1 2 3 4 8 10/

B. Publishing pamphlets to protest
agalnst the government..c..eeeevevesesees 1 2 3 4 8 11/

C. Organlzing protest marches
© and demonsSTratioNSeceeecesssescsonnsccess 1 2 3 4 8 12/

D. Occupylng a government offlce and
stopping work there for several days.... 1 2 3 4 8 13/

E. Serlously damaging government
bu"d'ngs.'.'.'.‘.lQO..I.l'...IOI.O..... 1 2 3 4 8 14/

F. Organlzing a natlonwlde strlike of
all workers agalnst the government...... 1 2 3 4 8 15/
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There are some people whose vlews are consldered extreme by the
majority.

First, consider people who want to overthrow the government by
revolution.

1. Deflnltely allowed
. Probably allowed

2

3. Probably not allowed
4, Deflinltely not allowed
8

. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number after each question
to show 1f you Think such peopl!e should be
allowed to . . .

A\

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWBER

A. Hold publlic meetings to express

The‘r V!ews......l.l.l....l.ll.....l.'.. 1 2 3 4 8 16/
B. Teach 18 year olds In schoolSeeeeseesnes 1 2 3 4 8 17/
C. Pubilsh books expressing thelr views.... 1 2 3 4 8 18/

Second, conslder people who belleve that whites are raclally superior to
all other races,

1. Definltely allowed
2. Probably allowed

3. Probably not alfowed
4, Deflnitely not allowed

8. Can't choose

Clircle a number after each questlon to show If
you think such people should be allowed to . . .

V
PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER

A, Hold publtic meetings to express
The!r v‘ews-..l-.l'l.'.’..b.l'llll'l.... 1 2 3 4 8 19/

B. Teach 15 year olds In sChoo!Seeeesvaccss 1 2 3 4 8 20/

C. Publlsh books expressing thelr views,... 1 2 3 4 8 21/
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Suppose the police get an anonymous tip that a man with a long crimlnal

record Is planning to break Into a warehouse.

1. Definltely allowed
2. Probably allowed

3, Probably not allowed
4, DeflInitely not allowed

8. Can't choose

Please clrcle a number for each gquestion
to show !f you think po!lice should be
allowed without a court order to . . .

\%

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. Keep the man under survelllance.ieeeeses

1 2 3 4 8 22/
B. Tap hIS Te'éphone......-......--........ 1 2 3 4 8 23/
C. Open h‘s ma!ll..."..‘!l‘......l....l..l ] 2 3 4 8 24/
D. Detaln the man overnlight
for questioning..cieeerecessecensennsses 12 3 4 8 25/
7. Now, suppose the tip !s about a man wlthout a criminal record.
te Definitely allowed
2. Probably allowed
3, Probably not allowed
4, Definltely not allowed
8. Can't choose
Piease clircle a nﬁmber for each questlon
to show If you think police should be
allowed wlthout a court order to . . . \/
PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER
A. Keep the man under survelllanC@.veeesses 1 2 3 4 8 26/
B- Tap h’S feleohoﬂe....'........-......... ] 2 3 4 8 2—,/
C. Open hfS ma”.-......................... ] 2 3 4 8 ')_S/
D. Detaln the man overnignt
for questioning....ieiiietieensorenaee. 12 3 4 8 29
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8. All systems of justice make mistakes, but which do you think is worse?

To convict an innocent pPersONececcecsccsacesvcsscasel

or
30/
To let a guilty person go fre€eeeecesesessaceenseeal
Can't ChOOSBuceeatveenenosensoscsscssssnsnascnsasel
9. The federal government has a lot of ditferent pieces of information
about people which computers can bring fogether very quickly.
Is This « «
A very serious threat to individual pPrivacCyeesasesl
A fairly serious Threateiieesssscsesssecscccossasea?
31/
Not a8 serious tThred@T.ieceeseesoosssccacnccacasseeesl
Not a threat at all to individual privaCY.seesesssd
Can‘T Choose..-.'..lll‘l.‘..l.‘.Il.....l...'...".8
10. Some people Think those with high incomes should pay a larger proportion
{percentage) of their earnings in taxes than those who earn low
incomes. Other people think that those with high incomes and those with
low incomes should pay the same proportion (percentage) of their
earnings in taxes.
Do you think those with high incomes should . . .
Pay a much larger proportioNeesscecesssosesacesensl
Pay a larger proportioNeeecescssssesesssccscsssoee?
32/

Pay the same proportion as those who earn
low incomes..‘.l.l..l'....l'.‘..‘...l.'l‘.......'.s

Pay a smaller proportioN.eeicececcessessccasscsscesced
Pay a much smalier proportioNeccecesescecsencceessd

Can'T ChOOSe.....-'..-..o..--.-.-............co-..e
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11. What Is your oplnlon of the followlng statement?

1t Is the respons!bllity of the government to reduce the dlfferences In
_ Income between peopl!= wlth high Incomes and those wlth ltow Incomes.

Agree STrOngly.-.-.-.-.-.......-.....-............1

Agree.....-..--........-.....-....-.----..-...-...2

Nelther agree nor d!1S8gre€,cceeaccccsscsscasaccssasl 33/

D{Sagree-..t.Oil..l'l...lDl..l‘..l..'l.'...'.l....4

D{Sagree STrong|Yo--.----.....................-...5

12. Please Indlcate whether you agree or dlsagree with each of the followlng
statements.

1. Agree strongly

. Agree

. Dlsagree

2
3. Nelther agree nor dlsagree
4
5

. Dlsagree st-ongly

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUWMBER

A. A person whose parents are rlch
has a better chance of earning a
lot of money than a person whose
Parents are POOTe.eeesececsesesscsnnsesss | 2 3 4 5 34/

B. A person whose father Is a profes-
slonal has a much better chance
of gettling ahead In Ilfe than a
person whose father Is a factory
WOTKEr 4 ssennesasaceasosonassssanseasessas 1 2 3 4 5 35/

C. In Ameri{ca what you achleve [n
}1fe depends largely on your
family backgroundeeeeseceeenoasasosasans 2 3 4 5 36/
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Would you say that opportunlities for a college education are, In
generail, better or worse, for women than for men?

Much better for women..seeesesseseeesasssasscccssnsl
Better for WOMEN.ceesseoescsascscsosonssssnsscnasel
No dlfferenCeeeeeescecssecssncsssanseasoscsnsnsnonssr
Worse for WOMEN,...ceceesscssssnsssosvcncssnscascsased
Much worse fOor WOMeN.iaisessaseasascsssesencctssesaasd

Can'f Choosel.l‘...ll..'l.l..l..'.l..l&l..'.l.'..la

37/

14,

How about job opportunitlies for women -- do you think they are, In

general, better or worse than job opportunities for men with simllar
educatlon and exper{ence?

Much better for WOMeN...ceecesssesscssssrsnsnsononsl
Better fOr WOMEN..ecsecesscccsscscssssscencossoaeel
NO dlfferenCeeiccscsssscccscasssesssescsssssasscnneld
Worse for WOMEN.seseeencscstenscssscscssccssscsssed
Much worse fOr WOMeN...seeecesscnsscccsssssccnasasd

Can'T Choose.t..o-00000-..o..oo.o.lot...-ol'.o-ooos

15.

And how about !ncome and wages--compared with men who have simitfar
education and jobs--are women In general pald better or worse than men?

Women are pald much better.icevecscesscoscesccccacsl
Women are pald better.i.iccssncsssssssccensennsssnee?
NO dlfferenCl.ceececcancncesssscascansnonsoosnssasl
Women are pald WOrS@.cieceessssesccsssseccssssencnsd
Women are pald MUCh WOrSE...eeeescescccssssssosensd

Can'f Choosenc..co-.un.c..o.-..ocon.l.|ucr.o.-oc.os

38/

39/
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Here are Tnree things the govarnment might do. Some people are in favor
of them while other p=opie are against them. Please circle one number
for each statament ft2 shuw how you feel.

1. Strongly in favor of
2. In favor of
3. NeiTther in favor of nor against |

4, AyainstT

5. Strongly against

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

A. The government should increase
opportunities for women in business
and iNAUSTIYeeaessssvesssasesoscnscscsnas 1 2 3 4 5

40/
B. The government should increase
opportunities for women to go %o
ColIegel....l......-...l'.......'....l.. 1 2 3 4 5
41/

C. Women should be given preferential
treatment when applying for jobs
OF PromMOT iONSeasssssssessssssscsssensanse 1 2 3 4 5 42/
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And now a few guestlons about educatlion:

17. Here are some things that mignt be taught In school. How important Is
{+ that schools feach each of these to 15 year olds?

1. £Essentlal, must be taught

2. Very Important

3. Fairly Important

4, Not very Important

5. Nof needed, should not be taught

8. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER

A. Readlng wrltlng, and mathematlicS.seessss 1 2 3 4 5 8 43/
Be Sex eduCaTiOoN.eeieesescennnssvesccscnnnes 1 2 3 4 5 8 44/
C. Respect for authority.ieeeeertcessseneraas 1 2 3 4 5 8 45/
D. Hlstory, llterature, and the arts,...... 1 2 3 4 5 8 46/
E. Abllity fo make one's own judgments..... 12 3 4 5 8 47/
Fo Job fralnlngeeecescesnccncososcsancnsenss 1.2 3 4 5 8 48/
G. Sclence and technologY.eeieseeeossescnasnas 1 2 3 4 5 8 49/
H., Concern for mlnoritles and the poor..... 1 2 3 4 5 8 50/
l. Disclipline and orderiinesSSeeeeecacssccas 1 2 3 4 5 8 51/

18. How do you fea! about opportunities for young people to go to college.
Should opportunities be . . .

Increased @ [Oteesescassosessssescsesssascnssscossasal
Increased @8 11ttt l@eeucecscaronccosscscsssoassssnanensl
Kept the Sa8me 35 NOWeeeeaessssssscossssssssssnssssssd 52/
Reduced @ IltTle..iieeeeeccecascnsscescestonnnessenessd
Reduced @ 10t iueesasevsorsnsesccnccssssconcoscsnsand

CanN'T ChOOSEBueeeeoesnssosasosssscnscassssssssssnsansd
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Some people think tne government should provide financial assistance o

collage students,

dtners Think the government should not provide such
aid. In each of the circunstances listed below should the government

provide grants that would not have fo be paid back, provide loans which
+he student would have to pay back, or should the government not provide
any financial assistance?

Te
2.
3.
8.

Government should give grants
Government should make loans
No government assistance

Can't choose

A. For students
a low income

B. For students

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

whose parents have

who have outstanding

grades in high school,seeeeesssnsessncase

C. For students

who have average grades

and middle income parentS.ceeccsaccesscns

53/

wu
i~
~

55/
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Sometimes public authorities Intervene w!th parents in ralsing thelr
child-en, Pleasz Indicate In each of the followlng cases how far you
think publlc authorities shoutd go In deallng w!th a 10 year old chlld
and hls or her parents. Publlc authorlies should . . .

1. Taka no actlon
2. Glve warnings or counseling

3., Take the chlld from Its parents

8., Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUWMBER

A, The chlld uses drugs and the parents
don't do anythlng about It.eeeeeeneeeves 1 2 3 8 56/

B, The child frequently skips schoo! and the
parents don't do anything about 1t...... 1 2 3 3 57/

C. The parents regularly let the child
stay out late at night without knowing

where The Ch"‘j !s!.'.....ll..l..'...'.. 1 2 3 8 58/
D. The parents fall to provide the chlid

wlith proper food and clothingieeseeoores 1 2 3 8 59/
E. The parents regularly beat the chiid.... 1 2 3 8 60/

F. The parents refuse essentlial medical
treatment for the chlld because of
their reflfglous bellefs.iiiiiesessassres 1 2 3 8 61/

G. The parents refuse to send thelr
chlld to schoo! because they wish
to educate the chlld at home..cveeeanoss 1 2 3 8 62/

H. The parents allow the chlld to watch
violent or pornographlc fiimS.eeeeeensee 1 2 3 8 63/
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21. Do you think that . . . .
1. Aygree strongly
2. Agree
3. Neither agree nor disagree
4. Disagree
5. Disagree sftrongly
PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER
A. The wearing of seat belts in cars
should be required by laWiceeseosesacsss 1 2 3 4 5 64/
B. Smoking in public places should
be pr‘OhibiTed by lawoo-c---lc.-o-.--ooao 1 2 3 4 5 65/

C. All employees should be required
to retire at an age set by iaWessessesss 1 2 3 4 5 66/
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PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

DECK 15

Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of the foilowing
statements,

1. Agree

2. Disagree

8. Can't choose \L
A, The public has litfle control over

what politicians do in offiCEecueceseaes

The average person can get nowhere
by talking to public officialSieeeceaass

The average citizen has considerable
influence on politiCSsieasesscaacnssscans

The average person has much to say
about running local government..ceeeiaase

People |ike me have much to say
about governmenT.ieeevesssesssnsonescses

The average person has a great deal
of influence on government decisions....

The government is generally
responsive 70 public oOpiniONeececessssces

| am usual

ly interested in local

e|eCTi0nS......-.--.--.....-.-....--.-a-

By taking an active part in political

and social

affairs the people can

control world affairSeececessssccssscnsse

Taking everything infto account,

the world

is getting bettercieeccacesceces

1 2 8
1 2 8
i 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8
1 2 8

67/
68/
69/
70/
71/
72/
73/

74/

75/

76/
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Here are some things The government might do for the economy.
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Circle

one number for each actlon to show whether you are In favor of It or
agalnst 1t.

1. Strongly In favor of

2. In favor of

4, Against
5. Strongly agalnst

3. Nelther In favor of nor agalnst

Control of wages by legisltation.eeeeeess
Control of prices by leglislatlion....eee.
Cuts In government spendingecessesesoens

Government financling of projects to
create new jobS.cicecsensccccecosncssccss

Less government regulation of busliness..

Support for Industry to develop new
products and techno!logyeeeeeeessessssees

Supporting declIning Industries
1‘0 proTecT ‘jobs....Q...'l....'....l....'

Reduclng the work week to create
more Jobs....l.ll..O'll.l...............

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

1

1

4

4

07/
ng/

09/

10/

11/

12/

13/

14/
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24. Listed below are varlous areas of government spending. Please Indlcate
whether you would {lke to see more or less government spending In each
area., Remember that !f you say "much more', 1t mlght require a tax
tncrease to pay for 1+t.

1. Spend much more

2. Spend more

3. Spend the same as now

4, Spend less

5. Spend much less

8. Can't choose

PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER
A. The environment.iicecseesscesssccnasesasa 1 2 3 4 5 8
B. HealThD.......'.l...'..i.‘.l.'.Il..‘...‘ 1 2 3 4 5 8
C. The pollce and law enforcement.ceesecses | 2 3 4 5 8
D. Educaf’on.l..l..‘.l..Il...'..‘.'.l'..... 1 2 3 4 5 8
E. The mliitary and defense.ieeveccsascenes 1 2 3 4 5 8
Fo Retirement beneflts,iuieecessesscscesases | 2 3 4 5 8
G. Unemployment benefltS.ieeicesereeasencneee 1 2 3 4 5 8
H. Culture and the arts...cesssssssnscsncns | 2 3 4 5 8
25. Do you consider the amount of federal Income tax that your household has

to pay 1s « . .

MUCh TOO h'gh"l.l'l'.......‘lill’...........ll....l1

TOO h!ghn..!'l..."'..CI.D.tl.l.....l.........lltliﬂz

AbOU* r}ghf.-...-.oo.o.o...c'aol'-o.noononon.uo.o.ocs

TOO lowttllqic.l.’.ll.llbl'l.l"’l...l.'.....'ll...t4

MUCh fOO ‘OW.....-.-.-....-.o..oo......--....-......s

Can'T ChOOSe.-.-.-..-..-.-....-o..-.-.--o.-......--.8

Does NOT BpPP!Yeeesseassearcscrsscrsassssoncansssssaseld

23/
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Do you consider fThe amount of tax that business and industry have to pay
is too high or too low?

Much 100 higheeeeasesscoancssescecscccssccnsscasennnsl
TOO higheesossserosacessesnscsnsessssscscsassssaccsneal
ADOUT FigNTeeesssecsnesssscsossocssnsssansccasancnsed
TOO |OWeeeosssossnssssccscocscosscosccsasssscnssassensd
MUCh TOO |OWeeeessanoasevtosnsescscaascsnsccssssasas)

Can'T ChOOSe-.---..-o-o.--o.-.--.--.--...-..-o.o-...a

27.

If the government had to choose between keeping down inflation or

keeping down unemployment to which do you think it should give highest

priority?

Keeping down inflatioNeeeeecsoessossccccsssccnnscacnsl
Keeping down unemploymenteceececcsecsnsesenssssssssssl

Can'T choosen.....'.0....‘..!.ll....’.'.‘.....‘..lnca

N
ut
~

28.

Do you think fthat labor unions in this counfry have foo much power
too little power?

Far too MUCh pPOWEIMessecescesscosecsscsossnrsssccsscnasl
TOO MUCH POWEI ¢ sesessocsssassssssoacsacacssannsecsss?
About the right amount Of POWErseeessccecssasccsansel
Too liTtle pOWEIr eeeesosoesoscascscansssssnscnsesseansd
Far 100 [iTtle POWEr eeveesossessssccscnscscsacscsseed

Can't ChOOSEecietescoseassstsssnassssscscsosssanneossned

or
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How about business and industry, do they have too much power or too

[ittle power?

Far 100 MUCh POWEI eeeseerccssssescasssscssacscsncssel
TOO MUCH POWEBI teessecsvssssosesscacsossasscssasscsosacnsl
About the right amount of pPOWereesieeseevscessvesnesl
Too 1iTtle POWEr ceeeeessccssstscscscassssssvesncsansed
Far 100 little pOWEIrcieseseersssssserssssescssnsneased

Caﬂ'T ChOOSe..-..o--.o.--.-.-n-.-...-o.-...---..--.os

DECK 1€

27/

30. And what about the federal government, does it have too much power
too little power?

Far ToO MUCh POWEIrsesseesssessesesvessssesssoscssnns]
TOO MUCHh POWEIM eeevesssonesessssevssassccsesscssssansssansd
About the right amount Of POWEreeeeesvevecsoseccoansneld
Too little power................f...................4
Far 100 little pPOWEIreeesosssecoascosasosasssccssccsald

Can'T Chooseoou--ooo-..oc'u.ocn...to...00......0-.0.8

or

28/

31.

What do you t
should be.

hink the government's role in each of these industries

1« Own it

2. Control prices and
profits but not own it

3. Neither own it nor control
its prices and profits

8. Can't choose

A. Electric

B. Local mas

* Co The steel

D. Banking a

E. The autom

PLEASE CIRCLE A NUMBER

powerQ...l‘...l..l.‘......l'... 1 2 3 8
S transportatioNeveesesscscsces 1 2 3 8
indusTry‘I'.‘ll...'....'.l.... 1 2 3 8

Nd INSUFANCEavssseososnsscasens 1 2 3 8

Obile indusTry'l..............' 1 2 3 8

29/
30/
31/
32/

33/
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32. On the whole, do you tThink It should or should not be the government's
responsiblllity +0 . . .
i. Definitely should be
2. Probably should be
3. Probably should not be
4, Definltely should not be
8. Can't choose
PLEASE CIRCLE A NWMBER
A. Provide a job for everyone who
WaNTS ONCuueeesnsersesosssscsansonssssnes 1 2 3 4 8 34/
B. Keep prices under control.eeeeseeseesssee 1 2 3 4 8 35/
C. Provlde health care for the sickeseeeess 1 2 3 4 -8 36/
D. Provide a decent standard of Ilving
for The o'di..'l'l‘l.l......‘l.....ll... 1 2 3 4 8 37/
E. Provlide industry wlth the help It
nNeeds TO groWeeeessssssesssssssscssssess 1 2 3 4 8 38/
F. Provide a decent standard of |lving
for the unemployed.sesecsssesseasseseses 1 2 3 4 8 39/
G. Reduce ITncome differences between the
FICh 8Nd POOreesessesecenssenssssceeneess | 2 3 4 8 40/
33, Do your or your spouse belong to a labor unlon?
Yes, I do....l...l.ll....'l.'.. 1
Yes, my spouse dO€S..ceesccnces 2
Yes, we both beloNgeceeeeeceaes 3 41/

No, nelther of us belong.iceesss 4





